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,VKLWD 6LQJK LV LQ KHU WKLUG \HDU RI BA (+RQV.) 3ROLWLFDO 6FLHQFH. 6KH
HQMR\V WKH FRPSDQ\ RI KHU ERRNV PRUH WKDQ WKDW RI SHRSOH. 6KH LV D
SURXG IHPLQLVW DQG LV D PHPEHU RI C2//EC7,9E.

AUSLWD CKRZGKXU\ LV SXUVXLQJ EQJOLVK +RQRXUV ZLWK D PLQRU LQ
-RXUQDOLVP IURP /DG\ 6ULUDP CROOHJH IRU :RPHQ. 6KH LV WKH IRXQGHU RI
-D]EDDW FRXQGDWLRQ. AQ DYLG ZULWHU ZLWK YDULRXV SXEOLVKHG DUWLFOHV RYHU
1DWLRQDO OHYHO SODWIRUPV. 6KH LV DQ DGYRFDWH RI \RXWK OHDGHUVKLS. 6KH LV D
SXEOLF VSHDNHU DQG KDV VSRNHQ DW YDULRXV LQWHUQDWLRQDO SODWIRUPV VXFK DV
FXUWKHU GLUOV 6XPPLW.

6KDQWDQX 0LVKUD LV D ,, \HDU BA //B +RQV. VWXGHQW DW WKH 1DWLRQDO /DZ
6FKRRO RI ,QGLD 8QLYHUVLW\, BDQJDORUH. +H KDV D NHHQ LQWHUHVW LQ AQFLHQW
DQG 0HGLHYDO KLVWRU\ DQG DQDO\VH WKHP ZLWK QHZ WKHRULHV KH OHDUQV LQ
KLV FXUULFXOXP DW 1/6. +H LV FULFNHW DILFLRQDGR DQG D SDUW WLPH CODVK RI
CODQV HQWKXVLDVW.

ANVKDQVK 6LQJK LV D VWXGHQW DW GXUX GRELQG 6LQJK ,QGUDSUDVWKD
8QLYHUVLW\. <RX FDQ DOZD\V ILQG KLP FDSWLYDWHG E\ D ERRN RU
SDVVLRQDWHO\ YRLFLQJ KLV SROLWLFDO RXWORRN. +H HQMR\V SOD\LQJ YLGHR
JDPHV ZKLOH EHLQJ HQJDJHG E\ VRPH LQWHOOHFWXDO SRGFDVW. +H KDV VHYHUDO
UHVHDUFK SDSHUV WR KLV QDPH DQG LV DOZD\V ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR EURDGHQ
KLV KRUL]RQV. +H LV D IXOO-WLPH /DZ VWXGHQW DQG D SDUW-WLPH PHPH-
PRQJHU.
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KUiVhQa PUi\a K iV a fiQal \eaU PRliWical ScieQce VWXdeQW aW HiQdX
CRllege. She eQjR\V  ZUiWiQg RQ IQdiaQ SRliWicV aQd belieYeV WhaW ZUiWiQg
fRVWeUV heU cUeaWiYiW\ aQd cUiWical WhiQkiQg.

MXcheli RiVhYaQWh Redd\ iV SXUVXiQg BachelRU Rf AUWV iQ EcRQRmicV,
PRliWical ScieQce aQd SRciRlRg\ fURm ChUiVW UQiYeUViW\, BaQgalRUe. He
ZaV ediWRU aQd cRQWUibXWRU fRU CRQVWUXcWiYe PURgUamme: A MaQifeVWR
fRU NeZ IQdia aQd MXViQgV RQ Whe MahaWma.

RajiY S KUiVhQaQ likeV WR lRRk aW Whe ZRUld WhURXgh hiV RZQ leQV aQd
lRYeV WR aQal\Ve SRliWicV ZiWh a ceQWUic, iVVXe baVed aSSURach. He iV a
PRliWical ScieQce majRU aW HiQdX CRllege. 

Nikhil JRiV K.S. iV a SRliWicV aQd ShilRVRSh\ eQWhXViaVW. FiQdV VRlace iQ
IQdiaQ ClaVVical MXVic. He iV aQ aVSiUiQg ciYil VeUYaQW. He VWXdieV
HiVWRU\, EcRQRmicV aQd PRliWical ScieQce aW ChUiVW UQiYeUViW\,
BaQgalRUe.
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3UHHW 6KDUPD LV D WKLUG \HDU VWXGHQW RI 3ROLWLFDO 6FLHQFH
+RQV DW +LQGX CROOHJH. 6KH LV D VLPSOH JLUO ZKR ORYHV
HQJDJLQJ ZLWK FRPSOLFDWHG SROLWLFDO WKHRULHV . 6KH LV DOVR
GHHSO\ SDVVLRQDWH DERXW FRRNLQJ RWKHU WKDQ UHDGLQJ
DQG ZULWLQJ .

AQDQ\D AQDQG LV D +LVWRU\ PDMRU  DW +LQGX CROOHJH,
8QLYHUVLW\ RI DHOKL. 6KH KDWHV ELOOLRQDLUHV DQG GUHDPV
RI D SUROHWDULDQ UHYROXWLRQ

AEKLQDY BKDUGZDM LV D SXEOLVKHG SRHW DQG UHVHDUFKHU,
KDV EHHQ D ORQJOLVW DZDUGHH RI WKH :LQJZRUG 3RHWU\
3UL]H DQG KLV ZRUNV KDYH EHHQ SXEOLVKHG E\ SRUWDOV DQG
MRXUQDOV OLNH FHPLQLVP ,Q ,QGLD DQG CRQWHPSRUDU\
/LWHUDU\ 5HYLHZ ,QGLD. +H FRPSOHWHG KLV XQGHUJUDGXDWH
VWXGLHV LQ EQJOLVK /LWHUDWXUH IURP +LQGX CROOHJH,
8QLYHUVLW\ RI DHOKL, HDUOLHU WKLV \HDU.

6KDQNDU 7ULSDWKL LV WKH IRUPHU 3UHVLGHQW RI 7KH
6\PSRVLXP 6RFLHW\. ,QGXOJLQJ KLV VRFLDOO\-GLVWDQFHG
WLPH LQ ZULWLQJ DERXW WKH DUWV, 6KDQNDU'V LQWHUHVWV OLH LQ
DUW, KLVWRU\, DQG FRIIHH, ZKLOH UHDGLQJ DUW KLVWRU\ DQG
VLSSLQJ RQ FRIIHH. A UHJXODU FRQWULEXWRU WR VSDFHV OLNH
AUW FHUYRXU, KH UHFHQWO\ FRPSOHWHG KLV XQGHUJUDGXDWH
VWXGLHV LQ +LVWRU\. 
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PXbOLVheU & CUeaWLYe DLUecWRU Head Rf OSeUaWLRQV & SeQLRU EdLWRU
AGIlOJ dIHGH KALdI AKdHA�A dIHGH

The S\mpoViXm SocieW\, HindX College. Making qXaliW\ opinionV and anal\VeV of global
affairV and Vocio-cXlWXral iVVXeV acceVVible for oXr readerV aV Zell aV proYiding a plaWform Wo
HindXiWeV Wo engage in academic deliberaWion and reVearch iV oXr miVVion. We enYiVion
HindX College Ga]eWWe Wo be Whe go-Wo for oXr readerV for inVighWV in poliWicV, econom\,
VocieW\, hiVWor\ and eYer\Whing in beWZeen. 
        ThroXgh WhiV iniWiaWiYe Ze aim Wo creaWe a commXniW\ of enWhXViaVWic ZriWerV and bXd-
ding reVearcherV Zho are paVVionaWe aboXW ZriWing and reVearching. AV Ze regXlarl\ VoliciW,
reYieZ and pXbliVh gXeVW opinionV from ZriWerV acroVV Whe coXnWr\, WhiV Yer\ commXniW\, Ze
belieYe, ZoXld e[Wend far be\ond oXr oZn YarViW\ campXV in NeZ Delhi. ThiV maga]ine iV
inline ZiWh Whe idealV of deliberaWion, ideaWion and reVearch, Zhich are Whe core eWhoV WhaW Ze
belieYe in aW The S\mpoViXm SocieW\.
          The cXrrenW pandemic haV lefW man\ of XV feeling XncerWain, XnderprodXcWiYe and eYen
an[ioXV. IW haV Waken a Woll on Whe menWal healWh of man\ people. Man\ of XV haYe alVo felW Whe
loVV of hXman Vocial conWacW. We aV a pXblicaWion haYe alVo been conVWrained and confined
dXring WhiV Wime. HoZeYer, Whe pandemic- aparW from a greaW deal of oWher leVVonV haV WaXghW
XV on one hand Whe imporWance of cXlWXre and Whe comforW iW proYideV in WimeV of global
caWaVWrophe, and on Whe oWher hand Whe imporWance of YalXable conYerVaWionV and inWellecWXal
diVcoXrVe, and hoZ WheVe can help creaWe accoXnWabiliW\ for goYernmenWV. Hence, anoWher
moWiYaWion for creaWing WhiV plaWform haV been Wo proYide a plaWform for WhiV Yer\ diVcoXrVe.
           We hope WhaW all oXr readerV, dXring Whe Wime of WhiV pandemic and afWer iW, are able Wo
engage and connecW ZiWh Whe iVVXeV and WhemeV Ze pXbliVh aboXW. We inWend Wo make WhiV
iniWiaWiYe VXcceVVfXl ZiWh oXr dedicaWion and \oXr VXpporW.
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HindX College Ga]eWWe iV Whe prodXcW of a conYerVaWion Ze had a feZ monWhV back.
The preVence of an informanW maga]ine iV VomeWhing WhaW HindX College haV lack-
ed, Zhich   iV   ZhaW   moWiYaWed   XV   Wo  eVWabliVh  WhiV  maga]ine  Xnder  Whe aegiV of



         :H DOVR KRSH WR HYHQWXDOO\ GR PRUH JURXQG UHSRUWV
RQ QHZV DERXW HGXFDWLRQ DQG RXU XQLYHUVLWLHV. HRZHYHU
GXH WR FROOHJHV UHPDLQLQJ VKXW, ZH FRXOG QRW IRFXV RQ
WKLV DUHD DV PXFK DV ZH ZRXOGŶYH ZDQWHG. SWLOO, ZH KDYH
QRW FRPSURPLVHG RQ WKH TXDOLW\ RI RXU FRQWHQW.
          OXU LQWHQWLRQ ZDV QHYHU WR UHPDLQ UHVWULFWHG WR HL-
QGX CROOHJH HYHQ WKRXJK WKDWŶV ZKHUH ZH DUH EDVHG. AQG
ZHŶYH EHHQ DEOH WR HQVXUH WKDW ZH IROORZ WKLV YLVLRQ.
SLQFH RXU LQFHSWLRQ, ZH KDYH EHHQ UHFHLYLQJ JXHVW
VXEPLVVLRQV IURP QRW MXVW DFURVV DHOKL EXW WKH ZKROH
FRXQWU\. IQ IDFW, RXU FRYHU DUWLFOH IRU WKLV LVVXH KDV EHHQ
ZULWWHQ E\ NLNKLO JRLV, D VWXGHQW IURP CKULVW (DHHPHG WR
EH UQLYHUVLW\), BDQJDORUH. TKLV KDV DOORZHG XV WR JLYH D
SODWIRUP WR VRPH KLJKO\ WDOHQWHG ZULWLQJ ZLWKRXW
UHVWULFWLRQV RI JHRJUDSK\. AW WKH VDPH WLPH, ZH IHHO
SULYLOHJHG WR KDYH UHFHLYHG VXFK TXDOLW\ ZRUN IRU RXU
PDJD]LQH.
          IQ WKLV LVVXH, RXU UHDGHUV FDQ H[SHFW WR UHDG D YDULHW\
RI DUWLFOHV. AQDQ\D AQDQG ZULWHV RQ WKH QHHG IRU DI-
ILUPDWLYH DFWLRQ LQ D PHULWRFUDWLF ZRUOG; SKDQNDU TUL-
SDWKL GZHOOV RQ WKH SROLWLFV RI FXOWXUDO VSDFHV; SKDQWDQX
MLVKUD UHDGV KDOLGDV IURP D MDU[LVW SHUVSHFWLYH; AEK-
LQDY BKDUGZDM QDYLJDWHV WKH VRFLR-FXOWXUDO UHVSRQVHV WR
VXLFLGH; IVKLWD SLQJK FDOOV IRU D PRYH DZD\ IURP SULYDF\-
EDVHG DUJXPHQWV IRU LGBTQ+ ULJKWV; ANVKD\D SLQJK
FRPPHQWV RQ WKH GLVFRXUVH DURXQG WKH VRQJ :AP;
APLWRM SLQJK KDOVL DQDO\VHV WKH PHGLDŶV FUHDWLRQ RI VFD-
SHJRDWV;  SDP\D VHUPD H[DPLQHV WKH FXUUHQW VWDWH RI IQ-
GLDQ GHPRFUDF\; HDUVK SXULŶV SLHFH GHDOV ZLWK WKH ULVH RI
CKLQD DV D FKDOOHQJH WR WKH :HVW; SKHIDOL VHUPD HYDO-
XDWHV JDPPX & KDVKPLUŶV 4G FODPSGRZQ, DQG PXFK
PRUH.
          AORQJVLGH WKH HIIRUW, RI FRXUVH, LV D GHVLUH WR OHDUQ.
:RUNLQJ LQ D WHDP RI ZULWHUV, HGLWRUV, DQG GHVLJQHUV, WU-
\LQJ WR SURGXFH FRQWHQW WKDW LV QRW RQO\ RI KLJK TXDOLW\
EXW DOVR DSSHDOLQJ WR D ZLGH DQG GLYHUVH DXGLHQFH LV QRW
HDV\. :H DUH \HW WR VHH ZKDW NLQG RI UHFHSWLRQ WKH PDJ-
D]LQH JHWV. :KLOH ZH DUH KRSLQJ IRU WKH EHVW, ZH DOVR ZL-
VK WR KHDU DOO NLQGV RI IHHGEDFN IURP \RX, RXU UHDGHUV.
SHQG XV \RXU IHHGEDFN KHUH. THOO XV ZKDW ZH GLG ZHOO,
ZKHUH ZH IHOO VKRUW, DQG ZKDW ZH QHHG WR NHHS LQ PLQG
WKH QH[W WLPH, VR WKDW ZH NHHS LPSURYLQJ.

PRAlEEK PANKAJ 
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VWDUWLQJ RXW ZLWK RQH-RII DUWLFOHV, D PDJD]LQH KDG DOZ-
D\V EHHQ LQ WKH ZRUNV DQG QRZ ZH DUH SURXG WR ILQDOO\
SXEOLVK LW IRU RXU UHDGHUV. AV WKLV LV WKH ILUVW LVVXH, I ZR-
XOG OLNH WR DGGUHVV WKLV PHVVDJH WR RXU UHDGHUV RQ EH-KDOI
RI WKH HQWLUH WHDP. 
          FLUVW, ZKDW LV WKH Ga]ette? :H HQYLVDJHG WKLV PDJ-
D]LQH WR EH D SODFH IRU ULJRURXV DQDO\VLV DQG RSLQLRQ RQ
VRPH RI WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW LVVXHV DURXQG XV. :H ZD-
QWHG WR FRYHU D P\ULDG UDQJH RI WKHPHV IURP SROLWLFV DQG
SROLF\, LQWHUQDWLRQDO DIIDLUV, DQG HFRQRP\ WR FXOWXUH,
VRFLHW\, DQG KLVWRU\, DQG HYHU\WKLQJ LQ EHWZHHQ. IW LV RXU
KRSH WKDW RXU UHDGHUV ZRXOG ILQG RXU PDJD]LQH WR EH
KLJKO\ GLYHUVH LQ WKH WKHPHV DQG WRSLFV LW FRYHUV. :H
DOVR VHW KLJK HGLWRULDO VWDQGDUGV IRU RXU DUWLFOHV DQG
HQVXUHG WKDW HYHU\WKLQJ ZH SXEOLVKHG ZHQW WKURXJK
PHWLFXORXV SURRIUHDGLQJ DQG TXDOLW\ FKHFNV. TKH
HGLWRUV GLG QRW RQO\ HGLW WKH SLHFHV VHQW E\ WKH ZULWHUV;
ZH DOVR ZRUNHG ZLWK WKHP. EYHQ IRU WKH JXHVW
VXEPLVVLRQV, ZH RIWHQ FRQYHUVHG ZLWK WKH ZULWHUVų
VRPHWLPHV MXVW WR PDNH VXUH WKDW ZH XQGHUVWRRG FOHDUO\
ZKDW WKH ZULWHUV ZLVKHG WR FRQYH\ WKURXJK WKHLU ZRUN.
TKH LGHD ZDV WR PDNH WKH HGLWLQJ SURFHVV D FROOHFWLYH
HIIRUW DQG QRW D EXUHDXFUDWLF V\VWHP RI FKHFNV.

FLQDOO\, DIWHU PRQWKV RI HIIRUW DQG EUDLQVWRUPLQJ,
ZH DUH DEOH WR SUHVHQW WKH LQDXJXUDO PDJD]LQH
LVVXH   RI   WKH   HLQGX   CROOHJH   GD]HWWH. DHVSLWH 
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DEGOC`AC� ſ 1HD1AĻ 
AO}E dlO`� ĪĨĪĨŀ

IQdiaQ UeSXblicŷV VeYeQ-decade lRQg URPaQce

ZiWh dePRcUac\ aQd ŶWU\VW ZiWh deVWiQ\ŷ VeePV WR

haYe hiW Whe URckV. ThiV aQRPal\ haV VXUfaced aW

a WiPe ZheQ Ze aUe lRRkiQg aW a lRQg aQd

aUdXRXV decade iQ Whe face.

WKH ILUHV RI SDUWLWLRQ ZLWK VXFK IRUHVL-
JKW DQG SUHVFLHQFH, WKDW LW VWRRG
UHVLOL-HQW LQ WKH ZDNH RI 3W. 1HKUXŶ
GHPLVH, IRXU ZDUV, IQGLUD GDQGKLŶV
W\UDQQ\, WKH FROODSVH RI WKH CRQJUHVV
V\VWHP LQ 1990 DQG WKH UHVXUJHQFH RI
SDUWLWLRQŶV OHJDF\: FRPPXQDOLVP. BXW
LW VHHPV WR KDYH PHW LWV PDWFK DW ODVW

OF dlA`ŎC`OddED AO}E`dĺ ]OA1l1CAA
DEGAGOGqEd AHD GODE`H GOEBBEAd

LQ WKH ULVH RI ORQJ-SURSKHVLHG PDMRULW-
DULDQLVP.
           7KH LGHD LV VLPSOH: GUDZ RXW IUR-
P WKH KHDUW RI IQGLDQ UHSXEOLF WKH GRU-
PD-QW IHDUV RI RQH DOO-HQFRPSDVVLQJ
PDM-RULW\, DQG SOD\ RQ WKHP. 7KH HQWU-
HQF-KHG DQG V\VWHPL]HG KLHUDUFKLHV RI
WKLV FRXQWU\ ZLOO WKHQ ULVH XQELGGHQ WR
\RXU DLG. :KLFK LV WKLV PDMRULW\, VR IX-
OO RI IH-DU, DQG RYHUO\-SURWHFWLYH RI WKH
SRZHU LW ZLHOGV?

7KH FRQVWLWXWLRQ HQDFWHG RQ
26WK JDQXDU\ 1950, LV D ZHDWKHU-
EHDWHQ, VWROLG HQWLW\, IRUJHG  LQ 
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        7R DQVZHU WKDW, ZH PXVW ILUVW
XQG-HUVWDQG ZKR WKH PLQRULWLHV DUH.
7KH UHDO PLQRULWLHV DUHQŶW MXVW UHOL-
JLRXV, DV WKH FRXQWU\ŶV GRPLQDQW SR-
OLWLFDO IRUFHV DUH ZRQW WR VLPSOLI\,
EXW LQ-IDFW ŵWKH SRRU DQG WKH GRZQ-
WURGGHQŶ DV 1.G. 5DQJD RQFH DUJXHG
LQ WKH CRQVWLWXHQW AVVHPEO\ DHE-
DWHV. 2U, WR TXRWH MU <RJHQGUD <D-
GDY, ŵŵIQG-LD LV D FRXQWU\ RI PDQ\
PLQRULWLHVŶŶ, RI PDQ\ QDWXUHV: IURP
WKH VRFLDOO\ SRZHUOHVV 6CŶV, 67ŶV,
DQG DDOLWV (ZKR DUH QXPHULFDOO\ D
PDMRULW\) WR 2BCŶV ZKR VXIIHU HF-
RQRPLFDOO\, WR QXPHULFDOO\ VPDOO UH-
OLJLRXV PLQRULWLHV ZLWK WKHLU FRQ-
VHTXHQW OLPLWHG DFFHVV WR SROLWLFDO
SRZHU. 7KH PDMRULW\ WKHQ DUH XSSHU
FDVWH, XSSHU-FODVV HLQGXV, ZKR ZL-
HOG SRZHU LQ HYHU\ VSKHUH PHQWLR-
QHG EHIRUH, ŵSULYLOHJHŶ EHLQJ WKH NH\-
ZRUG LQ WKLV GLVFXVVLRQ. 
        2XU PLQRULWLHV DUHQŶW IUHH IURP
LQVHFXULWLHV HLWKHU DQG IDOO SUH\ WR
WKH DUWLILFH RI RXU QHLJKERXUV. 7KLV
JLYHV HYHU PRUH EUD]HQQHVV WR RXU
SROLWLFDO RYHUORUGV WR LQMHFW IHDU LQWR
WKH KHDUWV RI WKH PDMRULW\. 7KHUH LV
WKXV D YLFLRXV F\FOH SODJXLQJ WKH FR-
XQWU\, SXWWLQJ WKH PDMRULW\ DQG PLQ-
RULW\ DW FRQVWDQW RGGV ZLWK HDFK RW-
KHU, ZKHUH, DW WKH FRVW RI VRXQGLQJ
SDUWLVDQ, IŶOO FRQFHGH WKDW WKH PLQR-
ULWLHV VXIIHU PRUH. 7KHUHLQ OLH WKH IR-
UHPRVW IDFWRUV SRVLQJ JUDYH KDUP WR
IQGLD DQG LWV ORYHU GHPRFUDF\.  
         AUDYLQG AGLJD, LQ KLV ŵ:KLWH
7LJHUŶ, VXJJHVWHG DQ DQWLGRWH WR WKLV.
5HIHUULQJ WR WKH MDRLVW PRYHPHQW
DQG DOOHJDWLRQV RI IRUHLJQ LQWHUYHQ-
WLRQ LQ WKH VDPH, KH DVNHG IQGLDQV WR
XQGHUVWDQG, RQFH DQG IRU DOO, WKDW
ERWK: WKHLU UHYROXWLRQDU\ DVSLUDWLRQV
DQG WKH ORYH RI IQGLD DQG GHPRF-
UDF\, ZRXOG EH GULYHQ WR D FRQVH-
TXHQFH QRW ZLWK WKH DLG RI LOO-
LQWHQWLRQHG RXWVLGH IRUFHV, EXW RQO\
ZKHQ WKH VWUXJJOH DURVH LQ WKHLU RZQ
KHDUWV, DQG WRRN URRWV LQ WKH DQQDOV
RI WKHLU RZQ FRXQWU\ŶV KLVWRU\. AQG
ZKHQ WKDW KDSSHQV, WKH PDMRULW\ WRR
ZLOO QR ORQJHU UHPDLQ VXEVHUYLHQW WR
WKH ZRUGV RI LWV GHPDJRJXHV, DQG
SURFHHG WR MRLQ WKH PLQRULWLHV LQ
WKHLU ILJKW IRU HTXDOLW\.

        7KH V\VWHP LV DZDUH WKDW LW FDQ
VLGHOLQH WKH LQQXPHURXV, SRZHUOHVV
PLQRULWLHV LQ LWV TXHVW IRU FRPSOHWH
GHVSRWLVP. BXW ZKDW DERXW WKH RQH
WUXH PDMRULW\, ZLWK WKH SULYLOHJH WR
SURPSWO\ WDNH WR WKH VWUHHWV GH-
PDQGLQJ LWV ULJKWV? 7KH VROXWLRQ XQ-
FRYHUHG E\ WKH HVWHHPHG GHP-
DJRJXHV ZDV D VLPSOH VHULHV RI VWHSV
DLPHG DW YHLOLQJ WKH PDMRULW\ŶV H\HV
DQG FUHDWLQJ D YDJXH IHDU RI WKH ŵ2W-
KHUŶ RQ WKH KRUL]RQ. 7KH PDMRULW\, LQ
VKRUW, KDV EHHQ WULFNHG LQWR GRQQLQJ
PHQWDO VKDFNOHV RI VXEVHUYLHQFH. IQ
D UHFHQW LQWHUYLHZ WR ANDVK BDQH-
UMHH (RI DHVK BKDNW IDPH), MU 5DYLV-
K KXPDU GLVFXVVHG DW OHQJWK WKH WDF-
WLFV WKDW KDG EHHQ DGRSWHG WR XSURRW
WKH RSSRVLWLRQ DQG VSLULW RI TXHVWLR-
QLQJ IURP WKH YHU\ KHDUWV RI WKH
SHRSOH. A FXOWXUH KDV EHHQ ZURXJKW
ZKHUH WKH YHU\ LGHD RI KDYLQJ DQ RS-
LQLRQ DYHUVH WR WKH UXOHUV KDV EHHQ
GHPRQL]HG. I ZRXOG OLNH WR DGG KHUH
WKDW I EHOLHYH WKDW WKH SHUVLVWHQFH RI
WKH PHQWDO VODYHU\ RI 200 \HDUV RI
FRORQLDO UXOH, IURP ZKLFK ZH DUH VWLOO
WU\LQJ WR HPHUJH, DV ZHOO DV WKH YHU\
\RXQJ DJH RI GHPRFUDWLF WKRXJKW LQ
WKH FRXQWU\, DUH ZKDW KDYH WRJHWKHU
PDGH SHRSOH YXOQHUDEOH WR WKH VHHGV
RI VXEVHUYLHQFH DQG ŵWKRXJKW-FULP-
H.Ŷ  7KDW VDLG DQG GRQH, ZH QRZ
FRPH WR WKH SURWDJRQLVWV RI RXU VKR-
Z: WKH VWDU-FURVVHG ORYHUV, IQGLDQ
5HSXEOLF DQG DHPRFUDF\, JLYHQ RY-
HU WR PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV, DQG WKH
GRHEEHOV-EVTXH YLOODLQ KLGLQJ LQ
SODLQ VLJKW: WKH WXUQFRDW IQGLDQ PH-
GLD. EDWLQJ WKURXJK PHGLD HWKLFV DQ-
G YXOQHUDELOLWLHV RI WKH SULYLOHJHG,
WKH ZRUP RI IDVFLVP KDV DW ODVW PD-
QDJHG WR ERUH LQWR WKH FRUSXV RI WKH
QDWLRQ DQG LV VORZO\ DOLHQDWLQJ LW IUR-
P GHPRFUDF\. :KHQ QHZV EHFRPHV
SUR-DJDQGD, D QDWLRQ EHFRPHV DQ
DXWRFUDF\. :KDW EHFRPHV RI D QD-
WLRQ ZKRVH PHGLD UHPDLQV OLWWOH PR-
UH WKDQ D ZHDSRQ LQ WKH KDQGV RI LWV
OHDGHUV, WKHLU FODULRQ FDOO DVNLQJ WKH
FLWL]HQŶV PXWH VSHFWDWRUVKLS WR EOD-
WDQW YLRODWLRQV RI FLYLO ULJKWV? IW JHWV
UHG-OLVWHG, RI FRXUVH: WRGD\ IQGLD UD-
QNV 142QGRQ WKH 5HSRUWHU 6DQV FUR-
QWLªUHV 5HSRUW. 1RQH RI WKH RWKHU
UHG-OLVWHG FRXQWULHV KDV HYHU FODLPHG  

THE SOLUTION
UNCOVERED BY
THE ESTEEMED
DEMAGOGUES
WAS A SIMPLE
SERIES OF STEPS

AIMED AT
VEILING THE
MAJORITYyS
EYES AND

CREATING A
VAGUE FEAR OF
THE ‘OTHERy ON
THE HORIZON.
THE MAJORITY,
IN SHORT, HAS
BEEN TRICKED
INTO DONNING

MENTAL
SHACKLES OF

SUBSERVIENCE. A
CULTURE HAS

BEEN WROUGHT
WHERE THE

VERY IDEA OF
HAVING AN

OPINION AVERSE
TO THE RULERS

HAS BEEN
DEMONIZED.
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FLQDOO\, WKH IQGLDQ MXGLFLDU\,
LQVWDWHG ZLWK WKH QREOH JRDO RI
FRPSOHWH MXVWLFH WR HYHU\ FLWL]HQ, LV
IDOOLQJ ZHDN EHIRUH D VWULQJ RI
GHELOLWDWLQJ DXWRFUDWLF HWKRV WKDW
PDUN WKH DUULYDO RI D QHZ IQGLD. A
VWDWH WKDW FODLPV WR EH D
GHPRFUDF\, EXW IDLOV RYHUWO\ RQ WKH
MXGLFLDO IURQW, LV RQH ERXQG IRU D
GLP IXWXUH. :KHQ MXGJHV ZKR
KDYH JLYHQ RYHU LPSRUWDQW YHUGLFWV
WR WKH UXOLQJ SDUW\, DUH
LPPHGLDWHO\ EHVWRZHG ZLWK
SDUOLDPHQWDU\ SRVLWLRQV SRVW-
UHWLUHPHQW, RQH FDQQRW KHOS EXW
TXHVWLRQ WKH YHUDFLW\ RI WKRVH
MXGJHPHQWV. IW PLJKWŶYH EHHQ D MXVW
YHUGLFW, EXW VXFK H[SOLFLW DFWV RI
SDWURQDJH VRZ VHHGV RI VXVSLFLRQ
LQ WKH JHQHUDO SXEOLFŶV PLQG.
MRUHRYHU, ZKHQ SHRSOH RSHQO\
GHQRXQFHG DV ULRWHUV HYHQ E\ WHFK
JLDQWV OLNH FDFHERRN, FRQWLQXH WR
URDP IUHH, ZKLOH ODZV OLNH 8A3A
MDLO D SUHJQDQW ZRPDQ IRU
ŵFRQVSLULQJ WR EORFN D URDG IRU D
SURWHVWŶ (UHDG: FRQVSLULQJ WR
H[HUFLVH WKH FRQVWLWXWLRQDO ULJKW WR
GLVVHQW); RU DUUHVW SHRSOH IRU
ŵWKRXJKW-FULPHVŶ, WKHQ RQH FDQ EH
VXUH RI WKH H[WHQW WR ZKLFK IQGLD
DQG GHPRFUDF\ŶV ORYH DIIDLU KDV
VRXUHG. 

IQ MU 5DYLVK KXPDUŶV RUGV, ŵ7KH
PHGLD KDV EHFRPH DQ H[WHQVLRQ RI
WKH VWDWH LWVHOIŶ DQG ŵIQVWLWXWLRQDO
MRXUQDOLVP LV GHDG LQ IQGLD.Ŷ         
      7KDW WKHVH FKDQQHOV DUH VWLOO
EHLQJ FRQVXPHG ZLWK XWPRVW
UHOLVK, FRPH HYHQLQJV, E\
KRXVHKROGV FRXQWU\ZLGH, SRLQWV
WR D GHHSHU URW RI PRUDOLW\
SODJXLQJ WKH FRXQWU\. :KHQ GLG
RXU YDOXH V\VWHP GHJUDGH WR VXFK
DQ H[WHQW WKDW ZH EHFDPH WKLV
YR\HXULVWLF DQ DXGLHQFH, KDSS\ WR
ZDWFK D KXQGUHG PHQ ZLWK
FDPHUDV YLRODWH WKH SHUVRQ RI D
ZRPDQ ZKR KDV QRW HYHQ EHHQ
SURYHQ JXLOW\ RI WKH FKDUJHV
OHYHOOHG DJDLQVW KHU DV \HW? HDG ZH
QRW EHHQ YXOWXUHV LQ WKH JXLVH RI
WHOHYLVLRQ YLHZHUV, QR FKDQQHO
ZRXOGŶYH GDUHG WR FKDVH 753V LQ
WKLV PDQQHU. 7KH QHHG RI WKH KRXU
LV IRU FRPPRQ FLWL]HQV RI WKH
FRXQWU\ WR SDXVH DQG UHIOHFW: DUH
RXU YDOXHV EHLQJ GHVWUR\HG WR
IXUWKHU RXU PHQWDO HQVODYHPHQW?
7KH OD\HUV RI WKH DQVZHU ERUQ RXW
RI WKLV UHIOHFWLRQ ZLOO VFDUH XV.
3HUKDSV ZH ZLOO HYHQ VWRS
UHFRJQL]LQJ ZKRP ZH HQFRXQWHU
LQ WKH PLUURU. 7R FRQFOXGH: WKLV
PRUDO FROODSVH LV D WUDJHG\ RI RXU
WLPHV. 

WR EH GHPRFUDF\, RU SRVVHVVHV D
FRQVWLWXWLRQ DV LQWULFDWHO\ PDGH DV
RXUV.
       A VLPSOH DQDO\VLV RI 3 PRQWKV-
ZRUWK RI QHZV VWRULHV, FRYHUHG E\
VRPH RI WKH WRS-UDQNHG PHGLD
KRXVHV RI WKH FRXQWU\, XQHDUWKHG D
FXULRXV WUHQG: RXW RI HYHU\ 365
GHEDWHV, RQO\ RQH ZDV RQ WKH
VRFLR-HFRQRPLF LPSDFWV RI
C29ID-19 DQG LVVXHV RI
JRYHUQDQFH LQ WKH WLPHV RI
CRURQD. 7KH YLOH PHGLD WULDO RQ
WKH 665 GHDWK FDVH, D EUXWDO ZLWFK
KXQW RI WKH ZRP[Q LQ KLV OLIH E\
PREV RI ŵMRXUQDOLVWVŶ, DV ZHOO DV
SXWWLQJ GRZQ PRVW XQDEDVKHGO\
RI DQ\RQH ZKR GDUHG WR TXHVWLRQ
ZK\ WKH LVVXHV RI WKH GHEDWH
ZHUHQŶW IQGR-CKLQD ERUGHU
WHQVLRQV, IDOOLQJ GD3 HWF., KDYH DOO
HURGHG WKH IDLWK RI IQGLDQ
WKRXJKW-FRQVFLRXV LQ MHGLD.
MHGLD LV VXSSRVHGO\ WKH IRXUWK
SLOODU RI GHPRFUDF\, WKH PRVW
YLEUDQW DUP RI FLYLO VRFLHW\ WKDW
VKLHOGV WKH FLWL]HQV IURP WKHLU
UXOHUV. BXW WKLV FRUSRUDWLVP, D
EOLQG FKDVH RI 753V DQG SROLWLFDO
V\FRSKDQF\ KDYH PRVW
VLJQLILFDQWO\ FRQWULEXWHG WR D
V\VWHPDWLF EUHDNGRZQ RI
GHPRFUDWLF FRQVFLRXVQHVV
DPRQJVW WKH PDVVHV. 

 IN SHORT: ‘THE MEDIA HAS BECOME AN EXTENSION OF
THE STATE ITSELFy AND ‘INSTITUTIONAL JOURNALISM IS

DEAD IN INDIA.y- RAVISH KUMAR

THE NEED OF THE HOUR IS FOR COMMON CITIZENS OF THE COUNTRY TO
PAUSE AND REFLECT: ARE OUR VALUES BEING DESTROYED TO FURTHER OUR
MENTAL ENSLAVEMENT? THE MORAL COLLAPSE FACING THE INDIAN SOCIETY

IS A TRAGEDY OF OUR TIMES.
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PUHYLRXV SSUHaG: SKaPPL, a 38 \HaU ROG UHVLGHQW RI KKaMXUL
KKaV,  ORRNV aW WKH GaPaJH GRQH WR KHU KRPH aIWHU aQ aWWFN b\
PRbV ZLWK SHWURO bRPbV. B\ SaQG\ FRUG IRU TKH CaUaYaQ. 



A dHO`l DIdCOq`dE OH IHDIAH dECqLA`IdG
WheQ Whe SWaWe iWVeOf WXUQV iWV back RQ a ceUWaiQ gURXS RU cRPPXQiW\, aQd defiQeV 

aQd dePaUcaWeV iWV eQePieV, QRWhiQg bXW SWaWe-VSRQVRUed YiROeQce caQ eQVXe. 

fUom Whe VecXlaUiVm WhaW deYeloSed in Whe
WeVW. While Whe idea iV WeVWeUn, iW doeV
noW fXncWion in a manneU VimilaU Wo hoZ iW
doeV in Whe WeVW. FoU VWaUWeUV, Indian
VecXlaUiVm iV noW a WoWal inacWion of Whe
SWaWe in maWWeUV UelaWed Wo Ueligion. GiYen
Whe XndemocUaWic naWXUe of man\ UeligionV
and WheiU oSSUeVViYe laZV Zhich haYe
e[iVWed SaUWicXlaUl\ in oXU VocieW\, Whe
Indian VecXlaUiVm model, along ZiWh Whe faU
SUogUeVViYe ConVWiWXWion of India, iV of a
UefoUmaWiYe naWXUe: in Whe Indian conWe[W,
iW iV Whe dXW\ of Whe SWaWe Wo fXUWheU Whe
SUoceVV of Vocial jXVWice and eTXaliW\ of
oSSoUWXniW\ųneceVVaU\ in a democUaWic
VocieW\. ThiV endeaYoXU cannoW be made
SoVVible if Whe VecXlaU and democUaWic laZV
cannoW inWeUYene Wo faciliWaWe UefoUmV in
Whe UeligionV Wo make WheiU naWXUe leVV
oSSUeVViYe and moUe egaliWaUian. 

The ConVWiWXWion of India SUoYideV in no
XnceUWain WeUmV WhaW India iV Wo be a VecXlaU
SWaWe. HoZeYeU, in UealiW\ amSle eYidence
e[iVWV of HindX UighW-Zing mobiliVaWion b\
SoliWical SaUWieV; and XVe of Whe VecXlaU
naWXUe of Whe SWaWe and inWeUWZined SolicieV
of SoViWiYe diVcUiminaWion SUoYided b\ Whe
conVWiWXWion aV inVWUXmenWV of minoUiW\
aSSeaVemenW Wo VecXUe YoWeV. ThiV haV
cUeaWed inWeU-UeligioXV aV Zell aV inWUa-
UeligioXV hoVWiliWieV among YaUioXV
commXniWieV aV idenWiW\ SoliWicV on
UeligioXV gUoXndV deeSenV, and haV fXUWheU
moYed Whe diVcoXUVe of Indian SoliWicV
WoZaUdV a moUe UighW-Zing focXVVed
naUUaWiYe, aV one gUoXS VeekV Whe YoWe of
Whe majoUiW\ and anoWheU gUoXS VeekV Whe
YoWeV of Whe minoUiWieV. ThiV ZaV VXSSoVed
Wo be SUeYenWed XndeU Whe VecXlaU VWaWe. 

cUeaWing a falVe VenVe of WhUeaW oU inVWilling
inVecXUiW\ in a gUoXS of SeoSle along Whe
lineV of Uace oU Ueligion. The eYenWV WhaW
Xnfolded in Na]i GeUman\ VhoXld foUeYeU
Uemain eYidence of Whe SWaWe'V
UeVSonVibiliW\ Wo Uemain SoViWiYel\ neXWUal
among iWV SeoSleV; foU Zhen Whe SWaWe
iWVelf WXUnV iWV back on a ceUWain gUoXS oU
commXniW\, and defineV and demaUcaWeV
iWV enemieV, noWhing bXW SWaWe-VSonVoUed
Yiolence can enVXe. OXW of Whe ideaV of
libeUaliVm emeUgeV fUeedom of WhoXghW
and e[SUeVVion. FUeedom of belief and Whe
libeUW\ Wo indiYidXalV Wo chooVe an idea of
God Wo belieYe in iV a WeneW of VecXlaUiVm.
Indian VecXlaUiVm iV diffeUenW 

HiVWoU\ haV been ZiWneVV Wo Whe
hoUUoUV of UighW-Zing
naWionaliVm   WhaW   aUiVeV   oXW   of 
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AFWLYLVWV IURP WKH HLQGX BaMUaQJ
DaO PaUW\ , WKH \RXWK ZLQJ RI WKH
VLVKYa HLQGX PaULVKaG, aW a
SURFHVVLRQ PaUNLQJ WKH
aQQLYHUVaU\ RI WKH GHPROLWLRQ RI
WKH BabUL MaVMLG RQ DHFHPbHU 6
1992. (NaULQGHU NaQX/AFP)



IRUHLJQSROLF\.FRP

:KLOH WKH 6WDWH JUDQWHG DPSOH IUHHGRP RI
FRQVFLHQFH WR DOO SHUVRQV WR EHOLHYH LQ D UHOLJLRQ
WKDW WKH\ ZDQWHG WR, DQG QR IDYRXU ZDV JLYHQ WR
DQ\ VLQJOH UHOLJLRQ, WKLV KDV QRW EHHQ WKH JHQHUDO
IHHOLQJ DPRQJ WKH PDVVHV ZKR KDYH IHOW WKDW
WKHLU IDLWK ZDV WKUHDWHQHG E\ DWWDFN IURP DQ
"RXWVLGHU" WKDW FRXOG HURGH WKHLU V\VWHP RI
EHOLHI.
             7KH FRORQLDO SROLF\ RI GLYLGH DQG UXOH
SLWWHG HLQGXV DQG MXVOLPV DV PXWXDO
DQWDJRQLVWV ZKR ZHUH SHUSHWXDOO\ ORFNHG LQ D
VWUXJJOH WR ZLQ IDYRXUV DQG EH FRQVLGHUHG PRUH
IDYRXUDEO\ VR DV QRW WR EH RSSUHVVHG DW WKH
KDQGV RI WKH BULWLVK. 7KH BULWLVK SXW IRUZDUG
VHYHUDO SROLFLHV LQFOXGLQJ VHSDUDWH HOHFWRUDWHV,
LQWURGXFHG ZLWK WKH MRUOH\-MLQWR UHIRUPV.
7KH LGHD ZDV WKDW RQO\ MXVOLPV FRXOG SURWHFW
WKH ULJKWV RI MXVOLPV DQG WKHUHIRUH WKH\ DORQH
VKDOO KDYH VHSDUDWH MXVOLP UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV
YRWHG WR SRZHU E\ MXVOLP YRWHUV. II HLQGXV DQG
MXVOLPV NHSW ILJKWLQJ ZLWK HDFK RWKHU, WKH\
FRXOG QHYHU EH XQLWHG XQGHU D FRPPRQ LGHQWLW\
ųWKDW RI IQGLDQV.
            7KLV FRORQLDO GLYLGH RQ FRPPXQDO OLQHV
VHHPV WR KDYH WUDQVODWHG IDLUO\ HDVLO\ LQWR WKH
PRGHUQ-GD\ SROLWLFV. 5LJKW-ZLQJ HLQGX
QDWLRQDOLVWLF SDUWLHV KDYH EHHQ SURSDJDWLQJ IRU
RYHU 30 \HDUV QRZ WKDW IQGLD LV D ODQG RI HLQGXV
LQ DQ HIIRUW WR XQLWH WKHP DJDLQVW D FRPPRQ
HQHP\ųIVODPųZLWK WKH 566 DW WKH KHDG RI
WKLV. AOO RI WKLV LV WR FUHDWH D VROLG DQG XQIDLOLQJ
HOHFWRUDWH WKDW KDV EHHQ EUDLQZDVKHG LQWR
WKLQNLQJ WKDW, ZHUH WKH\ WR ORVH WKHLU XQLW\ DQG
QRW VWDQG WRJHWKHU DJDLQVW WKLV FRPPRQ HQHP\,
HLQGXV ZRXOG EH VXEMHFW WR WKH ZLVKHV RI WKH
PLQRULW\ DQG EH GRPLQDWHG WKHUHRI. IQ D
FRXQWU\ ZLWK DERXW 80% RI SRSXODWLRQ
IROORZLQJ HLQGXLVP, WKH DQWLFV RI UHOLJLRXV
GLYLGH XVHG E\ WKH BULWLVK SOD\ YHU\ ZHOO WR
FUHDWH D FRPPXQDO HOHFWRUDWH WKDW ZRXOG KHOS
HOHFW WKDW SDUW\ WR SRZHU WKDW FODLPV WR ZRUN WR
SURWHFW WKH FRPPXQLW\ IURP WKH VDLG HQHP\.
AQG ZKHQ VXFK SDUW\ LV HOHFWHG WR SRZHU, WKHQ
WKH GRYHUQPHQW, DV ZHOO DV WKH 6WDWH KDV D FOHDU
HQHP\.
        7KLV LV DJDLQVW WKH VSLULW RI VHFXODULVP
HQVKULQHG LQ WKH CRQVWLWXWLRQ RI IQGLD. A
VHFXODU 6WDWH FDQQRW DQG VKRXOG QRW KDYH VSDFH
IRU VXFK ULJKW-ZLQJ PRELOLVDWLRQ. HRZHYHU,
WKHUH LV HYLGHQFH WKLV H[DFW VWUDWHJ\ FRXSOHG
ZLWK ULRWV RQ FRPPXQDO OLQHV KDV OHG WR LQFUHDVH
LQ SRSXODULW\ RI WKH BJ3. A <DOH VWXG\ VWDWHV WKDW
BJ3 OHDGHUV EHQHILWWHG LQ VWDWH HOHFWLRQV IURP
FRPPXQDO ULRWV. 7KH ULRWV SRODULVHG WKH
HOHFWRUDWH DQG VDZ DQ LQFUHDVH LQ WKH HLQGX
PDMRULW\ YRWH RI WKH BJ3 ZKLOH WKH VDPH
VLWXDWLRQ FDXVHG UHGXFHG YRWHV IRU WKH IQGLDQ
1DWLRQDO CRQJUHVV, ZKLFK UHOLHG RQ PLQRULW\
VXSSRUW IRU ZLQQLQJ HOHFWLRQV. :KLOH WKH
CRQJUHVV KDV EHHQ DFFXVHG RI PLQRULW\
DSSHDVHPHQW, DQG WR VRPH H[WHQW LW PD\ EH WUXH,
WKHUH LV DOVR PHULW WR SROLFLHV WKDW ORRN DIWHU WKH
LQWHUHVWV RI WKH PLQRULWLHV VLQFH WKH VDPH VWXG\
SURYHV WKDW GXH WR VXFK SROLFLHV E\ WKH
CRQJUHVV, LW KDG UHVXOWHG LQ PRUH FRPPXQDO
KDUPRQ\ RYHUDOO. AQG, KDG WKH CRQJUHVV ORVW LQ 

 WKHVH HOHFWLRQV, WKHUH ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ DQ 11%
LQFUHDVH LQ FRPPXQDO ULRWV DQG WKRXVDQGV PRUH
ZRXOG KDYH GLHG.
         IQGLD KDV IDLOHG WR EH D WUXO\ VHFXODU VWDWH DV
LW GRHV QRW VHSDUDWH WKH 6WDWH IURP UHOLJLRQ. FRU
DOO PDMRU UHOLJLRXV FRPPXQLWLHV H[LVW WKHLU RZQ
SHUVRQDO ODZV, ZKLFK PHDQ WKDW WKH
CRQVWLWXWLRQ DQG ODZV RI WKH 6WDWH DUH QRW WKH
VROH DXWKRULWLHV, ZLWK WKH FLYLO VRFLHW\ LV EHLQJ
JRYHUQHG E\ UHOLJLRXV SHUVRQDO ODZV. 7KLV,
WKHUHIRUH, H[SDQGV UHOLJLRQ WR WDNH WKH IRUP RI D
JRYHUQLQJ DXWKRULW\ RYHU WKH FLWL]HQV, ZKHUHDV,
UHOLJLRQ VKRXOG QRW H[LVW EH\RQG WKH VFRSH RI
IDLWK DQG SHUVRQDO EHOLHI DV HQVKULQHG XQGHU WKH
CRQVWLWXWLRQ LQ AUWLFOH 25, ZKLFK RIIHUV QR
H[SOLFLW ULJKW WR EH JRYHUQHG E\ LQGLYLGXDO
SHUVRQDO ODZV. 5HOLJLRQ WKHUHIRUH, QHHGV WR EH
UHGXFHG WR D PHUH SHUVRQDO LGHQWLW\ DQG
SHUVRQDO EHOLHI, DZD\ IURP WKH JRYHUQLQJ
DXWKRULW\ LQ WKH IQGLDQ 6WDWH WKDW LW LV WRGD\.
AFURVV DOO UHOLJLRQV H[LVW RSSUHVVLYH,
PLVRJ\QLVWLF, DQG SDWHUQDOLVWLF ODZV WKDW HQIRUFH
GRJPD DQG PRUDOLW\. 7KH IQGLDQ 6WDWH KDV QR
UHOLJLRQ. AQG WKHUHIRUH, FLWL]HQV RI IQGLD VKRXOG
RQO\ EH JRYHUQHG E\ VHFXODU ODZV RI WKH 6WDWH.
2QH ZD\ WR GR WKLV LV WR LQWURGXFH D 8QLIRUP
CLYLO CRGH, VR WKDW UHOLJLRQ LV RQO\ UHGXFHG WR D
SHUVRQDO LGHQWLW\ WKDW FDQQRW EH ZHDSRQLVHG E\
SROLWLFLDQV WR FDXVH FRPPXQDO GLVKDUPRQ\ DQG
JDLQ YRWHV E\ SRODULVLQJ HOHFWRUDWHV.
          MRUHRYHU, UHOLJLRXV RUJDQLVDWLRQV OLNH WKH
566 VKRXOG QRW EH DOORZHG WR FRQWURO SROLWLFDO
SDUWLHV OLNH WKH BJ3. 566 PHPEHUV JR RQ WR MRLQ
HLQGX-QDWLRQDOLVW SDUWLHV OLNH WKH BJ3. :KHQ
RUJDQLVDWLRQV FDUU\ D VHFWDULDQ JRDO OLNH WKDW RI
WKH 566, QDWXUDOO\ WKHLU PHPEHUV FDUU\ WKRVH
VDPH DPELWLRQV. AQG, ZKHQ VXFK PHPEHUV DUH
DOORZHG WR FRQWHVW HOHFWLRQV DQG IRUP WKH
GRYHUQPHQW, WKH GRYHUQPHQW WKHQ FDUULHV WKH
VDPH JRDOV DV WKH SROLWLFDO OHDGHUVKLS. 6ORZO\,
WKH ZKROH VWDWH PDFKLQHU\ VXFFXPEV WR WKH
KLGGHQ DJHQGD DQG DOO ZKHHOV DUH WXUQHG WR
FDUU\ RXW VDLG DJHQGD DQG DFKLHYH VSHFLILF JRDOV.
7KHUHIRUH, D EDQ RQ UHOLJLRXV RUJDQLVDWLRQV
IURP FRQWHVWLQJ LQ HOHFWLRQV ZRXOG PHDQ DQ HQ
PDVVH HUDGLFDWLRQ RI KLGGHQ FRPPXQDO
DJHQGDV. 3ROLWLFLDQV ZRXOG EH HQFRXUDJHG WR
WDON PRUH LQ WHUPV RI VHFXODU DQG FRQVWLWXWLRQDO
YDOXHV RI QDWLRQ-EXLOGLQJ UDWKHU WKDQ IUHQ]LHG
UKHWRULF RI D HLQGX UDVKWUD.
          IQ D VHFXODU 6WDWH VXFK DV IQGLD, DPSOH VSDFH
VWLOO UHPDLQV IRU ULJKW-ZLQJ SRODULVDWLRQ GXH WR
IDFWRUV UDQJLQJ IURP UHOLJLRQ EHLQJ ZHDSRQLVHG
DV PRUH WKDQ D PHUH SHUVRQDO IDLWK DQG LGHQWLW\,
DQG WKH DGPLVVLRQ RI UHOLJLRXV RUJDQLVDWLRQV
LQWR SROLWLFV DQG JRYHUQDQFH. 3DUWLHV SRODULVH
WKH HOHFWRUDWHV WR JDLQ EHQHILWV LQ WKH HOHFWLRQV
DW WKH FRVW RI WKH IQGLDQ SHRSOHV DQG WHDU WKH
GHPRFUDWLF IDEULF RI WKH QDWLRQ. 7UXH VHSDUDWLRQ
RI WKH 6WDWH IURP DQ\ UHOLJLRQ LV RQO\ SRVVLEOH LI
WKH RQO\ JRYHUQLQJ ODZV RI WKH VRFLHW\ DUH WKH
VHFXODU DQG HJDOLWDULDQ ODZV WHVWHG RQ WKH DQYLO
RI FRQVWLWXWLRQDO PRUDOLW\. 7KHUHIRUH, LW LV
LPSHUDWLYH WKDW D 8QLIRUP CLYLO CRGH VKRXOG
UHSODFH WKH SHUVRQDO ODZV WKDW JRYHUQ WKH IQGLDQ
VRFLHW\ DV RI QRZ.

INDIA HAS FAILED
TO BE A TRULY
SECULAR STATE
AS IT DOES NOT
SEPARATE THE
STATE FROM

RELIGION. FOR ALL
MAJOR RELIGIOUS

COMMUNITIES
EXIST THEIR OWN
PERSONAL LAWS,
WHICH MEAN

THAT THE
CONSTITUTION
AND LAWS OF
THE STATE ARE
NOT THE SOLE
AUTHORITIES,

WITH THE CIVIL
SOCIETY IS BEING
GOVERNED BY

RELIGIOUS
PERSONAL LAWS. 
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al  cell of the DelhǕ .olǕce followǕng ŇŇ hours of detaǕled
ǕnterrogatǕon\ 2ǔar KhalǕd was charged under the
sectǕons of 2nlawful ActǕvǕtǕes ř.reventǕonŚ Aǔendǔent
Act of ňņŇō under FI/ ŋō of ňņňņ whǕch was fǕled on
March Ō Ǖn relatǕon to the DelhǕ vǕolenceĨ whǕch broke
out Ǖn February and claǕǔed ŋŉ lǕves\ 1hǕs was Ǖn the
context of ragǕng natǕonwǕde deǔonstratǕons agaǕnst the
CǕtǕzenshǕp řAǔendǔentŚ Act of ňņŇōĨ whǕch ǔakes
sweepǕng changes to the orǕgǕnal statuteĨ relǕgǕous
crǕterǕa beǕng one aǔong theǔ\ 2ǔar Ǖs charged under
four sectǕons of the 2A.A ňņŇō whǕch Ǖnclude abetǔentĨ
causǕng deathĨ fundraǕsǕng and conspǕracy\

BX Nikhil Jois KS

On 0epteǔber ŇŉĨ ňņňņ forǔer .hD scholar
froǔ Jawaharlal Nehru 2nǕversǕty and polǕtǕcal
actǕvǕst 2ǔar KhalǕd  was arrested by the specǕŕ
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On SepWember 13, 2020 former PhD scholar from
JaZaharlal NehrX UniYersiW\       and poliWical acWiYisW Umar
Khalid Zas arresWed b\ Whe special cell of Whe Delhi Police
folloZing 11 hoXrs of deWailed inWerrogaWion. Umar Khalid
Zas charged Xnder Whe secWions of UnlaZfXl AcWiYiWies
(PreYenWion) AmendmenW AcW of 2019 Xnder FIR 59 of
2020 Zhich Zas filed on March 6 in relaWion Wo Whe Delhi
Yiolence, Zhich broke oXW in FebrXar\ and claimed 53 liYes.
This Zas in Whe conWe[W of raging naWionZide
demonsWraWions againsW Whe CiWi]enship (AmendmenW) AcW
of 2019, Zhich makes sZeeping changes Wo Whe original
sWaWXWe, religioXs criWeria being one among Whem. Umar is
charged Xnder foXr secWions of Whe UAPA 2019 Zhich
inclXde abeWmenW, caXsing deaWh, fXndraising and
conspirac\. To back Xp Whis claim, Whe Delhi Police claimed
in an affidaYiW filed on JXl\ 13 WhaW Whe moWiYes behind anWi-
CAA proWesWs Zere ŹsecessionisWź in naWXre and WhaW Whe
proWesWers Zere Xsing ŹWhe fa©ade of ciYil disobedienceź Wo
desWabili]e Whe goYernmenW. In FIR nXmber 65 of 2020, Whe
police fXrWher claimed WhaW Khalid allegedl\ haWched a
broad conspirac\ along ZiWh former AAP coXncillor Tahir
HXssian Wo defame and malign Whe dXl\ elecWed
goYernmenW aW Whe cenWre in relaWion Wo Whe CAA and link
iW ZiWh Whe FebrXar\ YisiW of Whe US PresidenW Donald
TrXmp. The affidaYiW fXrWher sWaWed WhaW 750 FIRs and 200
charge sheeWs haYe been filed relaWing Wo commXnal
Yiolence in Delhi.
          TKe DeOKL SROLce cOaLP: A KROLVWLc YLeZ RI aOO WKe
WKUee SKaVeV aQd WKe LQYeVWLJaWLRQV ZKLcK KaYe beeQ
cRQdXcWed VR IaU LQ LQdLYLdXaO FIRV aQd WKe OeadV ZKLcK WKe
DeOKL PROLce KaYe beeQ abOe WR aVceUWaLQ, cOeaUO\
dePRQVWUaWeV WKaW WKe SUeVeQW LQcLdeQWV RI YLROeQce ZeUe QRW
LQVWLJaWed LQ a VSXU RI WKe PRPeQW RU becaXVe RI aQ\
WeQVLRQV beWZeeQ WZR cRPPXQLWLeV IRU aQ RbYLRXV UeOLJLRXV
caXVe, bXW ZeUe caUeIXOO\ eQJLQeeUed aQd IXQded b\
PLVcKLeYRXV eOePeQWV aQd IULQJe JURXSV, ZKR, LQ SXUVXLW RI
WKeLU PRWLYaWed KLddeQ aJeQdaV, LQVWLOOed a IaOVe IeaU aQd
SaQLc LQ WKe PLQdV RI a VecWLRQ RI VRcLeW\ aQd SURYRNed/
LQVWLJaWed WKeP WR WaNe OaZ aQd RUdeU LQ WKeLU KaQdV aQd
UeVRUW WR YLROeQce.
           HoZeYer, Khalid does noW sWand alone in being a
recenW YicWim of Whe draconian UAPA and Whe significanW
Woll iW Wakes on Whe qXesWion of dXe process of Whe laZ, ciYil
liberWies and on Whe Zhole, Whe qXesWion of jXsWice and Whe
sWaWXWor\ mandaWe Wo deWermine ŹWrXWhź Zhile adjXdicaWing
on Źcrimesź. SeYeral of Whe anWi-CAA proWesWors ranging
from sWXdenWs Wo academics haYe been deWained Xnder Whe
UAPA Xnder precarioXs charges and absence of
Wransparenc\. Since 2018, prominenW social acWiYisWs haYe
been deWained and arresWed Xnder Whe UAPA for alleged
inYolYemenW in Whe Bhima-Koregaon Yiolence, hoZeYer,
ZiWhoXW a shred of eYidence. Before delYing inWo Whe
anaWom\ of Whe UAPA, iW is imperaWiYe

Wo look aW ZhaW Whe Home MinisWer had Wo sWaWe Zhile
placing Whe amendmenW bill in Whe ParliamenW lasW \ear.
He sWaWed: I belieYe heaY\-handedness is essenWial Wo rooW
oXW Werrorism and noW sofW approach from Whe goYernmenW.
IW is essenWial Wo look aW Whe implemenWaWion of Whe laZ
raWher Whan Whe laZ iWself Zhich Whe opposiWion leaders
haYe alleged Wo be draconian. Tell me, isnŶW iW reqXired Wo
designaWe an indiYidXal or indiYidXals Zho Wake parW in a
WerrorisW acW a WerrorisW? NoW jXsW Whose, Whose Zho aid and
abeW Werrorism are eqXall\ cXlpable in WerrorisW acWs. Those
Zho spread Whe fren]\ of Werrorism WhroXgh possession and
disbXrsemenW of WerrorisW maWerial and WerrorisW propaganda
are also reqXired Wo be prosecXWed. And if all sXch
indiYidXals are designaWed as WerrorisWs, I donŶW Whink an\
member of parliamenW shoXld haYe an\ objecWion.
(Emphasis mine).
        Therefore, the amendment made to the UAPA 2019 is
as such: 5. In section 35 of the principal Act:
(L) LQ VXb-VecWLRQ (1),ձ (A) LQ cOaXVe (a), aIWeU WKe ZRUdV
"FLUVW ScKedXOe", WKe ZRUdV "RU WKe QaPe RI aQ LQdLYLdXaO
LQ WKe FRXUWK ScKedXOe" VKaOO be LQVeUWed; (B) LQ cOaXVe (b),
aIWeU WKe ZRUdV "UQLWed NaWLRQV", WKe ZRUdV "RU WKe QaPe
RI aQ LQdLYLdXaO LQ WKe FRXUWK ScKedXOe" VKaOO be LQVeUWed;
(C) LQ cOaXVe (c), aIWeU WKe ZRUdV "FLUVW ScKedXOe", WKe
ZRUdV "RU WKe QaPe RI aQ LQdLYLdXaO IURP WKe FRXUWK
ScKedXOe" VKaOO be LQVeUWed; (D) LQ cOaXVe (d), aIWeU WKe
ZRUdV "FLUVW ScKedXOe", WKe ZRUdV "RU WKe FRXUWK ScKedXOe"
VKaOO be LQVeUWed; (LL) LQ VXb-VecWLRQ (2), IRU WKe ZRUdV "aQ
RUJaQLVaWLRQ RQO\ LI LW beOLeYeV WKaW LW LV", WKe ZRUdV "aQ
RUJaQLVaWLRQ RU aQ LQdLYLdXaO RQO\ LI LW beOLeYeV WKaW VXcK
RUJaQLVaWLRQ RU LQdLYLdXaO LV" VKaOO be VXbVWLWXWed; (LLL) LQ
VXb-VecWLRQ (3), IRU WKe ZRUdV "aQ RUJaQLVaWLRQ VKaOO be
deePed WR be LQYROYed LQ WeUURULVP LI LW", WKe ZRUdV "aQ
RUJaQLVaWLRQ RU aQ LQdLYLdXaO VKaOO be deePed WR be
LQYROYed LQ WeUURULVP LI VXcK RUJaQLVaWLRQ RU LQdLYLdXaO"
VKaOO be VXbVWLWXWed. 6. IQ VecWLRQ 36 RI WKe SULQcLSaO AcW,ձ
(L) LQ WKe PaUJLQaO KeadLQJ, IRU WKe ZRUdV "a WeUURULVW
RUJaQLVaWLRQ", WKe ZRUdV "WeUURULVW RUJaQLVaWLRQ RU
LQdLYLdXaO" VKaOO be VXbVWLWXWed; (LL) LQ VXb-VecWLRQ (1), IRU
WKe ZRUdV "aQ RUJaQLVaWLRQ IURP WKe ScKedXOe", WKe ZRUdV
"aQ RUJaQLVaWLRQ IURP WKe FLUVW ScKedXOe, RU aV WKe caVe
Pa\ be, WKe QaPe RI aQ LQdLYLdXaO IURP WKe FRXUWK
ScKedXOe" VKaOO be VXbVWLWXWed; (LLL) LQ VXb-VecWLRQ (2),ձ
(A) LQ cOaXVe (b), IRU WKe ZRUdV "ScKedXOe aV a WeUURULVW
RUJaQLVaWLRQ", WKe ZRUdV "FLUVW ScKedXOe aV a WeUURULVW
RUJaQLVaWLRQ, RU" VKaOO be VXbVWLWXWed; (B) aIWeU cOaXVe (b),
WKe IROORZLQJ cOaXVe VKaOO be LQVeUWed, QaPeO\:ձ "(c) aQ\
SeUVRQ aIIecWed b\ LQcOXVLRQ RI KLV QaPe LQ WKe FRXUWK
ScKedXOe aV a WeUURULVW."; (LY) LQ VXb-VecWLRQ (5), IRU WKe
ZRUdV "aQ RUJaQLVaWLRQ IURP WKe ScKedXOe", WKe ZRUdV "aQ
RUJaQLVaWLRQ IURP WKe FLUVW ScKedXOe RU WKe QaPe RI aQ
LQdLYLdXaO IURP WKe FRXUWK ScKedXOe" VKaOO be VXbVWLWXWed;
(Y) LQ VXb-VecWLRQ (6), 
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afWer Whe Zords "an organisaWion", Whe Zords "or an
indiYidXal" shall be inserWed; (Yi) in sXb-secWion (7), for
Whe Zord "SchedXle", Whe Zords "FirsW SchedXle or Whe
name of an indiYidXal from Whe FoXrWh SchedXle" shall
be sXbsWiWXWed.
             HRZeYeU, Whe HRPe MiQiVWeU haV cRQYeQieQWO\ UefXVed

WR ORRN aW Whe facW WhaW ChaSWeU 4 Rf Whe SUeYiRXVO\ e[iVWiQg

VWaWXWe SURYideV fRU SURVecXWiRQ Rf iQdiYidXaOV iQYROYed iQ Whe

źXQOaZfXOŻ aQd źWeUURUiVWŻ acW. HeUe iV ZhaW ChaSWeU 4,

SecWiRQ 15 VWaWeV: [15. TeUURUiVW acW.Ŵ [(1)] WhReYeU dReV aQ\

acW ZiWh iQWeQW WR WhUeaWeQ RU OiNeO\ WR WhUeaWeQ Whe XQiW\,

iQWegUiW\, VecXUiW\ [, ecRQRPic VecXUiW\,] RU VRYeUeigQW\ Rf IQdia

RU ZiWh iQWeQW WR VWUiNe WeUURU RU OiNeO\ WR VWUiNe WeUURU iQ Whe

SeRSOe RU aQ\ VecWiRQ Rf Whe SeRSOe iQ IQdia RU iQ aQ\ fRUeigQ

cRXQWU\,Ŵ (a) b\ XViQg bRPbV, d\QaPiWe RU RWheU e[SORViYe

VXbVWaQceV RU iQfOaPPabOe VXbVWaQceV RU fiUeaUPV RU RWheU

OeWhaO ZeaSRQV RU SRiVRQRXV RU QR[iRXV gaVeV RU RWheU

chePicaOV RU b\ aQ\ RWheU VXbVWaQceV (ZheWheU biRORgicaO

UadiRacWiYe, QXcOeaU RU RWheUZiVe) Rf a ha]aUdRXV QaWXUe RU b\

aQ\ RWheU PeaQV Rf ZhaWeYeU QaWXUe WR caXVe RU OiNeO\ WR

caXVeŴ (i) deaWh Rf, RU iQjXUieV WR, aQ\ SeUVRQ RU SeUVRQV; RU

(ii) ORVV Rf, RU daPage WR, RU deVWUXcWiRQ Rf, SURSeUW\; RU (iii)

diVUXSWiRQ Rf aQ\ VXSSOieV RU VeUYiceV eVVeQWiaO WR Whe Oife Rf Whe

cRPPXQiW\ iQ IQdia RU iQ aQ\ fRUeigQ cRXQWU\; RU [(iiia)

daPage WR, Whe PRQeWaU\ VWabiOiW\ Rf IQdia b\ Za\ Rf

SURdXcWiRQ RU VPXggOiQg RU ciUcXOaWiRQ Rf high TXaOiW\

cRXQWeUfeiW IQdiaQ SaSeU cXUUeQc\, cRiQ RU Rf aQ\ RWheU

PaWeUiaO; RU] (iY) daPage RU deVWUXcWiRQ Rf aQ\ SURSeUW\ iQ

IQdia RU iQ a fRUeigQ cRXQWU\ XVed RU iQWeQded WR be XVed fRU

Whe defeQce Rf IQdia RU iQ cRQQecWiRQ ZiWh aQ\ RWheU SXUSRVeV

Rf Whe GRYeUQPeQW Rf IQdia, aQ\ SWaWe GRYeUQPeQW RU aQ\ Rf

WheiU ageQcieV; RU (b) RYeUaZeV b\ PeaQV Rf cUiPiQaO fRUce RU

Whe VhRZ Rf cUiPiQaO fRUce RU aWWePSWV WR dR VR RU caXVeV deaWh

Rf aQ\ SXbOic fXQcWiRQaU\ RU aWWePSWV WR caXVe deaWh Rf aQ\

SXbOic fXQcWiRQaU\; RU (c) deWaiQV, NidQaSV RU abdXcWV aQ\

SeUVRQ aQd WhUeaWeQV WR NiOO RU iQjXUe VXch SeUVRQ RU dReV aQ\

RWheU acW iQ RUdeU WR cRPSeO Whe GRYeUQPeQW Rf IQdia, aQ\

SWaWe GRYeUQPeQW RU Whe GRYeUQPeQW Rf a fRUeigQ cRXQWU\ RU

[aQ iQWeUQaWiRQaO RU iQWeU-gRYeUQPeQWaO RUgaQiVaWiRQ RU aQ\

RWheU SeUVRQ WR dR RU abVWaiQ fURP dRiQg aQ\ acW; RU] cRPPiWV

a WeUURUiVW acW. (PaUeQWheViV RUigiQaO).

          The e[panse of Whe definiWions for ŹWerrorisW acWsź
or ŹXnlaZfXl acWsź along ZiWh Whe inclXsion of Whe
ŹindiYidXalź, leW alone Whe associaWion, indicaWes Whe
amassing of e[ecXWiYe poZer Wo reign in on indiYidXal
ciWi]ens solel\ based on Whe presXmpWion of a
commission of an acW deemed Wo be ŹXnlaZfXlź b\ Whe
SWaWe. SXch e[pansiYe laZs are prone Wo gross abXse
and resXlW in s\sWemaWic erosion of insWiWXWional
safegXards in place Wo defend indiYidXals againsW Whe
arbiWrar\ e[ercise of e[ecXWiYe poZer. This Wakes Xs Wo
look aW Whe anaWom\ of Whe UAPA, Zhich erodes ciYil
liberWies.
         FirsW, leW Xs look aW Whe e[ample of Whe cXsWodial
remands and Whe proYisions Xnder Whe UAPA. Under
normal circXmsWances, an accXsed person Xnder

secWion 167 of Whe IPC has Wo be prodXced before a
jXdicial magisWraWe if Whe inYesWigaWion is noW compleWe
ZiWhin Whe 24 hoXrs of Whe arresW.  The Wransmission shall
Wake place if and onl\ if, ŹWhere are groXnds for belieYing
WhaW Whe accXsaWion or informaWion is Zell-foXndedź and
Whe magisWraWe mXsW aXWhori]e deWenWion from Wime Wo
Wime. The magisWraWe cannoW remand Whe accXsed of da\s
e[ceeding fifWeen in nXmber. There are fXrWher checks in
place. The magisWraWe cannoW e[Wend Whe WoWal nXmber of
da\s in Źpolice cXsWod\ź for Whe accXsed be\ond nineW\
da\s and in a Wimel\ fashion. HoZeYer, nineW\ da\s of
remand is onl\ if ŹWhe inYesWigaWion relaWes Wo an offence
pXnishable ZiWh deaWh, imprisonmenW for life or
imprisonmenW for a Werm of noW less Whan Wen \earsź and
si[W\ da\s for relaWiYel\ minor crimes. SXch measXres are
Wo ensXre WhaW Whe police shall noW e[ercise brXWe force or
acW in an\ Za\ WhaW YiolaWes Whe cXsWodial liberWies of Whe
accXsed XnWil proYen gXilW\.
             HoZeYer, here comes Whe single biggesW bloZ ZiWh
Whe UAPA as a draconian alWernaWiYe. The UAPA,
Xnder secWion 43D-(2) sWaWes: (2) SecWion 167 of Whe Code
shall appl\ in relaWion Wo a case inYolYing an offence
pXnishable Xnder Whis AcW sXbjecW Wo Whe modificaWion
WhaW in sXb-secWion (2),ų (a) Whe references Wo ŹfifWeen
da\sź, ŹnineW\ da\sź and Źsi[W\ da\sź, ZhereYer Whe\
occXr, shall be consWrXed as references Wo ŹWhirW\ da\sź,
ŹnineW\ da\sź and ŹnineW\ da\sź respecWiYel\; and (b)
afWer Whe proYiso, Whe folloZing proYisos shall be
inserWed, namel\:ų ŹProYided fXrWher WhaW if iW is noW
possible Wo compleWe Whe inYesWigaWion ZiWhin Whe said
period of nineW\ da\s, Whe CoXrW ma\ if iW is saWisfied ZiWh
Whe reporW of Whe PXblic ProsecXWor indicaWing Whe
progress of Whe inYesWigaWion and Whe specific reasons for
Whe deWenWion of Whe accXsed be\ond Whe said period of
nineW\ da\s, e[Wend Whe said period Xp Wo one hXndred
and eighW\ da\s: ProYided also WhaW if Whe police officer
making Whe inYesWigaWion Xnder Whis AcW, reqXesWs, for
Whe pXrposes of inYesWigaWion, for police cXsWod\ from
jXdicial cXsWod\ of an\ person in jXdicial cXsWod\, he
shall file an affidaYiW sWaWing Whe reasons for doing so and
shall also e[plain Whe dela\, if an\, for reqXesWing sXch
police cXsWod\.
             This means indefiniWe deWenWion of Whe accXsed
dXring Whe pre-Wrial process and Whe police are
empoZered Wo e[Wend Whe deWenWion period b\
prodXcing docXmenWs WhroXgh Whe pXblic prosecXWor.
The possibiliWies of sXbseqXenW emoWional and ph\sical
WraXma faced b\ Whe accXsed Zorsen Whe safegXards in
place. The HXffingWon PosW reporWed on 21 SepWember
2020 WhaW a UAPA deWainee, GXlfisha FaWima had been
facing ŹmenWal and emoWional harassmenWź in jail. She
fXrWher claimed WhaW Whe jail sWaff called her an ŹedXcaWed
WerrorisWź, Welling her Ź\oX die inside, oXWside \oX haYe
orchesWraWed rioWsź.   Second is Whe qXesWion of
presXmpWion of innocence in 
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Werms of bail for Whe deWainee Xnder Whe UAPA. Under Whe
general laZ, Whe sWaWXWes poinW Wo ZhaW is called
ŹanWicipaWor\ bailź for an accXsed Wo appl\ for Zhen he/she
perceiYes Whe acWions of Whe police Wo be arbiWrar\ and
ŹZrongfXlź. The accXsed can appl\ for bail prior Wo Whe
arresW in order Wo ensXre againsW Whe misXse of poZers
dXring criminal Wrials b\ Whe police. This bail alloZs for Whe
accXsed Wo remain aZa\ from Whe police cXsWod\ dXring Whe
coXrse of Whe inYesWigaWion proYided WhaW Whe accXsed shall
noW flee from Whe scene.
             Here, ŹZrongfXlź acWion is assessed as a combinaWion
of malafide inWenW on Whe parW of Whe police and Whe lack of
necessiW\ for Whe accXsed Wo be in cXsWod\. HoZeYer, Whe
UAPA perYerWs Whis basic bXW significanW
insWiWXWional/legal safegXard b\ WoWall\ disalloZing
anWicipaWor\ bail for all offences and placing significanW
barriers for Whe obWainmenW of ordinar\ bail. Here is ZhaW
Whe secWion 43D-(5), ChapWer VII Xnder Whe ŹModified
applicaWion of cerWain proYisions of Whe Code sWaWes: (5)
NoWZiWhsWanding an\Whing conWained in Whe Code, no
person accXsed of an offence pXnishable Xnder ChapWers
IV and VI of Whis AcW shall, if in cXsWod\, be released on
bail or on his oZn bond Xnless Whe PXblic ProsecXWor has
been giYen an opporWXniW\ of being heard on Whe
applicaWion for sXch release: ProYided WhaW sXch accXsed
person shall noW be released on bail or on his oZn bond if
Whe CoXrW, on a perXsal of Whe case diar\ or Whe reporW made
Xnder secWion 173 of Whe Code is of Whe opinion WhaW Where
are reasonable groXnds for belieYing WhaW Whe accXsaWion
againsW sXch person is prima facie WrXe. 
          This effecWiYel\ WranslaWes Wo Whe facW WhaW Whe sWaWXWe
Xnder Whe UAPA alloZs for ordinar\ bail if and onl\ if, Whe
special coXrWsųdesignaWed Wo Wr\ Whe accXsed and granW
bail based on Whe meriW of Whe maWerial solel\ prodXced b\
Whe concerned aXWhoriW\ (read police)ųfind Whe accXsaWion
Wo be prima facie noW WrXe. IW is imperaWiYe Wo remember Whe
facW WhaW Whe procedXre Wakes place aW Whe iniWial sWages of
Whe inYesWigaWion. This effecWiYel\ means, one, Whe coXrWs
cannoW rel\ Xpon Whe conWrar\ maWerials Wo refXWe Whe
charge made and WZo, Whe inconWroYerWible principle WhaW
an accXsed is innocenW XnWil gXilW\ is flipped aroXnd. The
police are empoZered Wo ZiWhhold Xndesirable maWerial Wo
prodXce in Whe special coXrWs.  The end resXlW Zill be a long
period of deWenWion combined ZiWh Whe denial of bail. The
UAPA, as argXed b\ Whe Home MinisWer, noZ empoZers
Whe SWaWe Wo declare an indiYidXal a WerrorisW merel\ based
on presXmpWion and noW WhroXgh dXe process. Mere
possession of Whe maWerials cannoW be consWrXed as a
commission of XnlaZfXl acWiYiW\. If iW Zere, sXppose I Zas
knoZn Wo be in possession of, sa\, MaoŶs Red book or
Adolf HiWlerŶs Mein Kampf, I can be booked as a WerrorisW
ZiWhoXW a fair Wrial. IW is essenWial Wo noWe Whe jXdgemenW
pronoXnced b\ NIA Kochi special coXrW JXdge, Anil
Bhaskar in Whe Allen ShXhaib, ThZaha Fasal Y. Union of
India case. On page 19, para 31, Whe coXrW sWaWes, ŹAW Whe
same Wime, Whe coXrW has an eqXal responsibiliW\ Wo see WhaW
hXman righWs are noW YiolaWed in Whe process of combaWing
Werrorism. In all cases, Whe fighW againsW Werrorism mXsW be
respecWfXl Wo Whe hXman righWsź, Zhile qXoWing Whe SC
jXdgemenW in PUCL Y. Union of India (2004). IW fXrWher
noWed in a crXcial paragraph 33 of page 20: ŹessenWiall\
granWing bail is discreWionar\. IW is Zell seWWled WhaW
discreWion Zhen applied Wo a coXrW of jXsWice, means soXnd
discreWion gXided b\ laZs, rXles and principles as laid doZn
b\ Whe coXrW and jXdicial decisions. While e[ercising
discreWion, Whe coXrW has Wo balance Whe miWigaWing and
aggraYaWing circXmsWancesƀź 

IW sWaWes in para 34 on page 21: ŹIn oWher Zords, Whe dXW\ of
Whe coXrW aW Whis sWage is noW Wo Zeigh Whe eYidence
meWicXloXsl\ bXW Wo arriYe aW a finding on Whe basis of broad
possibiliWies. IW is a finding WenWaWiYe in naWXre, Zhich ma\
noW haYe an\ bearing on Whe meriWs of Whe case.ź
SXbseqXenWl\, in para 61, page 41, Whe coXrW YehemenWl\
sWaWes: ŹAn\ eYalXaWion diYerWed from Whe conWe[W Zill lead
Wo bad conclXsions. RighW Wo ProWesW is a fXndamenWal righW.
IW is Zell seWWled WhaW Whe e[pression ŵGoYernmenW
esWablished b\ LaZŶ has Wo be disWingXished from persons
for Whe Wime being engaged in carr\ing oXW Whe
adminisWraWion. A proWesW againsW Whe policies and Whe
decisions of Whe goYernmenW eYen if iW is for Whe Zrong
caXse, cannoW be Wermed as sediWion or an inWenWional acW Wo
sXpporW cession or secession.ź In Para 62, Whe coXrW sWaWes:
ŹBeing a MaoisW is noW a crime, WhoXgh Whe poliWical
ideolog\ of MaoisWs does noW s\nchroni]e ZiWh oXr
consWiWXWional poliW\ź. The CoXrW, conclXding Whe said
case, sWaWed WhaW Where Zas prima facie no deliberaWe inWenW
Wo commiW a WerrorisW acW.
            Some imporWanW inferences can be draZn from Whe
aboYe-qXoWed lines of Whe jXdgemenW. FirsW, Whe coXrW has
held conclXsiYel\ WhaW mere possession of maWerials or
professing an ideolog\ deemed Wo be YiolenW cannoW be
consWrXed as inWenW Wo commiW a WerrorisW acW or an
ŹXnlaZfXl acWź. Second, aW Whe iniWial sWage of Whe
inYesWigaWion, Whe coXrWs haYe limiWaWions Wo come Wo
WenWaWiYe conclXsions dXe Wo Whe presence of less
saWisfacWor\ maWerials and Whe absence of conWrar\
docXmenWs. Third, dissenW WoZards Whe rXling dispensaWion
cannoW be consWrXed as an acW of sediWion. FoXrWh, Whe
ZaWered-doZn reading of Whe sWaWXWe is aW Whe discreWion of
Whe coXrWs. As noWed earlier, iW is Whe discreWion of Whe
coXrWs Wo inWerpreW Whe e[isWing sWaWXWes and WhXs granW bail
Wo Whe accXsed. In oWher Zords, Whe laZ leaYes room open
for misXse and perYersion of generall\ esWablished laZs
oXWside Whe ambiW of preYenWiYe deWenWion mechanisms. IW
is Wherefore essenWial Wo look aW Whe facW WhaW 1182 UAPA
cases Zere regisWered in 2018 as per Whe NaWional Crime
Records BXreaX daWa. HoZeYer, Whe conYicWion raWe in 2018
Zas 27% as opposed Wo oWher cases remaining in Whe coXrWs,
Zhich sWood aW 93%. B\ Whe end of 2018, iW is reporWed, onl\
317 oXW of 2,008 cases Zere senW Wo Wrial.The e[Wremel\ loZ
conYicWion raWes indicaWe WhaW Whe laZ is grossl\ abXsed and
misXsed againsW indiYidXals ZiWh limiWed Wo no prima facie
eYidence Wo proYe Whe accXsed Wo be gXilW\. HoZeYer,
denial of bails Wo Whe accXsed dXe Wo mXlWi-la\ered barriers
ZiWhin UAPA resXlWs in longer periods of deWenWion. The
laZ skeZs WoZards Whe Zider inWeresWs of Whe SWaWe as
againsW Whe inWeresWs of Whe indiYidXal ciWi]ens, Zhich
becomes a breeding groXnd for resenWmenW WoZards Whe
s\sWem and WraXma dXe Wo being sociall\ oXWcasW as a
ŹWerrorisWź.  IW fXrWher erodes Whe ciYil liberWies meanW Wo
safegXard Whe indiYidXal ciWi]ens againsW a leYiaWhan SWaWe.
ThXs, ZhaW needs Wo be done? A radical solXWion ZoXld be
Wo repeal all sWaWXWes in place Zhich inhibiW ciYil liberWies
and Wo make sZeeping consWiWXWional reforms Zhich firml\
enshrine fXndamenWal righWs of indiYidXal ciWi]ens and
leaYe no space for Whe SWaWe Wo crack doZn on dissenW. The
majesW\ of laZ mXsW sXpersede poliWical cXlWXre and
fragmenWaWion of poZer. This is being prescribed keeping
in mind YarioXs socio-poliWical facWors Zhich led Whe
neZborn Indian RepXblic Wo beWra\ liberal principles. BXW
Wime has definiWel\ come Wo recWif\ hisWorical errors
beginning ZiWh reinsWaWing Whe same liberal YalXes Wo
empoZer indiYidXal ciWi]ens and hold Whe SWaWe poZer
ZiWhin iWs philosophicall\ inWended boXnds. 
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to Banihal, the nearest toZn Zith a stead\ connection,
so that the people in the state coXld haYe access to in-
ternet eYen for a feZ minXtes. The place ZoXld be cra-
mmed Zith stXdents Zho Zere there to fill Xp their e[a-
mination forms, professors Zho jXst had to check an
email or ta[ consXltants Zho Zere there so that the\
coXld file some retails.
           Imagine a Zorld Zhere \oX canŶt call home. YoX
pick Xp \oXr phone to call \oXr famil\ to let them knoZ
th-t \oX are safe or that \oX are in danger and need help
onl\ to reckon that \oXr phone doesnŶt Zork Ų \oX are
stranded.
          The internet blackoXt began last \ear in AXgXst
2019, Zhen the GoYernment of India Zent ahead to
repeal the special statXs of JammX and Kashmir and co-
nYerted it into tZo separate Union Territories. Initiall\,
the internet shXtdoZn Zas imposed for a period of fiYe
months, bXt soon after, Kashmir became Zitness to the
longest period of internet shXtdoZn in a democrac\.
            After receiYing thoXsands of petitions -inclXding
hXman rights organisations and ciYil societies the SXp-
reme CoXrt of India in JanXar\ 2020 Zent ahead to dir-
ect the JammX and Kashmir administration to reYieZ all
orders sXspending the internet serYices in the Yalle\
Zithin the Zeek and pXt them in the pXblic domain.

The ŵInternet E[pressŶ is the name giYen to the
train in J&K that shXttled oXt thoXsands of
internet depriYed citi]ens per da\ from  Srinagar 
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          ŹThe Internet is a major means of
information, therefore, Freedom of Spe-
ech and E[pression throXgh the Internet
is part of Article 19(1)(A) and restriction
on it shoXld be in accordance Zith
restric-tions to this rightź, the coXrt said.
The jX-dgement Zas preceded b\ the
Kerala High CoXrtŶs jXdgement in the 
 Faheema Shi-rin Y. State of Kerala,
Zherein the said coXrt declared the
Right to Internet as a FXndamental
Right forming a part of the Right to
PriYac\ and the Right to EdX-cation
Xnder Article 21 of the Indian Co-
nstitXtion, becoming the first state in the
coXntr\ to do so. Finall\ in March 2020,
the JammX and Kashmir administration
decided to lift the ban on access to social
media sites bXt permitted internet Xsage
onl\ on a 2G speed. This Zas folloZed
b\ a Yast amoXnt of petitions \et again,
emp-hasising the need for a higher
internet speed giYen the challenges
posed b\ the pandemic.'
            This partial clampdoZn of the
internet significantl\ affected the hea-
lthcare professions in the region. The
petitions asserted, ŹWith limited and
rest-ricted access to the internet b\
alloZing onl\ 2G speed in the UT,
patients and doctors are Xnable to access
latest infor-mation, adYisories, and
gXidelinesź. The petitions highlighted
the difficXlties being faced b\ health care
personnel in the UT and states,
"VarioXs pXblic health pract-itioners,
medical professionals, and doct-ors haYe
repeatedl\ e[pressed their con-cern
aboXt Zasting precioXs time tr\ing to
doZnload the latest stXdies, protocols,
manXals and adYisories on treatment
and management of COVID 19. In some
cas-es, doctors are not able to access
these res-oXrces at all, dXe to the internet
speed being too sloZ to doZnload heaY\
files." In a coXnter affidaYit, the J&K
administr-ation informed the ape[ coXrt
that right to access the internet is not a
FXndam-ental Right and that free speech
and e[pression, inclXding the
fXndamental right to trade, bXsiness and
occXpation oYer the Internet, can be
restricted b\ the State in pXrsXit of
general pXblic interest.

            Man\ hXman rights organisations
Zere enraged Zhen the SXpreme CoXrt
of India, on Ma\ 10, declined to restore
4G serYices in the territor\ and called for
the formation of a Special Committee to
determine the necessit\ of the ongoing
re-strictions on 4G internet in J&K.
While pronoXncing the jXdgement, the
ape[ co-Xrt noted that it needed to
ensXre a cal-cXlated balance of national
secXrit\ and hXman rights.
             The importance of high-speed In-
ternet serYices Zas neYer as critical as it
is in the ongoing pandemic. The
jXdgement shoZs an XnZillingness to
Xnderstand the fXndamental role the
internet pla\s in the liYes of indiYidXals
and commXnities.
          UnaYoidabl\, coYid-19 pandemic
has shoZn the necessit\ of XniYersal
internet access b\ hoZ it has become the
safest Za\ to sta\ in toXch Zith oXr
famil\, a

 mediXm to carr\ on oXr Zork online
and most important of all, the fact that it
has been helping the stXdents in saYing
an a-cademic \ear. In contrast, for the
people in J&K, the transition throXgh
the pan-demic has become relatiYel\
more grXe-some and has e[posed the
sheer Yiolation of hXman rights and ciYil
liberties.
             StXdents are not able to take their
online e[aminations and check their res-
Xlts, traders cannot receiYe orders, toXr
o-perators cannot continXe Zorking
from their Zebsites, the platform of
online pa\-ments is essentiall\ defXnct
and finall\ th-e bXffering internet is
taking aZa\ the rig-ht to Zork from
people in the state pXs-hing them to the
brink of Xnemplo\ment.

          In JXl\ 2016, the UN HXman Rights
CoXncil passed a resolXtion
condemning measXres b\ coXntries to
preYent or disr-Xpt online access and
information and ca-lled for free speech
protections Xnder art-icles 19 of the
UniYersal Declaration of HXman Rights
and the ICCPR. In 2015, Joint
Declaration on Freedom of E[pr-ession
and Responses to Conflict SitXati-ons,
UN e[perts and rapporteXr declared
that, eYen in times of conflict, ŹXsing co-
mmXnications ŵkill sZitchesŶ (i.e.
shXtting doZn entire parts of
commXnications s\-stems) can neYer be
jXstified Xnder hXm-an rights laZ.ź
          In lieX of limitless c\ber blackoXts
and repression of non-Yiolent dissent,
aX-thorities shoXld Xse social media as a
tool to proYide transparent information
so th-at the\ can deter and effectiYel\
diffXse the Yer\ soXrce of Yiolence.
Marg-inalisation and depriYation are the
main caXses of the barbaric c\cle of
Yiolence in the Yalle\.
           The Xntold stories of gross
Yiolation of hXman rights in Kashmir are
a blot on the face of Indian democrac\.
In a sta-tement, Amnest\ International
India e[ecXtiYe director AYinash KXmar
said: ŹOYer the last one \ear, the
GoYernment of India has been
s\stematicall\ disma-ntling all aYenXes
for jXstice for the peo-ple of JammX and
Kashmir. With ]ero re-presentation,
protracted Internet restri-ctions,
arbitrar\ Xse of some of IndiaŶs m-ost
stringent laZs, Yerbal orders of det-
ention and crippling of the local media
ų most of this disproportionatel\ higher
in Kashmir ų itŶs been a complete \ear
since Ze haYe heard the people of
JammX and Kashmir speak.ź
           An\ legitimate process of conflict
resolXtion in Kashmir needs to take into
accoXnt the real aspirations of the people
b\ treating them Zith the dignit\ that th-
e\ haYe alZa\s deserYed. Is it possible to
balance libert\ Zith secXrit\? The GoYe-
rnment needs to find the ansZer to that
qXestion if it Zishes to liYe Xp to its pr-
omise of Acche Din. 

IQiWiall\, Whe iQWeUQeW
VhXWdRZQ ZaV

imSRVed fRU a SeUiRd
Rf fiYe mRQWhV, bXW
VRRQ afWeU, KaVhmiU
became ZiWQeVV WR

Whe lRQgeVW SeUiRd Rf
iQWeUQeW VhXWdRZQ
iQ a demRcUac\.
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FREEDOM OF 
SPEECH ſ E�PRESSION

FUHHGRP RI VSHHFK aQG H[SUHVVLRQ KaV WKH SRWHQWLaO WR JXaUG WKH UHVW RI WKH ULJKWV aQG

OLEHUWLHV. WKHQ WKH FLWL]HQV aUH IUHH WR H[SUHVV WKHLU WKRXJKWV, WR GHPaQG ZKaW LV

ULJKWIXOO\ WKHLUV, WKH UHVW RI WKH ULJKWV aQG  OLEHUWLHV aXWRPaWLFaOO\ VWaUW WR IORXULVK.

proXdl\ states. One, it has inbXilt methods to
thZart attempts at Xpending the foXndation
principle of democrac\, Zhich to Abraham
Lincoln is the Yer\ definition of democrac\ -
ŹrXle b\ the people, for the people and of the
peopleź. The second one is the determining
factor thoXgh. A simple attempt at checking
its presence tells \oX Zhether it is a
democrac\ or not. It lets one distingXish
pseXdodemocracies like the PeopleŶs
RepXblic of China from the relatiYel\
genXine ones like the United States of
America or India. It is that golden frXit
hanging in the tree of democrac\, the
presence of Zhich tells \oX that \oX are
indeed looking at the democrac\ tree,
passionatel\ knoZn and referred to as libert\
or freedom. 
        If Ze Zere asked to choose betZeen a
monarch\/dictatorship Zhich has been
fXnctioning remarkabl\ in areas like health,
edXcation, econom\, technological progress
and man\ other; and a democrac\ Zhich has
been performing ab\small\ in these
aforementioned arenas, Ze ZoXld most likel\
choose a democrac\ no matter hoZ
prospectiYe and lXcratiYe the former might
seem.

lHE GOLDEN FRqIl IN lHE lREE OF DEMOCRAC�

         What driYes oXr decision making here is
the paramoXnt YalXe of freedom. No amo-
Xnt of financial progress or deYelopment
ZoXld bestoZ one Zith a sense of satis-
faction, pride, and happiness that the real-
isation of being an aXtonomoXs indiYidXal
proYides.
        Of all the different Yarieties of freedom,
freedom of speech and e[pression has been
giYen a special treatment to its critical YalXe
oYer the others. Freedom of speech and e[p-
ression has the potential to gXard the rest of
the rights and liberties. When the citi]ens
are free to e[press their thoXghts, to dem-
and Zhat is rightfXll\ theirs, the rest of the
rights and  liberties aXtomaticall\ start to flo-
Xrish. DeYelopment and progress neYer bec-
ome a fXll circle ZithoXt the lasting presence
of freedom of e[pression. Amart\a Sen, in
his book ŵDeYelopment as FreedomŶ, has ta-
ken cognisance of the same Zhen he said th-
at the e[pansion of freedom is both the pri-
mar\ end and the principal means of deYe-
lopment. In India, the constitXtion gXara-
ntees Yia article 19(1)A, the right to freedom
of speech and e[pression. ConstitXtion ma-
kers haYe emphasised the releYance of this
right to freedom b\ enshrining it as the first
one. The foXnding fathers of 

the nation enYisaged India as haYing a
people-centred politics and goYernance,
Zhere people haYe the space to comment,
dissent and oppose an\thing Xnder the sXn.
BXt the catch here is that it is also not
Xnrestrained. The right to freedom of
e[pression can be restricted b\ the state
inYolYing reasonable restrictions in the
interest of the soYereignt\ and integrit\ of
India, the secXrit\ of the State, friendl\
relations Zith foreign States, pXblic order,
decenc\ or moralit\, or in relation to
contempt of coXrt, defamation or
incitement to an offence. ThoXgh prima
facie it ZoXld seem that this delXge of
restrictions giYes a pictXre of an
inconspicXoXs absence of free speech, the
constitXtion preYents an\ arbitrar\
attempts to shackle b\ letting the
independent SXpreme CoXrt of India
define Zhat is ŵreasonableŶ and Zhat is not,
Zithin the boXndaries of constitXtional
moralit\.
           Does all this mean that the statXs of
freedom of speech and e[pression has been
Xniform? A sagacioXs stXd\ of the
immediate histor\ sa\s otherZise. From the
PadmaYat moYie issXe to the Yer\ recent
issXe of BloomsbXr\-Delhi riots book and
the contempt of coXrt charges on AdYocate
and actiYist Prashant BhXsan- 

It is tZo factors Zhich makes democrac\
desirable eYen in its Zorst of times, som-
ething eYer\ citi]en of a democratic setXp
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the eYidence reflects that the notion of ŵfree sp-
eech and e[pressionŶ needs a thoroXgh re-ana-
l\sis. 
        Each issXe opens different fronts of conte-
ntion regarding this. While PadmaYat issXe and
the BengalXrX riot incident is aboXt Zhether th-
e freedom of speech shoXld be sXbjected to res-
trictions if it attempts to hXrt the sentiments of
a section of the societ\, the Prashant BhXshan
case is aboXt Zhether the state, or jXdiciar\ to
be precise, can cXrtail a personŶs Zill and Zish
to criticise the institXtions of the state. On the
other hand, the call to ban moYies like  Kabir
Singh and ArjXn Redd\  haYe been aboXt Z-
hether the right to free speech holds pre-
cedence oYer the moYement against patriarch\.
These issXes chXrn oXt different interpretations
of the scope and releYance of the right to free
speech and e[pression.
        The societ\Ŷs response toZards each issXe
has been remarkabl\ interesting and contri-
bXtes toZards deYeloping a better Xnderstand-
ing of the matter. If Ze are to look at the
PadmaYat issXe or the BloomsbXr\ issXe, Zhat
is eYident is that the opposing sides haYe made
their stand based on the specXlatiYe idea that it
distorts histor\ or presents a skeZed pictXre of
realit\. In the PadmaYat case, it Zas foXnd that
sXch apprehensions Zere XnfoXnded Zhile the
more recent BloomsbXr\ incident is still in a
bab\ stage Yis-a-Yis the PadmaYat issXe. The bo-
ok on Delhi riots is \et to be pXblished formall\
and onl\ the e-cop\ of the book is being sold.
The opposition that the book attracted can be
perceiYed as XnZarranted to some e[tent since
the book Zas then \et to be pXblished and mak-
ing a normatiYe jXdgement ZithoXt haYing fir-
st-hand knoZledge aboXt it goes against the s-
cientific and empirical ethos as Zell as the call
for scientific inqXir\ that the constitXtion (Yia
article 51A(g) of fXndamental dXties), as Zell as
the left-liberal side, aims to nXrtXre. It is one th-
ing to deliberate Xpon restricting something aft-
er haYing a concrete Xnderstanding based on fa-
cts and to do so based on specXlations. Sele-
ctiYe knoZledge, Zhich can be misleading, is
insXfficient to call for action and Zill onl\ resXlt
in silencing of genXine attempts at e[pression
as people Zith malicioXs intent ZoXld then be
able to cXrtail it. This principle applies to the
SXdarshan TV controYers\ as Zell, becaXse no
matter hoZ controYersial it seems, instead of
going b\ the Zell-established procedXre of laZ,
if the free speech is cXrtailed 

throXgh pXblic pressXre, it Zill start becoming
an accepted norm and the societal eYils Zill thr-
iYe throXgh that ZindoZ. A better solXtion co-
Xld haYe been to haYe a censor board like bod\
to Yet sXch programmes and then air it. 
        The Prashant BhXshan-contempt of coXrt
case helps one look at the institXtional response
aspect of free speech. The case from a constitX-
tional perspectiYe ZoXld seem completel\ jXsti-
fied bXt from a moral and normatiYe standpo-
int, if the state Zere to thZart an\ attempt at
criticising it, it goes against the democratic esse-
nce of the nation. QXite contrar\ to the SC
argXment that criticisms ZoXld resXlt in peo-
pleŶs loss of confidence, it is most likel\ to be
strengthened if the SC is foXnd to be open to
criticisms, inqXires into the matter and is open
enoXgh to correct itself if the criticism is foXnd
genXine. PXblic confidence and trXst in sXch a
jXdiciar\ ZoXld strengthen and solidif\ be\ond
doXbt. V.R. Krishna I\er, pioneer of jXdicial
actiYism once Zrote in The HindX - ŹParliame-
nt shoXld Zake Xp and implement glasnost and
perestroika in the jXdiciar\. In the name of ind-
ependence, Ze cannot haYe jXdicial absolXtism
and t\rann\ź. Free speech coXld gXide in its pa-
th toZards reforms for the same and to strengt-
hen people's confidence in the jXdiciar\. The
sedition laZ shoXld also be seen from a similar
Yantage point as the arbitrar\ Xse of sXch laZs
resXlts in the erosion of trXst in the s\stem Zhi-
ch not onl\ tXrns its back toZards an\ differen-
ce of opinion bXt also sXppresses the same. The
sedition laZ that is in force in India at present,
broXght b\ the British, is archaic and obsolete.
The British reYoked the sedition laZ in their
land in 2010 Zhile Ze still import the Indian co-
Xnterpart, IPC section 124A, in cases Yer\ e[tr-
aYagantl\. That being said, since a nation cann-
ot sXrYiYe efficientl\ for long ZithoXt the sedi-
tion laZ, it shoXld act to preYent direct incit-
ement of Yiolence or direct harm to the integ-
rit\ and soYereignt\ of the nation.
        The technolog\ and the internet in the
modern era, haYe e[panded the pXrYieZ of free
speech-concept. Social media noZ has an e[te-
nded base Zhich is eYer-groZing and eYer\ ŵso-
cial media citi]enŶ is making Xse of the prolif-
eration and opening Xp of pXblic platforms to
share their thoXghts and perspectiYes. Somet-
hing to mXse oYer here is Zhether this neZ-
foXnd libert\, Zide and relatiYel\ Xnchecked,
needs a check? We are 
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Zitnessing instances like a Kolkata gX\
giYing rape threats to someone oYer co-
mments on PXlZama attack and man\
other c\berbXll\ing incidents. WoXld
cXrbing them be tantamoXnt to hind-
rance on free speech? E[ercise of the ŵre-
asonable restrictionsŶ that the constit-
Xtion permits comes into the pictXre -
pXblic order and moralit\ assXmes pre-
cedence here. For sXch e[ercises to be
reasonable, the message that the constit-
Xtion intends to conYe\ shoXld be clear
and popXlar.
         A ke\ factor toZards ensXring that
is to set the political discoXrse in the rig-
ht path. The cXrrent narratiYe of polit-
ical discoXrse presents a dismal pictXre.
It is marred Zith Yested interests and has
been heaYil\ inflXenced b\ psephologi-
cal factors, Zith the actors shoZing Xtter
disregard and contempt for righteoXsn-
ess, moral responsibilit\ and scientific
reasoning, Zhile conjXring lies from thin
air and selectiYel\ Xsing facts to present
a disorted and skeZed pictXre. We see
the right-Zing

sXpporting incidents of arbitrar\ Xse of
sedition laZ Zhile Yoicing their concern
for the Delhi riots book aXthorsŶ right to
freedom of speech and e[pression being
cXrtailed. We see the left ZingŶs Yocife-
roXs sXpport for the free speech right of
the likes of Sharjeel Imam and Kafeel
Khan Zhile screaming that online media
like Opindia and books like Delhi riots
2020: an Xntold stor\ shoXld be banned.
Both sides haYe stooped to sXch loZs to
saisf\ their ideological moorings that Yal-
Xes, rights and dXties haYe become irrel-
eYant to them. The political discoXrse
needs to be cleansed of selfish ideologi-
cal interests and shoXld be made issXe-
based. Criticism of the h\pocrisies of bo-
th sides might be a good Za\ to make th-
em mend their Za\s and ensXre that the
idea of free speech sta\s intact and releY-
ant.
      In short, freedom of speech and e[p-
ression has to be giYen paramoXnt statXs
and the restrictions shoXld onl\ be e[er-
cised dXring times of dire need, like for
direct incitement of Yiolence 

or damage to the constitXtion specified
arenas - soYereignt\, integrit\ and secXri-
t\ of the state, pXblic order, decenc\, mo-
ralit\, etc. Restrictions are jXstifiable in
instances like that of the mXrder of oXts-
poken joXrnalist GaXri Lankesh Zhere
the Zritings haYe directl\ incited the per-
petrators toZards the commission of
sXch a heinoXs crime, not Zhen rXmoXrs
aboXt an XnpXblished book or moYie ma-
kes \oX ŵfeelŶ that it Zill hXrt \oXr sent-
iments. AboYe all, societ\ is boXnd b\ a
dXt\ to improYe itself in the conYiction of
Zhat is right and Zrong so that no oneŶs
speech or acts of e[pression incites them
into doing harm or Zrong. The societies
shoXld groZ to a leYel Zhere the\ are not
sZa\ed or incited b\ an\ film like Kabir
Singh or ArjXn Redd\, giYing space to all
for free speech and e[pression and at the
same time being morall\ incorrXptible.
That is Zhen Ze ZoXld be able to make t-
he most oXt of the tree Zhich proYides Xs
Zith the golden frXit of right to free
speech and e[pression - the tree of dem-
ocrac\.
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LRQg liQeV Rf migUaQWV hRSed WR bRaUd bXVeV fRU hRme
RQ Whe RXWVkiUWV Rf NeZ Delhi iQ MaUch. MRVW ZeUe

WXUQed aZa\.CUediW...YaZaU Na]iU/GeWW\ ImageV



The ceQWUeյV haQdliQg Rf Whe cRURQaYiUXV SaQdemic haV beeQ a mi[ed bag.
BXW Whe VhRUWcRmiQgV e[SRVe VeUiRXV flaZV ZiWhiQ MRdiյV leadeUVhiSձ

flaZV WhaW Ze VhRXld be familiaU ZiWh b\ QRZ.

gling  with  the virus. For much of the television
media, the pandemic might have been forgotten
and been replaced by film actors, drugs and alle-
ged rating scams; but for much of the country,
the virus is still alive and well, although  things  s-
eem  to  be  getting better 

To be fair, the whole world, for the most part, is
also on its knees against the pandemic. A vaccine is
still unavailable; people are dying; economies are
falling; people seem to be getting more careless. So-
me countries, which seemed to have reined in the
virus earlier, are now going through a second wave.
Still, that should not prevent us from inspecting
how India performed.

Seven months after the country first went
into lockdown, in an effort to stem the
coronavirus pandemic,   we   are   still strug- 



MLJUaQW ZRUNeUV ZaONLQJ aORQJ a
KLJKZa\ LQ Ma\, aV WKe\ WULed WR

PaNe WKeLU Za\ bacN WR WKeLU
YLOOaJeV dXULQJ IQdLa֢V

ORcNdRZQ.CUedLW...AWXO LRNe IRU
TKe NeZ YRUN TLPeV

WaWcKLQJ PULPe MLQLVWeU
NaUeQdUa MRdL֢V WeOeYLVed addUeVV
LQ APULWVaU, IQdLa, RQ
TXeVda\.CUedLW...RaPLQdeU PaO
SLQJK/EPA, YLa SKXWWeUVWRcN

A VKeOWeU IRU KRPeOeVV ZRPeQ aQd
cKLOdUeQ LQ DeOKL.CUedLW...Rebecca
CRQZa\ IRU TKe NeZ YRUN
TLPeV

֥YRX IeaU WKe dLVeaVe, OLYLQJ RQ WKe
VWUeeWV,֦ VaLd PaSX, a PLJUaQW
ZRUNeU LQ DeOKL. ֥BXW I IeaU
KXQJeU PRUe, QRW cRURQa.֦
CUedLW...Rebecca CRQZa\ IRU TKe
NeZ YRUN TLPeV



RaQdKLU SLQJK'V ZLdRZ, PaUaPMeeW KaXU, aQd VRQ RaVKSaO SLQJK aW
WKeLU YLOOaJe KRPe LQ WKe QRUWKeUQ IQdLaQ VWaWe RI PXQMab. RaQdKLU
SLQJK ZaV aOUead\ deeSO\ LQ debW ZKeQ WKe cRURQaYLUXV SaQdePLc
VWUXcN. LRRNLQJ RXW aW KLV SaOWU\ cRWWRQ ILeOd b\ WKe VLde RI a UaLOZa\
WUacN, Ke ZaONed LQ cLUcOeV, KRSeOeVV. IQ eaUO\ Ma\, Ke NLOOed KLPVeOI b\
O\LQJ RQ WKe VaPe WUacN.֥TKLV LV ZKaW Ze IeaUed,֦ VaLd RaVKSaO SLQJK,
MU. SLQJK֢V 22-\eaU-ROd VRQ, cKRNLQJ bacN WeaUV LQ KLV IaPLO\ KRPe LQ
SLUVLZaOa, a VPaOO YLOOaJe LQ WKe QRUWKeUQ IQdLaQ VWaWe RI PXQMab. ֥TKe
ORcNdRZQ NLOOed P\ IaWKeU.֦ B\ KaUaQ DeeS SLQJK IRU NeZ YRUN
TLPeV



AW Whe WiPe Rf ZUiWiQg, IQdia VeePV WR be beWWeU SO-
aced WhaQ PaQ\ RWheU cRXQWUieV. AccRUdiQg WR Whe Oa-
WeVW daWa, Whe QXPbeU Rf daiO\ QeZ iQfecWiRQV iQ IQdia
haV beeQ Whe ORZeVW iQ PRQWhV aQd ŹfRU Whe 22Qd cR-
QVecXWiYe da\, PRUe SeRSOe UecRYeUed fURP Whe diVe-
aVe WhaQ feOO iOO, a WUeQd WhaW haV UeVXOWed iQ a VigQi-
ficaQW decOiQe iQ acWiYe caVeV iQ Whe cRXQWU\.ź The
QXPbeU Rf acWiYe caVeV, Whe daWa WeOOV XV, iV QRZ
aURXQd 6.7 OaNh aV RSSRVed WR RYeU WeQ OaNh iQ SeS-
WePbeU. The SeSWePbeU SeaN iV UecediQg ZhiOe WeVW-iQg
UaWeV haYe aOVR gRQe XS. AV SeU Whe ceQWUeŶV MiQi-

VWU\ Rf HeaOWh daWa, IQdiaŶV UecRYeU\ UaWe QRZ VWaQdV aW
90% ZhiOe Whe faWaOiW\ UaWe iV 1.51%. The daWa aOVR
VhRZV WhaW Whe QXPbeU Rf acWiYe caVeV haV QRZ beeQ
XQdeU 7 OaNh fRU Whe WhiUd cRQVecXWiYe da\, aV Rf 25
OcWRbeU. DaiO\ deaWhV haYe aOVR beeQ cRQVWaQWO\ OeVV
WhaQ 1100 ViQce 2 OcWRbeU. TiOO QRZ, RYeU 1.18 OaNh Se-
RSOe haYe died Rf Whe YiUXV. HRZeYeU, VRPe TXeVWiRQV
haYe aOVR beeQ UaiVed abRXW SRVVibOe XQdeUcRXQWiQg Rf
deaWhV. IQdia haV aOVR Pade adYaQceV iQ Whe SUR-
dXcWiRQ Rf PPE NiWV, fURP beiQg aQ iPSRUWeU WR QRZ
Whe VecRQd-OaUgeVW SURdXceU Rf Whe VaPe.

Current recover\ rate in India. Source: Ministr\ of Health and Famil\ Welfare

Active cases have fallen beloZ 7 lakh. Source:

Ministr\ of Health and Famil\ Welfare

Declining dail\ deaths. Source: Ministr\ of Health

and Famil\ Welfare.
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India ZenW inWo a naWionZide lock-
doZn on 25 March and remained in
WhaW VWaWe Will Whe beginning of JXne, Z-
hen Whe goYernmenW VWarWed eaVing reV-
WricWionV. IW iV difficXlW Wo deWermine
hoZ VXcceVVfXl or XnVXcceVVfXl Whe loc-
kdoZn haV been. While Whe goY-
ernmenW haV claimed WhaW Whe lock-
doZnV preYenWed WenV of WhoXVandV of
deaWhV and lakhV of infecWionV, Vome
e[perWV haYe alVo argXed WhaW lock-
doZnV do noW Zork. AW Whe Vame Wime,
oWherV haYe alVo Zarned againVW pX-
rVXing relenWleVV herd immXniW\ VWra-
WegieV in Whe abVence of a Yaccine. 
     MeaVXring Whe VXcceVVeV and failXreV
of Whe lockdoZnV iV alVo difficXlW bec-
aXVe VWaWe-ZiVe YariaWionV VWill e[iVW, bo-
Wh in WermV of reVWricWionV and Whe heal-
Whcare V\VWemV. MaharaVhWra ZaV Whe
ZorVW-hiW VWaWe Will Vome Wime back;
noZ, Kerala iV leading in Whe nXmber of
neZ caVeV haYing reporWed oYer 2000
more caVeV Whan MaharaVhWra in Whe laVW
24 hoXrV, aV of 25 OcWober. Kerala iV
folloZed b\ MaharaVhWra, KarnaWaka,
WeVW Bengal, and Delhi. HoZeYer, Ma-
haraVhWra VWill led conViderabl\ in Whe
dail\ nXmber of deaWhV, aV of Whe Wime
of ZriWing.

While Whe effecWiYeneVV (or lack Whe-
reof) of Whe lockdoZnV can be debaWed
b\ e[perWV, Vome accompan\ing criVeV
haYe clearl\ emerged. 
      The harVh and abrXpW lockdoZn led
Wo WhoXVandV of migranW ZorkerV being
Wrapped in ciWieV. In abVence of appr-
opriaWe faciliWieV and VaYingV, man\ had
Wo Zalk WhoXVandV of mileV back Wo Wh-
eir YillageV. The YiVXalV of hXge croZdV
of migranWV aW railZa\ and bXV VWaWionV
VhoZed Vome of Whe moVW e[pliciW im-
pacWV of Whe lockdoZn on common
people. Man\ people ended Xp loVing
alread\ precarioXV liYelihoodV. ThiV haV
alVo broXghW aboXW food inVecXriW\ and
conVeqXenW fearV of long-Werm damage
Wo children aV a reVXlW of malnXWriWion.
ReVXlWV from VXrYe\V of Źnearl\ 5,000
Velf-emplo\ed, caVXal, and regXlar Zage
ZorkerV acroVV 12 VWaWeV of India, con-
dXcWed beWZeen 13 April and 23 Ma\ź
b\ A]im Premji UniYerViW\ foXnd WhaW
ŹalmoVW 8 in 10 are eaWing leVV food Whan
before. More Whan 6 in 

10 reVpondenWV in Xrban areaV did noW
haYe enoXgh mone\ for ZeekV ZorWh
of eVVenWialV. More Whan a Whird of all
reVpondenWV had Waken a loan Wo coYer
e[penVeV dXring Whe lockdoZn. More
Whan 8 in 10 reVpondenWV did noW haYe
mone\ Wo pa\ ne[W monWh'V renW.ź The
VWXd\ findV WhaW among Whe Vample
VXrYe\ed, 66% ZorkerV loVW Wheir jobV,
77% hoXVeholdV Zere conVXming leVV
food Whan before, 47% hoXVeholdV did
noW haYe enoXgh Wo bX\ eVVenWialV Wo
laVW Whem a Zeek. 77% YXlnerable
hoXVeholdVųWhoVe defined in Whe
VWXd\ aV haYing a WoWal income of leVV
Whan ₹10,000 in FebrXar\ųreceiYed
raWion and 49% of VXch hoXVeholdV
receiYed a caVh WranVfer. 87% Velf-
emplo\ed ZorkerV in Xrban areaV
reporWed Wo haYe loVW emplo\menW,
Zhile 66% caVXal ZorkerV in rXral areaV
ZenW oXW of Zork.

HoZ haV Whe Prime MiniVWer acWed aV
Whe head of Whe goYernmenW all WhiV
Zhile? On Whe one hand, he haV cond-
XcWed himVelf reVponVibl\. Unlike oW-
her naWionaliVW leaderV VXch aV TrXmp
and BolVonaro Zho haYe Xnderpla\ed
or eYen denied Whe YirXV, Modi haV ad-
miWWedl\ VhoZn a mXch more caXWioXV
Vide. He haV been adYocaWing Whe XVe
of maVkV and folloZing Vocial diVWan-
cing normV in hiV addreVVeV, caXWio-
ning people from becoming careleVV in
Whe abVence of a Yaccine. ThiV ZaV ag-
ain reiWeraWed in hiV laWeVW addreVV Wo
Whe naWion in Whe Zake of Whe Xpcomi-
ng feVWiYal VeaVon. HoZeYer, ModiŶV
leaderVhip alVo haV Vome VerioXV flaZV,
Zhich haYe made Wheir impacW knoZn
again in hiV handling of Whe pandemic.
        FirVW, mXch of hiV condXcW haV
been baVed aroXnd rheWoric and per-
cepWion managemenW. When Whe
Prime MiniVWer annoXnced a ŵJanaWa
CXrfeZŶ for 22 March, SXnda\, iW ZaV
VXppoVed Wo be a  preparaWion for Whe
da\V Wo come. HoZeYer, Zhile he did
Xrge ciWi]enV Wo be YigilanW, a one-da\
cXrfeZ coXld noW haYe been a prepa-
raWion aW all. IW coXld obYioXVl\ noW
haYe broken Whe chain of WranVmiVVion
and in abVence of clear gXidelineV abo-
XW ZhaW coXld happen ne[W, no one
kneZ hoZ Wo prepare, eVpeciall\ WhoVe
VWranded far aZa\ from Wheir homeV.
BXW Modi inVWead Veemed inWereVWed in
keeping Whe ciWi]enV on Wheir WoeV in
VXVpenVe of ZhaW mighW happen ne[W.
He alVo Xrged IndianV Wo VhoZ Wheir
graWiWXde Wo eVVenWial ZorkerV b\
clapping or banging WhaliV on Whe da\
of Whe ŵJanaWa CXrfeZŶ. A noYel geV-
WXre. Indeed, Ze VhoXld be VhoZing
graWiWXde Wo people VaYing liYeV aW WhiV
criWical momenW in hiVWor\; hoZeYer,
in abVence of man\ mXch needed re-
VponVeV, all WhiV rang holloZ. Simi-
larl\, lighWing di\aV ZaV good enoXgh
Wo creaWe a VpecWacle and perhapV alVo
Wo creaWe a VenVe of VolidariW\ among
IndianV. BXW, iW doeV noW make Whe
ViWXaWion beWWer. Add Wo WhiV Whe media
lapping Xp WheVe Vmall geVWXreV and
bloZing Whem oXW of proporWion, and
Whe focXV VhifWV from acWXal handling
of Whe pandemic Wo a celebraWor\
VpecWacle. Modi, of coXrVe, iVnŶW one Wo
VWa\ behind image managemenW. 

       The haVWe in Zhich Whe lockdoZn ZaV
impoVed b\ Whe cenWre haV alVo been
criWiciVed. WiWh barel\ an\ Wimel\ noWice,
Whe lockdoZn lefW man\ VWranded ZiWh no
Wime Wo prepare. The economiVW KaXVhik
BaVX called Whe lockdoZn a failXre: iW
coXld noW preYenW Whe Vpread of Whe YirXV
aV large VecWionV of migranW ZorkerV had
Wo be on Whe moYe, bXW aW Whe Vame Wime iW
led Wo Whe econom\ free]ing Xp. The
23.9% conWracWion in IndiaŶV GDP in Whe
firVW qXarWer of Whe financial \ear 2020-21
haV been a major caXVe of concern.
HoZeYer, Wop economiVWV haYe been
pX]]led b\ Whe cenWreŶV reVponVe, calling
for Whe goYernmenW Wo do a loW more Wo fi[
Whe collapVing econom\.

TKe KaUVK aQd abUXSW
ORcNdRZQ Oed WR

WKRXVaQdV RI PLJUaQW
ZRUNeUV beLQJ WUaSSed
LQ cLWLeV. IQ abVeQce RI
aSSURSULaWe IacLOLWLeV

aQd VaYLQJV, PaQ\ Kad
WR ZaON WKRXVaQdV RI
PLOeV bacN WR WKeLU

YLOOaJeV.



A IabULc PaQXIacWXULQJ bXVLQeVV LQ
SXUaW, IQdLa, KaV beeQ VKXW VLQce WKe
cRURQaYLUXV ORcNdRZQ LQ WKe
VSULQJ.CUedLW...SaXP\a
KKaQdeOZaO IRU TKe NeZ YRUN
TLPeV



A IabULc PaQXIacWXULQJ bXVLQeVV LQ
SXUaW, IQdLa, KaV beeQ VKXW VLQce WKe
cRURQaYLUXV ORcNdRZQ LQ WKe
VSULQJ.CUedLW...SaXP\a
KKaQdeOZaO IRU TKe NeZ YRUN
TLPeV



RRKaQ HaQde 



A poliWician of hiV poliWical acXmen knoZV hoZ Wo conWrol
narraWiYeV. 
          TheVe geVWXreV of VolidariW\ alVo fall flaW in lighW of Whe facW
WhaW Modi, conWinXing hiV paVW Wrend, haV noW held a Vingle preVV
conference eYen in WhiV criWical Wime. HiV monWhl\ ŵMann Ki
BaaWŶ VpeecheV ofWen gloVV oYer preVVing iVVXeV. HiV addreVVeV
recenWl\ haYe noW Vaid mXch, e[cepW making roXWine
annoXncemenWV WhaW VomeWimeV argXabl\ did noW eYen need a
WeleYiVed Vpeech. Man\ oWher Zorld leaderV haYe done a mXch
beWWer job of commXnicaWing ZiWh Wheir ciWi]enV in WimeV of
criViV. NeZ Zealand Prime MiniVWer Jacinda ArdernŶV Facebook
Q&A VeVVionV became popXlar becaXVe of her calm demeanoXr
in WimeV of criViV and an honeVW conYerVaWion ZiWh her ciWi]enV.
EYen TrXmp held mXlWiple preVV briefingV in fronW of reporWerV
and faced qXeVWionV. Modi neYer did.
       There haV alVo been a WargeWing of man\ joXrnaliVWV Zho
haYe reporWed VWorieV criWical of Whe goYernmenW'V handling of
Whe pandemic. AW Whe Vame Wime, docWorV Zho haYe complained
of poor faciliWieV and eqXipmenW haYe alVo faced backlaVh b\
aXWhoriWieV.
     MoreoYer, ModiŶV lack of WranVparenc\ haV been eYidenW in
Whe conWroYerV\ behind Whe PM CARES fXnd aV Zell. EYen
WhoXgh Whe PMO aVVerWed WhaW Whe fXnd ZaV noW a ŹpXblic
aXWhoriW\ź and hence noW coYered Xnder Whe RTI AcW, mXch of
Whe fXndV haYe come from VWaff ValarieV of cenWral goYernmenW
deparWmenWV like Whe railZa\V, pXblic VecWor bankV and Whe RBI,
and cenWral edXcaWional inVWiWXWionV. YeW, Whe cloXd of
XncerWainW\ oYer Whe e[acW naWXre and financeV of Whe fXnd
remainV. 

The VXVpenVion of Whe QXeVWion HoXr and Whe redXcWion of Whe
Zero HoXr in Whe monVoon VeVVion of ParliamenW Zere fXrWher
bloZV Wo e[ecXWiYe accoXnWabiliW\, eVpeciall\ needed in WimeV of
criVeV. EYen ZiWh Whe ParliamenW, Whe haVW\ paVVing of billV, and
Vpecificall\ Whe conWroYerV\ oYer Whe paVVing of Whe farm billV in
Whe Raj\a Sabha raiVed imporWanW qXeVWionV aboXW
parliamenWar\ fXncWioning.
         EYen more diVWreVVing ZaV Zhen Whe cenWreŶV MiniVWr\ of La-
boXr admiWWed in ParliamenW WhaW iW had no daWa aboXW Whe nXm-
ber of migranW deaWhV dXring Whe lockdoZn, eYen Zhile iW Vaid
WhaW oYer 1 crore migranW ZorkerV had reWXrned Wo Wheir home VW-
aWeV in WhaW period.
         ThiV haVWe, lack of WranVparenc\, and a WaVWe for WheaWricV in-
Yoke parallelV ZiWh ModiŶV failed demoneWiVaWion e[perimenW. A
VXdden ŵmajor annoXncemenWŶ ZiWh no prior Zarningųand
ZhaW Veemed like no prior preparaWion or conVXlWaWionųalong
ZiWh highl\ e[aggeraWed claimV aboXW Whe effecWiYeneVV of Whe
acWiYiW\ alVo marked Whe 2016 epiVode. There Woo, an XncerWainW\
remained oYer Whe deaWhV of common people. Once Whe failXre
began Wo be Veen, Whe WheaWricV and Wall claimV Voon VWopped
being menWioned in poliWical VpeecheV. HoZeYer, Whe
accoXnWabiliW\ neYer came.
           The pandemic coXld haYe been a Wime for Modi Wo reinYenW
hiV leaderVhip for Whe beWWer. He coXld haYe become ZhaW he ne-
eded Wo be: accoXnWable and honeVW. WiWh Whe kind of VZa\ he
perhapV VWill commandV in Whe pXblic mind, he VhoXld haYe been
honeVW ZiWh Whe people. InVWead, he conWinXed hiV long aYerVion
Wo accoXnWabiliW\ and being qXeVWioned. He raWher ZenW for a cle-
Yerl\ crafWed neZ look, WheaWricaliW\, and an eYer-groZing aXWho-
riWarianiVm.
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WRPeQ ZKR aUe PLJUaQW ZRUNeUV TXeXLQJ IRU
IRRd LQ MXPbaL LQ ASULO, dXULQJ IQdLa֢V

cRURQaYLUXV ORcNdRZQ.CUedLW. .AWXO LRNe IRU
TKe NeZ YRUN TLPeV
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lHE `OMANd A`E ~O` ÌED 
7HE 5I6E 2F CHI1A & F8785E 2F 7HE :E67
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alm, Whe WeVW foU Whe fiUVW Wime in
cenWXUieV iV on Whe UeceiYing end and iV
facing Whe onVlaXghW of Whe DUagon and
WigeUV Zho aUe noZ oXW in Whe Zild. Na-
poleon once Vaid, ŹLeW China Vleep; Zh-
en Vhe ZakeV Vhe Zill Vhake Whe ZoUld.ź
China and Whe AVian WigeUV aUe no lon-
geU Vleeping and WhiV a Zake-Xp call foU
Whe WeVW Zhich iV Vleeping noZ oU Ze
can Va\ iV helpleVV. The VheeU VZifWneVV
and magniWXde of WhiV change coXld ne-
YeU haYe been imagined. We moYe on Wo
e[amine hoZ Whe WeVW haV been cha-
llenged noW onl\ in aboYe-menWioned
aUenaV bXW alVo pV\chologicall\.

TGDX caKK TR VGDM RNLDSGHMF

GaOODMR

DXUing an inWeUYieZ ZiWh Vo[, PUe-
VidenW Obama Vaid WhaW Zhen VomeWhing
happenV in Whe ZoUld, Whe\ don'W call
MoVcoZ oU Beijing, Whe\ call WaV-
hingWon. Well, WhaW iVn'W ZUong bXW Whe
pUe-eminenW VWaWXUe and Whe global im-
age of AmeUica aV a beacon of VWabiliW\
and aXWhoUiW\ haYe been damaged noW b-
ecaXVe of AmeUican miVcalcXlaWionV bXW
dXe Wo ChinaŶV UiVe aV an economic VXp-
eUpoZeU. HiVWoU\ WellV XV WhaW ZheneYeU
a naWion iV economicall\ VWUong and VWa-
ble, iW dicWaWeV iWV WeUmV and condiWionV.
ThiV VhoZ of aXWhoUiW\ b\ Obama iV noW
limiWed Wo Whe AmeUicanV bXW iV deepl\
YeVWed in Whe WeVWeUn ciYiliVaWion. The\
haYe been aW Whe foUefUonW and on Whe
Zinning end of eYeU\ majoU eYenW in Whe
modeUn and medieYal eUa. ThiV paVW
gloU\ bUingV ZiWh iW Whe noWion of UeV-
ponVibiliW\ Wo keep WhingV in fi[ed ZoUld
oUdeU. The ZeVW haV Vhaped Whe modeUn
ZoUld and Whe ZoUd modeUn iWVelf iV mo-
VWl\ Veen aV a ZeVWeUn V\non\m. TheiU
langXageV, cXlWXUe, WUadiWionV and inVWiW-
XWionV haYe Vhaped Whe ZoUld aV Ze
knoZ iW. HiVWoU\ iV eYidence, foU Zhen a
peUVon iV on Wop, he VhapeV Whe naUUaWiYe
in a Za\ WhaW benefiWV hiV/heU goalV pUi-
maUil\. So noZ, Zhen man\ naWionV aUe
Uall\ing behind China foU Whe One BelW
One Road iniWiaWiYe, iW iV making Whe
ZeVW neUYoXV and pUecaUioXV.

TGD PRXcGNKNFX NE bDHMF NT-

LbDQ 1

AfWeU WW2, Whe BUiWiVh and Whe old EX-
Uopean poZeUV ZeUe no longeU Whe ma-
VWeUV of mankind. The BUiWiVh empiUe
ZaV collapVing and man\ colonieV ZeUe
gaining independence. 
       

Whe aid of ConfXciXV inVWiWXWeV. 
        Media hoXVeV in man\ naWionV donŶW
bUoadcaVW aboXW hXman UighWV YiolaWionV
in China aV WheVe naWionV haYe hXge C-
hineVe inYeVWmenWV. Some naWionV haYe
implemenWed pUo-China policieV Wo fac-
iliWaWe ChineVe inYeVWmenWV and inY-
olYemenW. The SoXWh China Sea Uegion
iV a big e[ample of hoZ China can UeZ-
UiWe inWeUnaWional UXleV ZiWhoXW facing
mXch backlaVh. All WhiV makeV Whe ZeVW
neUYoXV and WheUe iV noW mXch WhaW Whe\
can do aboXW iW. DXe Wo Whe hXge inWeUd-
ependence of economieV in WhiV globa-
liVed ZoUld, iW iV difficXlW Wo decoXple Zi-
Wh a naWion and engage in conflicW. The
WeVW iV noW XVed Wo WhiV defenViYe beha-
YioXU bXW iW haV Wo adopW iW in-caVe of Ch-
ina. ReceiYing oUdeUV fUom China iV pV\-
chologicall\ difficXlW foU Whe ZeVW. A glo-
bal oUdeU baVed on Whe ZeVWeUn mech-
aniVm iV being bUoXghW doZn bUick b\
bUick. IW ZonŶW be laWe Zhen Whe oUdeUV
fUom Beijing Zill haYe a global effecW.

WGX VNQQX abNTS CGHMa?

The ZeVW iV ZoUUied and conceUned ab-
oXW ChinaŶV UiVe becaXVe Whe WZo aUenŶW
VimilaU in an\ manneU. ChineVe aUe pe-
ople of diffeUenW cXlWXUeV and WUadiWionV.
TheiU inVWiWXWionV aUe baVed on diffeUenW
hiVWoUieV and peUVpecWiYeV. AVian poZeUV
Zill VWill be able Wo handle Whe UiVe of Ch-
ineVe global oUdeU aV Whe\  VhaUe VomeZ-
heUe VimilaU poliWical cXlWXUe. The neZ
ChineVe oUdeU Zill lead Wo a neZ UXleV-
baVed V\VWem and global inVWiWXWionaliV-
m. ThiV neZ oUdeU Zill noW VXiW Whe pUef-
eUenceV of Whe old ZeVWeUneUV and hege-
mon\ of AmeUica. The\ feaU a Zeaken-
ing of Whe democUaWic oUdeU and Whe UiVe
of Whe commXniVW Uegime on Whe global
plaWfoUm. ThiV feaU iV backed b\ Whe hi-
VWoU\ of Whe Cold WaU Zhen Whe libeUal
ZoUld ZenW all oXW Wo VWop Whe USSR
fUom becoming a global hegemon. NoZ,
Ze can Vee Whe WhUeaW aUiVing in a mXch
moUe poZeUfXl Za\. China haV blocked
man\ ZeVWeUn iniWiaWiYeV in UNSC and
on Whe inWeUnaWional VWage. IW haV UeVW-
UicWed WhoVe Zho haYe gone againVW iW.
The cloVe linkV beWZeen Whe CommXni-
VW Uegime, aUm\ and Whe coUpoUaWionV ha-
Ye alVo UaiVed alaUm bellV in Whe ZeVWeUn
capiWaliVWV. The claVVic e[ample of an inW-
eUneW fiUeZall, HXaZei 5G, maVV VXUYei-
llance and economic decepWion haV WhUe-
aWened man\ ZeVWeUn coXnWUieV. CoUo-
naYiUXV haV acceleUaWed Whe pUoceVV of
poZeU VhifW fUom ZeVW Wo eaVW. WeVWeUn
conceUnV VWem oXW of pV\chological aVp-
ecWV Woo. The facW WhaW Whe ZeVW Zill be
Whe economic and 

Finall\, Whe UniWed SWaWeV of AmeUica
Wook oYeU Whe global VcenaUio afWeU
cenWXUieV of EXUopean dominaWion, bXW
WhiV poZeU ZaV ZeVWeUn Woo and Whe
inVWiWXWionV of EXUope and AmeUica ZeUe
laUgel\ Whe Vame. TheUe ZaV no laUge Vcale
WhUeaW Wo Whe EXUopeanV. EYen afWeU Whe
pV\chological VeWback of noW being
nXmbeU 1, Whe EXUopeanV made peace
ZiWh AmeUica being a neZ hegemon bXW
Whe\ aUe noW oka\ ZiWh an\ EaVWeUn poZeU
oU foU WhaW maWWeU China being Whe
nXmbeU 1. Since a hXndUed \eaUV, Whe
AmeUicanV haYe noW knoZn ZhaW iW iV Wo
be UXnneUV-Xp in Whe ZoUld UankingV.
ThiV onVlaXghW on WheiU Uanking fUom
China iV going Wo be a hXge pV\chological
VeWback Wo AmeUicanV and Whe ZeVWeUn
ciYiliVaWion aV a Zhole. Imagine,
AmeUicanV going Wo Beijing foU Whe UN
GeneUal AVVembl\ meeWingV and WTO
HQ Wo aVk foU faYoXUable dealV Zhile Whe
EXUopeanV aVk foU loanV fUom majoU
ChineVe bankV. All WheVe changeV Zill
come ZiWh Whe change of UankV.
InWeUnaWional oUdeU being UeVhaped XndeU
Whe neZ poZeU Zill be a hXge
mindbloZing Vhock Wo Whe eVWabliVhmenW
and Zill Wake man\ \eaUV if noW cenWXUieV
Wo VWabiliVe.

AfWeU ZoUld ZaUV, an inWeUnaWional V\VWem
of Whe UniWed NaWionV ZaV cUeaWed and
laWeU Ze had IMF, WTO, WHO,
INTERPOL and oWheUV. When Whe
USSR collapVed, Whe pUoceVV faVW-
foUZaUded and Whe ZoUld ZaV in a h\peU
globaliVaWion peUiod. All WhiV ZaV led b\
Whe GUeaW AmeUican poZeU and econom\.
        BXW noZ China iV Waking oYeU in WeUmV
of NaYal bXildXp, Economic deYe-
lopmenW, AUWificial InWelligence, SofW-po-
ZeU and PoliWical inflXence. IW iV incU-
eaVingl\ deVWabiliVing Whe neUYeV of Whe
ZeVWeUn eVWabliVhmenW aV a Zhole. ŹWiWh
gUeaW poZeU comeV gUeaW UeVponVibiliW\
and in Whe 21VW cenWXU\ comeV gUeaW
changeź. When a neZ hegemon UiVeV iW
haV Wo make VXUe WhaW Whe global oUdeU iV
Vhaped in a Za\ WhaW iW pUoWecWV iWV
inWeUeVWV and helpV iW Wo Uemain
pUeeminenW. ThaWŶV ZhaW China iV doing.
ThUoXgh iWV economic inflXence, iW iV
Vhaping Whe media, poliWicV and eco-
nomic policieV of man\ naWionV. IWV Vi]e iV
Vo big WhaW man\ Vmall naWionV' aUmV aUe
alUead\ WZiVWed Wo benefiW Whe middle
kingdom. Man\ ZeVWeUn inVWiWXWionV aUe
noW in VXppoUW of Dalai lama oU Weaching
aboXW TaiZan oU Tiananmen VTXaUe m-
aVVacUe jXVW becaXVe Whe\ ZanW Wo UeceiYe 

Be iW economicV, poliWical inflX-
ence, geopoliWicV, VofW-poZeU,    
 miliWaU\     poZeU    and c\beU Ue- 
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In a diYided America, the TrXmp administration֢s
toXgh stance toZards China is a rare instance of Xnit\ 
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poliWical VXboUdinaWe Wo China iV UeYolWing Wo
Whem.

The WeVW VWill dominaWeV Whe ZoUld in WeUmV of
VofW-poZeU, miliWaU\ pUoZeVV, big Wech coUp-
oUaWionV, poliWical inflXence and c\beU adY-
anWage.
        Well, no one iV den\ing Whe ZeVWeUn poZ-
eUVŶ dominanW VWaWXV. WhaW Ze aUe anal\]ing iV
Whe Vpeed ZiWh Zhich all WhiV iV being challe-
nged and VhifWed. China noZ haV Whe ZoUldŶV
biggeVW manXfacWXUing companieV and conVWU-
XcWion companieV. The\ aUe home Wo TencenW
(a Wech goliaWh), Ali Baba GUoXp (an E-com-
meUce compan\), B\We dance. China iV moYing
ahead Uapidl\ in Whe domain of AUWificial inWel-
ligence dominaWion and haV a hXge 5G eTXi-
pmenW manXfacWXUing compan\ called HXaZei.
ChineVe media hoXVeV, Global WimeV and CG-
TN aUe Waking oYeU Whe global inWelligenWVia b\
VWoUm. In Whe 21VW cenWXU\, Whe one Zho Zill
conWUol Whe inWeUneW and infoUmaWion Zill con-
WUol Whe ZoUld. TheVe media hoXVeV haYe bec-
ome Whe naUUaWiYe VhapeUV and pUopaganda pUo-
moWeUV foU commXniVW China. ChinaŶV miliWaU\
iV adYancing aW a gUeaW pace Woo. A penWagon Ue-
poUW noZ Va\V WhaW Whe ChineVe haYe Whe laUgeVW
naY\ in Whe ZoUld. The\ aUe deYeloping miVVile
defence V\VWemV and adYanced miliWaU\ eTXip-
menW indigenoXVl\. 
           China iV incUeaVing iWV acWiYiWieV in Space
e[ploUaWion and miliWaUiVaWion aVpecWV. IW haV
WeVWed anWi-VaWelliWe miVVileV VXcceVVfXll\. In Whe
aUena of c\beUVpace, China iV moYing ahead
fUom Whe ZeVW. The\ aUe deYeloping inVWiWXWio-
nal leYel VXUYeillance and hacking V\VWemV Wo
VaboWage if Whe need aUiVeV. China haV Vignifica-
nWl\ inYeVWed in VofW-poZeU pUomoWion and iWV
Uanking haV incUeaVed. In 2016 HillaU\ ClinWon
ZiVhed ChineVe people a Happ\ NeZ YeaU,
Zhich ZaV called Whe ŵ\eaU of Whe pigŶ. On Whe
global poliWical VpheUe, ChinaŶV VWaWXUe haV incU-
eaVed. NoZ, ChinaŶV Yoice iV heaUd all acUoVV
Whe globe and iW XVeV iWV YeWo and YoWing poZeUV 

in Whe InWeUnaWional aUena Wo Whe benefiW of iWV
allieV. The pace aW Zhich China iV acceleUaWing
ZaV highl\ XnpUecedenWed. The ZeVW ma\ be
domi-nanW bXW eYen noZ, iWV baVic VWUXcWXUe iV
depen-denW on China. We VaZ WhiV dXUing Whe
pand-emic Zhen ZeVWeUn maUkeWV ZeUe almoVW
on WheiU kneeV dXe Wo VXppl\ chain VhXWdoZn
in China becaXVe of CoUonaYiUXV.

2049 - CGHMa£R FQDaS NUDQSaJD

In 2049, China Zill be celebUaWing 100 \eaUV of
Whe commXniVW Uegime bXW WhaW ZonŶW be all.
The celebUaWionV Zill be foU China becoming a
ŹfXll\ deYeloped, Uich, and poZeUfXlź naWion.
The hXndUed-\eaU plan ZoXld haYe been fin-
all\ achieYed. Man\ Va\ China Zill Wake oYeU.
        Well, in WeUmV of GDP (PPP) iW alUead\ haV.
IW ZonŶW Wake mXch Wime Zhen Whe\ Ueplace Whe
USA in WeUmV of oWheU balance of poZeU mea-
VXUeV Woo. While ZeVWeUn manXfacWXUing Zill
go doZn, ChineVe manXfacWXUing ZoXld VXU-
ge. IW Zill be Whe gUeaWeVW and faVWeVW oYeUWake in
hiVWoU\. When China WakeV oYeU Whe global
oUdeU iWŶV going Wo be diffeUenW fUom ZhaW Ze
noZ liYe in. China Zill Ueign Whe Za\ iW ZanWV
Wo. WhaW UemainV cUXcial Wo Whe big picWXUe iV
Zhen Zill Whe majoU VWUXcWXUal change happen?
FoU noZ, I ZanW \oX Wo Whink aboXW ZhaW Whe
China-led ZoUld Zill be like fUom 2049 onZ-
aUdV. RiVe of an\ naWion Wo Whe global VWage iV
noW peacefXl, iW Zill be accompanied b\ conf-
licWV and iVVXeV. AlVo, Whe UiVe iV noW limiWed Wo
\eaUV bXW decadeV. An\ geopoliWical oU global
diVUXpWiYe change Zill Wake Wime Wo abVoUb bXW
Zill VeW in ZiWh Wime. FoU noZ, Ze face man\
TXeVWionV like WhaW ZoXld be Whe bUeak-eYen
poinW? HoZ Zill Whe naWionV UeVolYe iVVXeV?
WhaW Zill Whe China-led ZoUld look like? And
laVW bXW noW leaVW iV Whe conceUn ZheWheU Whe
inWeUnaWional oUdeU Zill VXUYiYe Whe UiVe of a
hegemon oU Zill Whe ŹWhe middle kingdomź
cUeaWe one, in Zhich all naWionV oUbiW iW? Till
When Ze need Wo VWa\ infoUmed and moniWoU
dail\ changeV. EYen a Vmall moYe on Whe
cheVVboaUd iV a VWUaWegic one. Zai Jian!

46 HINDU COLLEGE GAZETTE

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2020



The Economist



B

REBRAHMANISATION 
OF EDUCATION 

eginning in OcWobeU 2019, Ze
ZiWneVVed hoZ one of Whe beVW XniYe-
UViWieV       in       India,       The JaZa-
haUlal NehUX UniYeUViW\ (popXlaUl\
knoZn aV Whe JNU) ZenW on a maVVi-
Ye VWUike Zhich laVWed foU monWhV.
SWXdenW commXniWieV fUom all acUoVV
Whe coXnWU\ annoXnced VolidaUiW\ Wo
JNU. The pUoWeVWV ZeUe againVW Whe
neZl\ XpdaWed fee VWUXcWXUe Zhich
incUeaVed Whe feeV of diffeUenW VeU-
YiceV Wo aUoXnd 20 WimeV of Whe e[i-
VWing feeV. TheUe ZeUe alVo Vome UeVW-
UicWionV like cXUfeZ and dUeVV code,
bXW Whe moVW VignificanW iVVXe ZaV Whe
UeneZed fee VWUXcWXUe. TheUe ZaV a
VXbVWanWial amoXnW of cUiWiciVm fUom
poliWical paUWieV aV Zell. AUgXmenWV
ZeUe UaiVed WhaW JNU being a Xni-
YeUViW\ WhaW edXcaWed eYen Whe po-
oUeVW of pooU in India, ZoXld noZ
become inacceVVible Wo a YaVW maj-
oUiW\ of Whe Indian VocieW\.

Anal\Ving Whe edXcaWiRn
V\VWem in India afWeU Whe

NaWiRnal EdXcaWiRn PRlic\



EdXcaWion in India in Whe eaUl\
WimeV ZaV an aVVeW limiWed Wo Whe
XppeU caVWeV, paUWicXlaUl\ Whe
BUahmanaV. The pUieVW claVV, Whe
BUahmanV, ZeUe impaUWed kno-
Zledge of Ueligion, philoVoph\,
and oWheU ancillaU\ bUancheV Zh-
ile Whe ZaUUioU claVV, Whe KVhaWU-
i\aV, ZeUe WUained in Whe YaUioXV
aVpecWV of ZaUfaUe. The bXVineVV
claVV, Whe VaiVh\aV, ZeUe WaXghW
WheiU WUade, and Whe ZoUking claVV
of Whe ShXdUaV ZeUe geneUall\ de-
pUiYed of edXcaWional adYanWageV.
The AWiVhXdUaV Zho ZeUe a claVV
placed eYen loZeU Whan ShXdUaV
ZeUe compleWel\ depUiYed of an\
foUm of edXcaWion and ZeUe foU-
ced Wo VeUYe Whe oWheU caVWeV. Kno-
Zledge VXUUoXnded Ueligion and
BUahmaniVm. All Whe We[WV ZeUe
WaXghW and ZUiWWen b\ BUahmanV
and Whe\ ZeUe WhXV, WheiU mo-
nopol\. ThiV conWinXed inWo Whe
20Wh cenWXU\ ZheUe edXcaWion
ZaV VWill limiWed Wo Whe SaYaUnaV.
AmbedkaU ZaV among Whe fiUVW
DaliWV Wo gain edXcaWion. He along
ZiWh PeUi\aU, PhXle, and SaY-
iWUibai PhXle foXghW foU making
edXcaWion aYailable Wo DaliWV and
Zomen. SaYiWUibai PhXle VeW Xp
VchoolV Wo Weach Zomen. PhXle
and PeUi\aU ZUoWe e[WenViYel\ on
Whe need Wo make edXcaWion Xni-
YeUVal. The\ ZeUe VWaXnch VXpp-
oUWeUV of empoZeUmenW of Zom-
en and loZeU caVWeV.
       In 1947, India gained indep-
endence. The ConVWiWXWion came
inWo foUce in JanXaU\ 1950 and
called foU Whe pUoYiVion of fUee
and compXlVoU\ edXcaWion foU all
childUen XnWil Whe age of 14. TheUe
ZeUe man\ oWheU policieV inWUod-
Xced foU Whe Vame pXUpoVe. YeW, in
1953 Whe C.RajagopalachaUi goYeU-
nmenW in Tamil NadX paVVed a
legiVlaWion foU bXilding KXla KaYi
ThiWWam Zhich VXppoVedl\ ZaV
baVed on a Gandhian model of
edXcaWion. In WheVe WhiWWamV, in
Whe Vecond-half of Whe da\, chil-
dUen ZeUe alloZed Wo nXUWXUe Wh-
eiU paUenWVŶ WUadiWional jobV, and
WheVe WUadiWional jobV ZeUe caVWe-
baVed. The DUaYidian paUWieV Yeh-
emenWl\ oppoVed iW Va\ing WhaW
Whe Vcheme ZoXld onl\ UeinfoUce
Whe aUchaic caVWe VegmenWV Whe op-
poUWXniW\ Wo pXUVXe oWheU Yoca-
WionV Vince Whe\ aUe boXnd b\ laZ
Wo pUacWice WheiU heUediWaU\ jobV. IW
ZaV When Waken doZn in Whe ne[W
\eaU dXe Wo hXge cUiWiciVm. The
UighW Wo edXcaWion ZaV added in
Whe 86Wh amendmenW in 2002. 

ThoXgh WheUe haYe been VeYeUal
effoUWV Wo make edXcaWion XniY-
eUVal, eYen Woda\ WheUe iV a hXge
nXmbeU of DaliWV Zho haYe been
depUiYed of WheiU UighW Wo edX-
caWion. And in WhiV conWe[W, Whe
NaWional EdXcaWion Polic\ 2020
comeV inWo Whe Vcene. The polic\
ZaV paVVed b\ Whe Indian
PaUliamenW in JXl\ 2020.
        The NEP ZaV paVVed amidVW
Whe pandemic Zhen edXcaWional
inVWiWXWionV ZeUe cloVed. ThXV,
WheUe coXldnŶW be pUopeU diVcXV-
Vion in Whe VWXdenW commXniW\
UegaUding Whe pUoV and conV of
WhiV polic\. RecommendaWionV a-
nd feedback giYen b\ VcholaUV Wo
Whe dUafW ZeUe noW conVideUed and
ZeUe WhUoZn inWo Whe dXmp.  Del-
hi UniYeUViW\ pUofeVVoU Abha
DeY Habib called iW Whe ŵNeZ
E[clXVionaU\ Polic\Ŷ. WhaW iV Whe
UeaVon behind WhiV XpUoaU?
        While Whe DaliW-BahXjan and
lefW oUgani]aWionV aUe cUiWiciVing
Whe polic\, RSS affiliaWed inVW-
iWXWionV aUe Zelcoming Whe Vame.
60-70 peUcenWage of Whe Uecom-
mendaWionV made b\ Whe laWWeU
oUgani]aWionV haYe foXnd a place
in Whe polic\. PeUVonV Zho aUe in
oppoViWion Wo Whe polic\ aUgXe
WhaW iW UeflecWV a Neo-BUahmanical
fUameZoUk, e[clXding Whe mino-
UiWieV. The NEP failV Wo addUeVV
Whe diVpaUiWieV in acceVVibiliW\ Wo
edXcaWion among DaliW and oWheU
minoUiW\ commXniWieV. IW doeV
noW UecogniVe Whe hegemonic Uole
caVWe and paWUiaUch\ pla\ in acceVV
Wo edXcaWion.
           The polic\ VWaWeV WhaW coll-
egeV ZoXld be giYen an aXWo-
nomoXV VWaWXV afWeU a feZ \eaUV.
ThiV kind of pUiYaWiVaWion Zill
pUoYe diVadYanWageoXV Wo VWXd-
enWV fUom minoUiW\ commXniWieV
aV iW ZoXld lead Wo a VXUge in feeV.
AXWonomoXV collegeV ZoXld alVo
mean WhaW  XniYeUViWieV and colle-
geV ZoXld inWUodXce coXUVeV WhaW
Zill chaUge e[oUbiWanW feeV fUom
VWXdenWV Wo meeW Whe financial
needV of inVWiWXWionV. The peUce-
nWage of maUginaliVed and loZeU
middle VWXdenWV enUolling in Xn-
iYeUViWieV ZoXld go eYen loZeU
Whan Whe e[iVWing 26.3%. (AISHE
UepoUW 2019). 
          AlVo, WhUoXghoXW Whe doc-
XmenW WheUe iV an emphaViV on
Vcience and YocaWional coXUVeV,
cleaUl\ VhoZing hoZ Whe polic\
UefXVeV Wo UecogniVe Whe Vign-
ificance of aUWV, hXmaniWieV and
Vocial VcienceV. 

The concepW of mXlWidiVciplinaU\
coXUVeV iV noW cleaUl\ manifeVWed
and Whe plan Wo bXild moUe Xni-
YeUViWieV in eYeU\ diVWUicW iV again
XncleaU. FolloZing Whe pXblic-pUi-
YaWe-paUWneUVhip meWhod foU Ueg-
XlaWing XniYeUViWieV and collegeV
Zill e[clXde VWXdenWV fUom maUg-
inaliVed commXniWieV. The polic\
lighWl\ menWionV WhaW pUiYaWe fiU-
mV ZoXld Wake deciVionV Uega-
Uding Whe foUeign XniYeUViWieV WhaW
iW hopeV Wo bXild in India.
           NEP pUopoVeV Wo oYeU-cenWU-
aliVe ZiWh foUming neZ inVWiWX-
WionV like Whe NaWional TeVWing
Agenc\, HigheU EdXcaWion Com-
miVVion of India, Whe NaWional
ReVeaUch FoXndaWion, Whe NaWio-
nal CXUUicXlaU and Pedagogical
FUameZoUk foU ECCE, Whe Gen-
eUal EdXcaWion CoXncil, NaWional
PUofeVVional SWandaUdV foU Teac-
heUV, and Vo on. AV a UeVXlW Whe
poZeUV aVVigned Wo VWaWe/Xnion
WeUUiWoUieV, Yillage and ]illa panc-
ha\aWV, and WUibal coXncilV Zill be
UedXced oU ZiWhdUaZn alWogeWheU.
UndeU HEFA, moVWl\ financial
aVViVWance Zill be pUoYided aV
loanV UaWheU Whan gUanWV. ThiV Zill
pUeVVXUi]e pXblic XniYeUViWieV Wo
collecW WheiU fXndV in WheiU oZn
Za\ UeVXlWing in conVWanW fee hi-
keV and iniWiaWion of Velf financing
coXUVeV. FXUWheU, eUadicaWing peU-
manenW Weaching poVWV and aWWUa-
cWing pUiYaWe coUpoUaWionV  Zill p-
UiYaWi]e XniYeUViW\ VpaceV and Zill
be e[clXViYe in naWXUe foU Whe ma-
Uginali]ed and XndeU pUiYileged
VecWionV in VocieW\. 
          Replacing UGC ZiWh Whe
HECI iV noW a meUe name changeU
acW: UGC iV an aXWonomoXV bod\
XndeU Whe 1956 acW of UGC.
HECI/HEGC (higheU edXcaWion
gUanWV coXncil) Zill be XndeU Whe
diUecW conWUol of Whe cenWUal goY-
eUnmenW. HeUe, Whe membeUV Zill
alVo be appoinWed b\ Whe cenWUal
goYeUnmenW. ThiV iV an aWWempW Wo
deepl\ poliWici]e Whe higheU edX-
caWion V\VWem, Zhich Zill facil-
iWaWe enoUmoXV poZeU Wo Whe cen-
WUal goYeUnmenW in adminiVWUaWiYe
and economic leYelV. If Whe XniY-
eUViW\ iV faced ZiWh an economic
cUiViV , WheVe polic\ meaVXUeV Zill
acW aV a cUoVV cXWWing caWal\VW foU
Whe pUoceVV of pUiYaWi]aWion Zhich
Zill eVVenWiall\ lead Wo a coUpoUaWe
demand. The BiUla-Ambani Ue-
poUW VXbmiWWed Wo Whe cenWUal go-
YeUnmenW in 2000 demanded co-
mpleWe de-poliWiciVaWion of higheU
edXcaWion campXVeV and pUom- 

oWed a maUkeW oUienWed edXcaWion
Zhich alVo encoXUaged legiVlaWion
of PUiYaWe UniYeUViW\ Bill. When
Whe fee hike becomeV a UealiW\ in
Whe cenWUal XniYeUViWieV,
maUginaliVed VecWionV Zill be
fXUWheU alienaWed fUom WheVe Vpa-
ceV. 
        The NEP pUopoVeV an infoU-
mal Uole foU ŹWUained YolXnWeeUV
fUom boWh Whe local commXniW\
and be\ond, Vocial ZoUkeUV, co-
XnVelloUV and commXniW\ inYo-
lYemenWź in Whe Vchool V\VWem.
ThiV coXld cleaUl\ be Veen aV a pa-
Wh foU Whe RSS Wo enWeU edXca-
Wional inVWiWXWionV and VpUead Whe-
iU agenda. 
       The NEP alVo enVXUeV WhaW Whe
mediXm of inVWUXcWion in VchoolV
Will XppeU pUimaU\ claVVeV VhoXld
be Whe moWheU WongXe of Whe VWX-
denWV. ThiV Zill UemoYe EngliVh aV
a mediXm of inVWUXcWion. ThiV m-
a\ Veem aV poViWiYe and impoUWanW
in pUomoWing local langXageV, bXW
WhiV iV alVo TXiWe pUoblemaWic. En-
gliVh iV a Vocial cXUUenc\ foU Whe
maUginaliVed commXniWieV. Wh-
en engliVh iV Ueplaced, Whe langX-
age becomeV a liWWle moUe alien Wo
Whem. The\ Zill noW be able Wo ac-
ceVV Whe langXage aV WheiU XppeU-
caVWe peeUV and Zill affecW Whem
Zhen Whe WZo meeW in Whe open-
pla\ing field. AccoUding Wo a 2017
BUiWiVh coXncil VWXd\, 2017 BUiWiVh
CoXncil VWXd\, ŹTheUe iV liWWle oU
no eYidence Wo VXppoUW Whe Zidel\
held YieZ WhaW EMI (EngliVh aV
MediXm of InVWUXcWion) iV a beWWeU
oU VXUeU Za\ Wo aWWain flXenc\ in
EngliVh Whan Yia TXaliW\ EaS (En-
gliVh aV SXbjecW) . A moYe Wo EMI
in oU jXVW afWeU loZeU pUimaU\, co-
mmonl\ foXnd in SoXWh AVia and
SXb-SahaUan AfUica, \ieldV Woo
VhalloZ a foXndaWion of EngliVh
Wo VXVWain leaUning acUoVV Whe cX-
UUicXlXm fUom Whe XppeU pUimaU\
\eaUV onZaUdV.ź The 3 langXage
polic\ WhaW NEP la\V doZn
compleWel\ fXlfillV Whe demand of
RSS- and alVo aV an effoUW Wo
make SanVkUiW a modeUn da\ lan-
gXage along ZiWh naWional lan-
gXage Hindi in higheU edXcaWion-
WhiV cleaUl\  VhoZV  a   cXlWXUal he-
gemon\.   In e[iVWence, Whe opp-
oUWXniWieV of oWheU claVVical lang-
XageV like Tamil, Mala\alam, Te-
lXgX eWc aUe limiWed, WhiV Zill giYe
on Wo fXUWheU diYide. UlWimaWel\,
inYiVible BUahmin hegemon\ Zill
emeUge and acW ZiWh Whe official
VXppoUW of Whe VWaWe. 
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ThiV e[pUeVVion iV diVUeg-aUding Whe fedeUal
naWXUe of Indian poliWical V\VWem. The XUban
middle claVV libeUalV Zho eVVenWiall\ Walk foU
anWi-UeVeUYaWion polic\ Zill be eaVil\ aWWUacWed
Wo Whe apoliWical langXage of meUiW in NEP WhaW
eYidenWl\ lackV Whe concepW of ŵVocial jXVWiceŶ.
          Indian poliWical-cXlWXUal-economical Vce-
naUio ZiWneVVed a Uadical change afWeU Whe poVW
independence peUiod. In Whe PoVW-Mandal
peUiod, bahXjan VecWionV foUmed WheiU oZn
poliWical and WheoUeWical foXndaWionV. EYen
Whe e[iVWing cenWUal XniYeUViWieV aUe dominaWed
b\ XppeU caVWe-claVV gUoXpV. RecenW daWa on
Whe VhaUe of poViWionV of PUofeVVoUV Zill VhoZ
Whe dominaWion of WheVe paUWicXlaU VecWionV in
Whe Indian XniYeUViWieV. EYeU\ neZ polic\ iV
adYocaWing Whe idea of deYelopmenW/ pUogUeVV
in India. BXW Ze haYe Wo deconVWUXcW Whe
noUmaWiYe idea of pUogUeVV in a naWion like
India Zhich iV diYided on caVWe, claVV, Uace,
and langXage WhaW XlWimaWel\ deWeUmineV Whe
poZeU hieUaUchieV and poViWion of people
fUom Whe incepWion of a naWion-VWaWe. ThiV Zill
poVVibl\ encoXUage XV Wo aVk Whe TXeVWion-
pUogUeVV foU Zhom?

PUof. Han\ babX in ŵBREAKING THE CH-
ATURVARNYA SYSTEM OF LANGUA-
GESŶ aUgXeV WhaW official langXage polic\ of
Whe VWaWe doeV noW enYiVage a holiVWic UelaW-
ionVhip beWZeen VWaWeV, bXW pUomoWeV a
hieUaUchical V\V-Wem WhaW iV VimilaU Wo Whe
chaWXUYaUn\a V\VWem.
         EYenWXall\, Whe UeViVWing VWXdenWV and
WeacheUV Zho ZeUe calling oXW againVW Whe Ue-
gime Zill fade aZa\ leading Wo Whe diVappe-
aUance of cUiWical diVVenW becaXVe of Whe
VaYaUna pXblic VpheUe. The end UeVXlW of WheVe
Zill be Whe VaYaUna capiWaliVW VaWiVfacWion
pUoceVV Zhich Zill pUodXce a geneUaWion of
WeacheUV and VWXdenWV Zho aUe mechaniVWic in
naWXUe and e[WUemel\ Zeak in WheiU poliWical
imaginaWion. In WhiV VcenaUio, WhoVe Zho can
affoUd edXcaWion like Whe XppeU caVWe, XppeU
claVV Zill be VilenW and noW be Yocal foU Whe
UighWV of DaliW, BahXjan adiYaVi VecWionV of Whe
VocieW\ aV Whe laWWeU ZeUe. B\ WUanVfoUming
WheVe VpaceV inWo neo libeUal campV Zill VooneU
oU laWeU lead Wo paUWing of Whe idea of Vocial
jXVWice. NEP la\V an emphaViV on Indian
WUadiWion and  YalXeV, Zhich iW VhoZcaVeV aV
monoliWhic in naWXUe iV a cleaU UepUeVenWaWion
of WoWaliWaUianiVm. 
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had conYeUVaWionV ZiWh VWaff, aUWiVWV, and oWheU people in
oXU commXniW\, I Uecogni]ed iW iV a poZeUfXl VWaWe-menW
Wo make. The goal (in) making VXch a VWaWemenW pXblic iV
Wo compel change."
             Speaking Wo ARTneZV, Whe VWaWemenW WhaW MaU\
CeUXWi, Whe diUecWoU of WalkeU AUW CenWeU in Whe US, iV
Walking aboXW iV Whe inVWiWXWionŶV deciVion Wo VWop conW-
UacWing Whe MinneapoliV Police DepaUWmenW foU maWWeUV
of VecXUiW\. YeW Zhile CeUXWi imagined Whe idea of diVb-
anding Whe UelaWionVhip ŹholloZź (eYen Zhen one
conVideUV Whe VeYen long \eaUV of WhiV paUWneUVhip ZiWh
Whe MPD), Whe Vame coXldnŶW be Vaid foU Whe Uall\ing cU\
WhaWŶV belloZing deep in Whe heaUW of AmeUica Woda\: Wh-
aW of defXnding Whe police, in Whe Zake of Whe Black LiYeV
MaWWeU moYemenW. If \oXŶUe cXUioXV aboXW Zh\ WalkeU
Wook Whe fiUVW VWep, jog \oXU memoU\ųMinneapoliV iV
ZheUe GeoUge Flo\d ZaV killed.
            LeWŶV come Wo anoWheU mXVeXm, Whe NelVon-AWk-
inV in KanVaV. In a VWaWemenW, iWV diUecWoU JXli£n ZXga-
]agoiWia menWioned: ŹThe mXVeXmŶV VecXUiW\ appUoYed
WhiV UeqXeVW fUom Whe KCMO Police DepaUWmenW on
FUida\, and WhiV ZaV noW XnXVXal, giYen Whe VpiUiW of oXU
long hiVWoU\ of coopeUaWion.ź
          ThiV appUoYal ZaV aboXW Whe KanVaV Police Dep-
aUWmenWŶV paWUol XniWV being giYen peUmiVVion Wo XWili]e
Whe mXVeXm pUemiVeV foU VWaging pXUpoVeV if needed Wo
ph\Vicall\ bUace againVW BLM pUoWeVWeUV.
         No VooneU ZaV WhiV infoUmaWion made pXblic WhaW
oXWUage poXUed fUom all oYeU aboXW Whe mXVeXm and Whe
diUecWoUŶV compliciW\ in VXppoUWing UaciVW VWUXcWXUeV of
oppUeVVion. 

 IW Wook a feZ da\V foU Whe XniWV Wo YacaWe Whe loW, bXW Whe
meVVage had come acUoVV cleaU.  
          AmidVW callV foU defXnding Whe police and diYeVWing
aVVeWV in VXppoUW of Black and oWheU maUginali]ed com-
mXniWieV, aUW ZoUkeUV haYe been qXick Wo poinW oXW Whe
collaboUaWion galleUieV and mXVeXmV haYe ZiWh Whe po-
lice Woda\. We fail Wo Ueali]e Woda\ WhaW VWanding beVide
Whe aUWZoUkV foU VecXUiW\ iV ofWen a UeWiUed oU off-dXW\ cop.
BUeaking off VXch WieV iV a bold and poZeUfXl VWa-WemenW;
mXVeXmV aUe Veen aV bXlZaUkV of cXlWXUe, heU-iWage, and
ZhaW poliWicV ZoXld call ŵVofW poZeUŶ cenWUeV, and a
UeacWion fUom Whem iV boXnd Wo VhifW geaUV.
         So ZhaW aUe Ze Wo make of Whe oUgani]eUV of Whe India
AUW FaiU, Zhen WhiV \eaU Whe\ alloZed Whe Delhi P-olice
officialV Wo coUdon off and diVUXpW a paUW of Whe faiU oYeU
complainWV of Vome aUWZoUkV being Woo poliWical an-d
againVW Whe UecenW CAA?

IW did iniWiall\ feel like a liWWle biW of a holloZ VWaWemenW
Wo make, giYen Whe limiWed naWXUe of oXU conWUacWing
ZiWh police, bXW aV da\V ZenW on and I 
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       ŵThe Wall: CommXniW\ AUW
BXilding MXUalŶ ZaV imagined aV
a collage of painWingV inVpiUed b\
Whe Zomen aW Shaheen Bagh, Z-
hile a peUfoUmance of Fai]ŶV Vong
HXm Dekhenge (WeŶll See) Zo-
Xld be pla\ed in Whe back-
gUoXnd. The concepW ZaV aboXW
highlighWing Whe VolidaUiW\ and
celebUaWion of Zomen Zho had
come oXW on Whe VWUeeWV fUom Whe
comfoUW of WheiU homeV. YeW bef-
oUe WhiV coXld be pUopeUl\ e[e-
cXWed, VcoUeV of Delhi Police off-
icialV aUUiYed aW Whe Vcene in ZhaW
coXld onl\ be felW like a Uaid and
VWopped Whe pUoceedingV. The
oUgani]eUV ZeUe qXick Wo VhXW
doZn Whe peUfoUmance.
          IWŶV inWeUeVWing Wo noWe WhaW
PTI UecoUded Whe VWaWemenW of a
VenioU police official Va\ing:
ŹWe UeceiYed a PCR call WhaW Vo-
me painWingV depicWing Whe CA-
A ZeUe being e[hibiWed aW Whe fa-
iU. A police Weam ZaV VenW Wo ch-
eck iW, bXW no VXch painWing ZaV
e[hibiWed.ź M\na MXkheUjee,
Whe cXUaWoU foU Whe e[hibiWion Wh-
aW ZaV coUdoned off, hoZeYeU,
ZaVnŶW angU\ aW Whe pUeVence of
Whe police, bXW UaWheU Whe oUg-
ani]eUV:
          ŹIndia AUW FaiU oUgani]eUV
donŶW Veem Wo haYe a Vpine ZhaW-
VoeYeU.

Police ZeUe moUe faiU Wo XV Whan
Whe oUgani]eU folkV. We defeUUed
Wo Whe FaiUŶV UXleV. TheUe ZaV no
VloganeeUing. We Walked of
XniW\, UeVXUgence and VolidaUiW\,
and ZomenŶV leadeUVhip.ź
       The hXllabaloo ZaV aW Whe
coVW of a b\VWandeUŶV iVlamopho-
bic UeacWion WoZaUdV Whe aUW caU-
U\ing UUdX calligUaph\ and Fai]ŶV
l\UicV.
        BXW Wo diVaVVociaWe Whe idea of
conWempoUaU\ poliWical hap-
peningV fUom aUW in India ZoXld
be a piWfall inWo Zhich Ze canŶW
affoUd Wo jXmp. Indian aUW poVW-
independence oZeV iWV gUoZWh Wo
Vocio-poliWical engagemenWV WhaW
ZeUe happening in Whe coXnWU\.
The PUogUeVViYe AUWiVWV GUoXp
embUacing ZeVWeUn modeUniVm
ZaV a cleaU UeacWion Wo bUeak aZ-
a\ fUom Whe pUe-colonial idea of a
ŵcoXUW-aUWiVanŶ in a neZl\ inde-
pendenW India; The Radical GUo-
Xp of Whe 1980V emeUged a UeVXlW
of an anWi-feXdal, anWi-caVWe VenW-
imenW WhaW aUoVe againVW Whe ba-
ckdUop of Whe EmeUgenc\; and
Woda\ŶV pUeYalence of pUoWeVW aUW
iV jXVW anoWheU maUk aboXW hoZ
aUW iV inflXenced b\ VocieWal Who-
XghW and changeV.
         So iWŶV faiU Wo aVk, ZhaW doeV
Whe eVWabliVhmenW, Zhich Ze kn-
oZ haV a poZeUfXl VWake in infl-
Xencing VXch WhoXghWV and cha-
ngeV, do aboXW iW?  NoW mXch, I
feaU.
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        ŵWhen Whe PUogUeVViYeV of Whe ŵ50V
deWached WhemVelYeV Zholl\ fUom
pUecolonial concepWionV of paW-
Uonage, Whe\ embUaced Whe Valon/
galleU\ V\VWem of Whe WeVW. WhaW be-
came iWV XninWended conVeqXence,
hoZeYeU, ZaV WhaW aUW, Zhich eaUlieU
UeVWed aW Whe heaUW of Yillage life and
commXniW\, noZ became confined Wo
foXU ZallV ofWen oXW of Ueach of Whe
common maVVeV. In WheiU ]eal of
diVWancing WhemVelYeV fUom WheiU pa-
VW, Whe\ diVWanced WhemVelYeV (and
WheiU neZ aUW) fUom Whe maVVeV.
        The pUeVence of Whe RadicalV ZaV
a challenge Wo WhiVųWheiU e[hibiWionV
ZeUe done in pXblic VqXaUeV and op-
en maUkeWV foU Whe la\peUVonŶV e\eV,
Zhich coXldnŶW be boWheUed aboXW
dUeVVing impeccabl\ and Zalking Wh-
UoXgh a galleU\. BXW Whe RadicalVŶ
e[iVWence majoUl\ UeYolYed aUoXnd
Whe EmeUgenc\, and iWV diVmanWling
VaZ Whe gUadXal diVmanWling of Whe
moYemenW. To Wake doZn WhiV liWeUal
image of high aUW fUom iWV plinWh noZ
UeqXiUed Whe acWion of goYeUnmenW
inVWiWXWionVųmXVeXmV and galleUieV
WhaW ZeUenŶW going an\ZheUe, WhaW
ZeUe made foU eYeU\bod\.
         If Ze UemoYe Whe qXeVWion of
fXnding and managemenW, I ZoXld
noW heViWaWe Wo compaUe Whe Vi]e and
impoUWance of Whe DelhiŶV NaWional
GalleU\ of ModeUn AUW oU NaWional
MXVeXm ZiWh Whe MXVeXm of Mod-
eUn AUW oU Whe MeWUopoliWan MXVeXm
of AUW, boWh in NeZ YoUk. The\ŶUe all
VpaceV of phenomenal heUiWage and
YalXe, and Whe\ŶUe all deepl\ VeaUed in
Whe pXblic mind aV Whe VeaW of oXU
hiVWoUieV and cXlWXUe.
       If WheUeŶV an e[hibiWion aW Whe
NGMA Woda\, iWŶV aXWomaWicall\
aVVXmed Wo be of impoUWance and Y-
alXe WhaW ZoXld enUich all of XV. If IŶm
Wo giYe in Wo m\ bo\hoodŶV feUYenW
ZanW of Veeing Whe Koh-i-NooU diam-
ond back on Indian Voil I knoZ 

iW ZoXld be in a YaXlW in Whe NaWional
MXVeXm oU Whe RaVhWUapaWi BhaZan
MXVeXm. 
        When Whe GXeUUilla GiUlV VWaged
WheiU pUoWeVWV aboXW Whe miVUepUeVe-
nWaWion of female aUWiVWV YiV-¢-YiV male
aUWiVWV, Whe\ ZeUe held in WheVe YeU\
VpaceV becaXVe Whe\ kneZ WheiU YalXe;
and becaXVe mXVeXmV held VXch poZeU
oYeU Whe pXblicŶV mind, Whe aXWhoUiWieV
kneZ Whe\ had Wo change ZhaW Whe\
ZeUe doing foU feaU of a laVhing WhaW
ZoXld WaUniVh WheiU UepXWaWion.
         In India, hoZeYeU, WhingV aUenŶW
paUWicXlaUl\ Waking WhaW coXUVe. NaWio-
nal mXVeXmV & galleUieV Woda\ aUe
VloZl\ becoming ZhaW Whe\ŶUe meanW Wo
hoXVe: UelicV of Whe paVW. 
     TheiU non-paUWicipaWoU\ Uole in Vocial
changeV Woda\ iV onl\ enVXUing WheiU
UemoYal fUom Whe pXblic mind, Zhich
Ze canŶW affoUd Wo imagine. We'd need
Wo begin b\ gUaVping WUanVpaUenc\ aUo-
Xnd iVVXeV like Zage diVpaUiW\, diVcUi-
minaWoU\ paWWeUnV of hieUaUch\, and
langXage baUUieUV Wo iniWiaWe change.
TheVe VpaceV aUe baVWionV of hiVWoU\ a-
nd cXlWXUe, and ZiWh eYeU\ UeYiVing m-
oUVel of hiVWoU\ WhaW ZeŶUe conVXming,
Whe\ need Wo Uee[amine WheiU e[hibiWV,
UeconWe[WXali]e WheiU objecWV, and  Veek
Wo highlighW ZhaW hiVWoU\ haV hidden in
oXU annalV of independence. Indian cX-
lWXUal inVWiWXWionV need Wo pUoacWiYel\
conceUn WhemVelYeV ZiWh pUoYiding Whe
maUginali]ed a plaWfoUm of acceVVibiliW\.                   
       TUXe, Woda\ Ze haYe a UicheU YaUieW\
of aUW and aUWiVWV WhaW aUe engaging ZiWh
conWempoUaneoXV

WimeV and Zhile iW mXVW be acknoZ-
ledged WhaW pUiYaWe VpaceV haYe beco-
me mXch moUe acceVVible, iWŶV VWill noW
enoXghųaVk \oXUVelf, ZoXld \oX
pUefeU a field WUip Wo a biennale Zhich
\oX canŶW eYen pUonoXnce oU an
e[hibiWion aW Whe NaWional MXV-eXm?
In facW, Whe gUeaWeU aUW ecoV\V-Wem iV
alVo laUgel\ an enWeUpUiVe in a capiWaliVW
ZoUld, and no Vpace ZoXld ZiVh Wo
endangeU iWV floZ of mone\ b\ being
Woo poliWical.
            And aW a Wime Zhen I Vee moUe
aUW coming Xp on ZallV and UoadV, I
can onl\ imagine ZhaW WhaW mone\ iV
XlWimaWel\ enUiching XV ZiWh. A paUW
of Whe pUoblem UeVWV ZiWh Whe abVence
of a Vpace WhaW caWeUV Wo conWem-
poUaU\ aUW on a naWional Vcale (Whe
ŵmodeUnŶ aUW peUiod ended b\ aboXW
Whe eaUl\ 1990V) and a paUW UeVWV ZiWh
Whe deciVionV of iWV managemenWų
pUiYaWe oU goYeUnmenW alike. BXW cha-
nge iV being Veen: ICOM, Whe inWeUn-
aWional bod\ foU mXVeXmV, haV foXnd
iWVelf in Whe middle of a biWWeU debaWe
UegaUding Whe age-old idea of ŹZhaW iV
a mXVeXm?źųan idea WhaW Woda\ fee-
lV inadeqXaWe and diVcUiminaWoU\ Wo 
 hXndUedV of VpaceV WhaW haYe come
Xp. 
         The e[iVWing definiWionV ZeUe
eVWabliVhed b\ Whe fiUVW ZoUld; noZ,
Whe WhiUd ZoUld iV Vhaking WhingV Xp.
TimeV aUe changing, and mXVeXmV
and galleUieV canŶW affoUd Wo VWa\ ne-
XWUal an\moUe, bXW if I coXld be all-
oZed Wo be cheek\ heUe, N\a hXP de-Nh

Saa\eQge?
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WXUe Zhich pUoYideV XV ZiWh an in-depWh
inVighW inWo Whe VocieW\ of WhaW Wime.
TheUe had been YaUioXV UeYeUed SanVkUiW
poeWV and dUamaWiVWV ZhoVe ZoUkV aUe
VWXdied Will daWe. One amongVW Whem iV
KalidaVa Zho iV conVideUed Whe gUeaWeVW
SanVkUiW poeW of all Wime. HiV ZoUkV YaU\
fUom pla\V Wo epic poemV and minoU
poemV.
   TheUe iV alZa\V a UeaVon behind
eYeU\Whing. SimilaUl\, WheUe iV an obj-
ecWiYe behind eYeU\ aXWhoUŶV ZoUkV and
Whe facWoUV Zhich made him ZUiWe Whe
Za\ he did. SWXd\ing WheVe facWoUV
becomeV neceVVaU\ in Whe VenVe WhaW Whe\
help XV connecW ZiWh Whe paVW. ThiV eVVa\
iV an aWWempW WoZaUdV Whe Vame.
     In WhiV eVVa\, Whe economic VWUXcWXUe
pUeYalenW dXUing KalidaVaŶV Wime haV
been anal\Ved Wo VWXd\ iWV effecW on Vocial
UelaWionV dXUing WhaW peUiod. The VocieW\,
aV depicWed in hiV ZoUkV, Zill be VWXdied
Wo
XndeUVWand Zh\ he ZUoWe Whe Za\ he
did. FXUWheU, in Whe lighW of facWV colle-
cWed, Whe UeaVonV foU Whe popXlaUiW\ of hiV
ZoUkV Zill be VWXdied. ThiV eVVa\ aimV Wo
WUace Whe hiVWoU\ of Whe eYolXWion of Whe
impoUWance of hiV ZoUkV. The VpaWial
conVWUainWV of WhiV eVVa\ foUce Whe anal\ViV
Wo be limiWed Wo a feZ of hiV ZoUkV.

DaSD NE KaKHCaRa

We do noW haYe an\ Ueliable VoXUce of
infoUmaWion aboXW Whe Wime and place of
KalidaVa. He haV lefW behind him a
WUeaVXUe of highl\ UeYeUed and celebUaWed
ZoUkV. SeYen ZoUkV of KalidaVa aUe
knoZn Will daWe Zhich inclXde WhUee
epicV, namel\: AbhijnanaVakXnWalam ,
MalaYikagnimiWUam and VikUamoUY-
aVi\am ; WZo epic poemV, namel\: Rag-
hXYamVa and KXmaUaVambhaYa ; and
WZo khandakaY\aV oU minoU poemV, na-
mel\ MeghadXWam and RiWXVamhaUa .
UnfoUWXnaWel\, he haV lefW no clXe of hiV
peUVonal infoUmaWion (MiUaVhi and NaYl-
ekaU 3). TheUe aUe YaUioXV WheoUieV aboXW
Whe Wime in Zhich he liYed, Zhich Vome
hiVWoUianV and VcholaUV haYe WUied Wo
jXVWif\ b\ giYing facWV and inWeUpUeWing
Whem. The\ baVe WheiU conjecWXUeV on
UefeUenceV fUom hiV ZoUkV.
     AmongVW all, Whe WheoU\ of KalidaVa  

being Whe coXUW poeW of ChandUagXpWa II
of Whe GXpWa empiUe haV gone doZn Zell
and iV accepWed b\ moVW VcholaUV. The
menWion of VikUamadiW\a aV hiV paWUon in
MalaYikagnimiWUam allXdeV WoZaUdV
ChandUagXpWa II Zho had Waken Xp Whe
Vame WiWle dXUing hiV Ueign (KoVambi, An
InWUodXcWion 304). KXmaUaVambhaYa iV
VXppoVed Wo be allXding WoZaUdV Whe
biUWh of KXmaUagXpWa, Whe Von of Chand-
UagXpWa II (RamXlX and RamalX 655). The
menWion of Whe celebUaWion of VacUificial
UiWeV of Whe Vedic age in RaghXYamVa Uel-
aWeV Wo Whe fUeqXenW menWion of UeVWoUed
Vedic pUacWiceV, Zhich had noW been pUa-
cWiVed foU a long Wime in Whe UecoUdV of Whe
GXpWa peUiod (Ma]XmdaU 732). The San-
VkUiW inVcUipWion of MandVaXUŶV SXn
Wemple daWed 473 CE iV belieYed Wo be Whe
eaUlieVW eYidence of KalidaVaŶV Wime aV Whe
inVcUipWion UeVembleV Whe YeUVeV of Megh-
adXWa PXUYa , 66 and RiWXVamhaUa V.2-3
(Gopal 8). ThXV, KalidaVa iV belieYed Wo
haYe liYed beWZeen 400 and 500 CE.

NaSTQD NE SGD SNBHDSX CTQHMF

GHR SHLD

The peUiod befoUe Whe GXpWa d\naVW\
ZaV inclined WoZaUdV BXddhiVm and Jain-
iVm. The MaXU\an king AVhoka ZaV an
aUdenW belieYeU and pUopagaWoU of BXdd-
hiVm. The BUahminV had VXbVWanWiall\
loVW WheiU impoUWance dXUing WhaW Wime.
PUeYenWion of UiWXal VacUificeV b\ AVhoka
had hiW Whe inWeUeVWV of Whe BUahminV
becaXVe animal VacUifice ZaV Whe VoXUce
of WheiU liYelihood (Jha 106). BUahminical
VXpUemac\, Zhich had been gUadXall\
bXilW dXUing Whe laWeU Vedic peUiod, WXUn-
ed oXW Wo be aWWacked b\ BXddhiVm
(ThapaU, ŹAVoka and BXddhiVmź 46).
The naWXUe of Ueligion ZaV gUadXall\ cha-
nging and people ZeUe loVing WoXch of
Whe laWeU Vedic WUadiWion. The VecXlaU ep-
icV of MahabhaUaWa and Rama\ana ZeUe
UeZUiWWen and ZeUe giYen a UeligioXV
WoXch b\ Whe BUahminV (Jha 137).
      PoVW MaXU\an UXle, BUahmin hege-
mon\ ZaV fXUWheUed ZiWh Whe pUacWice of
land gUanWV Wo Whe pUieVWV and WempleV. In-
VWead of pa\ing Whe pUieVWV and officialV
diUecWl\, Whe\ ZeUe giYen land gUanWV and
Whe UighWV Wo collecW Wa[eV oYeU Whem. ThiV
enabled Whem Wo liYe a laYiVh and
comfoUWable life foU geneUaWionV (ThapaU
48). ThiV pUacWice gUadXall\ led 

Wo Whe deYelopmenW of a feXdal VocieW\.
The BUahminV and Whe officeUV became
Whe maVWeUV of WheiU landV and VWaUWed
e[ploiWing Whe peaVanWU\ and Whe laboX-
UeUV Zho ZeUe geneUall\ fUom Whe loZeU
YaUnaV (Jha 155). The BUahminV made Whe
YaUna V\VWem VWUingenW b\ UedacWing Whe
PXUanaV and adYocaWing WheiU VXpUemac\
oYeU Whe oWheU YaUnaV. Religion ZaV XVed
aV a Wool Wo mainWain Vocial oUdeU. Emph-
aViV ZaV laid on adheUing Wo Whe dXWieV
aVVigned Wo Whe YaUnaV UeligioXVl\ and eY-
en a VhXdUa coXld aWWain ValYaWion ZiWh
Whe VeUYice of Whe WZice-boUn and deYo-
Wion Wo God (Jha 161).
        DXUing Whe GXpWa peUiod, SanVkUiW
ZaV made Whe main langXage of inVcUi-
pWionV dXe Wo Whe VWUong inflXence of
BUahminV. ThiV VhoZV Whe connecWionV
beWZeen Whe UXling claVV and BUahminV,
Zho VXppoUWed WheiU UXle. ClaVVical SanV-
kUiW ZaV noW Whe langXage of Whe
commonV (KoVambi 69).

HHR WNQJR

AccoUding Wo MaU[, Whe Vocial e[iVWence
of a peUVon deWeUmineV hiV conVcioXVneVV
(AUon 120). SimilaUl\, KalidaVaŶV ZoUkV
can be conVideUed a UeflecWion of Whe
VocieW\ he liYed in. HiV ZoUkV ZeUe ZUiW-
Wen in SanVkUiW and all hiV ZoUkV haYe
WZo WhingV in common, i.e., Whe\ aUe com-
edieV and people of Whe XppeU and loZeU
caVWeV do noW Vpeak Whe Vame langXage.
Women and Whe VhXdUaV Vpoke PUakUiW
(R. ShaUma 146). In RaghXYamVa , Kalid-
aVa WalkV aboXW UeligioXVl\ folloZing Whe
YaUna V\VWem and WhaW going againVW iW
ZoXld noW bUing happineVV Wo Whe VocieW\.
He giYeV a UefeUence of Rama cXWWing off
Whe head of a VhXdUa foU pUacWiVing pen-
anceųZhich iV VXppoVed Wo be Whe
pUeUogaWiYe of Whe BUahminV (JoneV 641).
ChaUacWeUV of VhXdUa YaUna do noW feaW-
XUe mXch in hiV ZoUkV, Zhich aUe inVWead
cenWUed on BUahminV and Whe UXling claVV.
He alVo giYeV Whe UefeUence of Whe land
gUanWV in Whe foUm of YillageV Wo Whe
BUahminV (JoneV 472).
       The XVage of SanVkUiW in hiV ZoUkV
implieV WhaW Whe WaUgeW aXdience inclXded
Whe poliWical eliWeV and WhoVe VecWionV of
Whe VocieW\ Zho ZeUe familiaU ZiWh Whe la-
ngXage, i.e. poeWV and coXUWeVanV. Wom-
en and VhXdUaV ZeUe noW a paUW (Singh
344). KalidaVa UeflecWed Whe Vocial conVci-
oXVneVV of Whe VocieW\ WhUoXgh hiV 

The ancienW peUiod of Whe Indian
VXbconWinenW ZaV maUked ZiWh
Whe ZUiWing of Uich SanVkUiW liWeUa- 
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oUkV. HiV ZoUkV gUeZ popXlaU becaXVe Whe\
adYocaWed Whe ideolog\ Zhich Whe dominanW
VecWion of Whe VocieW\ ZanWed Wo pUomXlgaWe. In
RaghXYamVa and AbhijnanaVakXnWalam , Ze Vee
inVWanceV of KalidaVaŶV chaUacWeUiVaWion of Zomen
aV meek and docile. SiWa, aV poUWUa\ed b\ him,
VpeakV ill of heUVelf and heU foUWXne Zhen
abandoned b\ Rama (JoneV 631), Zhich iV in WoWal
conWUaVW Wo ValmikiŶV SiWa, Zho iV bold and a
Zoman of pUide and Velf-UeVpecW (KXmaU 61).
ShakXnWala of MahabhaUaWa iV a feaUleVV chaUacWeU
Zho confidenWl\ confUonWV DXVh\anWa Zhen Vhe
WakeV heU Von Wo hiV coXUW ZheUeaV KalidaVa
poUWUa\V heU aV a damVel in diVWUeVV Zhen lefW alone
b\ heU fUiendV in DXVh\anWaŶV coXUW (RXVWomji 47).
HiV ZoUkV helped in pUomoWing Whe VXpUemac\ of
XppeU YaUna V and VXbjXgaWion of Zomen WhUoXgh
Whe UeligioXV VWoUieV. He had choVen Whe chaUacWeUV
of hiV ZoUkV fUom UeligioXV We[WV dXe Wo Whe VWUong
inflXence of Ueligion in VocieW\.

PNRS KaKHCaRa

KalidaVa ZaV famoXV fUom Whe Wime of Whe
concepWion of hiV ZoUkV. He iV belieYed Wo haYe
had Whe paWUonage of ChandUagXpWa II. SanVkUiW
WheaWUe enjo\ed Whe paWUonage of Whe GXpWa kingV
(VaUadpande 237). The MandVaXU inVcUipWion of
473 C.E. alVo allXdeV Wo Whe facW WhaW KalidaVa ZaV
famoXV dXUing Whe Wime in Zhich he iV conWeVWed Wo
haYe liYed. In Whe WimeV afWeU KalidaVa, YaUioXV
poeWV haYe laXded hiV liWeUaU\ bUilliance. 
       The Vi[Wh cenWXU\ ZUiWeU Dandin pUaiVeV him
foU Uefining Whe VaidaUbha VW\le of compoViWion
(Gopal 1). The 634 CE Aihole inVcUipWion of
ChalXk\a king PXlakeVin II menWionV KalidaVa aV a
famoXV poeW. He had alVo been pUaiVed foU hiV
VZeeW and chaUming Za\ of ZUiWing b\ BanabhaWWa
in HaUVhachaUiWa ZUiWWen in Whe VeYenWh cenWXU\
(Gopal 1). Cambodian inVcUipWionV Uanging
beWZeen Whe VeYenWh and Whe WenWh cenWXU\ CE
haYe UefeUenceV of RaghXYamVa . An eighWh
cenWXU\ JaYaneVe inVcUipWion alVo allXdeV Wo hiV
ZoUk (Singh 343). RajaVekhaUa in Whe WenWh cenWXU\
AD, PadmagXpWa and Soddhala in Whe eleYenWh
cenWXU\ AD and GoYaUdhanachaU\a in Whe WZelfWh
cenWXU\ AD haYe all ZUiWWen in KalidaVaŶV pUaiVe
(MiUaVhi and NaYlekaU 459). We do noW geW an\
menWion of KalidaVa dXUing Whe Delhi SXlWanaWe
and MXghal UXle. The UeaVon coXld be Whe adYenW
of PeUVian and AUabic liWeUaWXUe and meagUe Uo\al
paWUonage Wo SanVkUiW VcholaUV. HoZeYeU, Ze geW
Whe UefeUence of a poeW ZiWh Whe pen name 

AkbaUi\a KalidaVa in Whe coXUW of AkbaU in Whe
Vi[WeenWh cenWXU\. HiV Ueal name ZaV GoYinda
BhaWWa (ChaXdhaUi 5). ThiV allXdeV Wo Whe
popXlaUiW\ of KalidaVa among SanVkUiW ZUiWeUV of
WhaW Wime Vo mXch Vo WhaW hiV name ZaV adopWed aV
a pen name.
        KalidaVaŶV ZoUkV ZeUe WUanVlaWed inWo EngliVh
b\ SiU William JoneV in Whe laWe eighWeenWh cenWXU\.
The inWenWion ZaV WhaW Whe Indian people ŹmighW
be UXled jXVWl\ accoUding Wo WheiU pUejXdiceV, ciYil
and UeligioXV, and VXffeUed Wo enjo\ WheiU cXVWomV
XnmoleVWedź (Cannon and Pande\ 528). He ZaV
eageU Wo knoZ ZheWheU SanVkUiW pla\V conWained
Vome infoUmaWion on HindX laZ. He choVe Wo
WUanVlaWe AbhijnanaVakXnWalam , Whe moVW UeYeUed
SanVkUiW pla\. He pXbliVhed Whe WUanVlaWion in
England in 1789. IW ZaV WUanVlaWed in GeUman in
1791. IW ZaV heaYil\ laXded b\ eminenW EXUopean
poeWV of WhaW Wime Zhich inclXded HeUbeU and
GoeWhe. ImpUeVVed b\ KalidaVaŶV ZoUkV, GoeWhe
pUaiVed him b\ ZUiWing a noWe on ShakXnWala in hiV
pla\, FaXVW (Cannon and Pande\ 529). ThiV ZaV
folloZed b\ a flXUU\ of WUanVlaWionV inWo YaUioXV
EXUopean langXageV. HiV ZoUkV haYe alVo inVpiUed
Indian aXWhoUV like IVhZaU ChandUa Vid\aVagaU
and RabindUanaWh TagoUe (MiUaVhi and NaYlekaU
460).

CNMBKTRHNM

KalidaVa haV been laXded foU hiV liWeUaU\ bUilliance
fUom Whe Wime of Whe incepWion of hiV ZoUkV. HiV
ZoUkV haYe been a VoXUce of inVpiUaWion foU YaUioXV
ZUiWeUV Zho haYe folloZed. Being ZUiWWen in
SanVkUiW, hiV ZoUkV ZoXld haYe been limiWed Wo Whe
XppeU YaUna V of VocieW\. He iV conWeVWed Wo be a
BUahmin ZhoVe ZoUkV ZeUe cenWUed aUoXnd men
and poZeU. BUahminical hegemon\, aV a fXncWion
of land gUanWV made Wo Whem, ZoUVened Whe VWaWXV
of loZeU YaUna V dXe Wo e[ploiWaWion aW Whe handV of
landoZneUV. The idea Zhich Whe dominanW VecWion
of Whe VocieW\ ZanWed Wo pUopagaWe ZaV aW Whe
cenWUe of hiV ZoUkV. HiV ZoUkV WUied Wo manifeVW Whe
idea of Whe GXpWa age being Whe ŹGolden Ageź.
ThiV iWVelf e[plainV Whe UeaVon foU hiV ZoUkV being
YeU\ popXlaU.
         TheUefoUe, WhiV eVVa\ eVWabliVheV WhaW hiV ZoUkV
ZeUe Whe UeflecWion of hiV VocieW\, ZUiWWen ZiWh a
male BUahminŶV peUVpecWiYe, limiWed Wo a VecWion of
VocieW\ Zhich ZaV in poZeU dXe Wo changeV in Whe
economic infUaVWUXcWXUe, popXlaU becaXVe Whe\
depicWed Whe mindVeW of Whe aXdience and VoXnded
mXVic Wo WheiU eaUV, and Uemained popXlaU dXUing
Whe coXUVe of Wime among oWheU SanVkUiW ZUiWeUV.
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hiV geneUaWion ma\ peUhapV neYeU
XndeUVWand Whe gUaYiW\ of Whe ViWXaWion
Zhich pUeYailed dXUing Whe heighW of
Whe Cold WaU Zhen Whe VWUXggle foU po-
ZeU beWZeen Whe UniWed SWaWeV and Whe
SoYieW Union dominaWed Whe inWeU-
naWional ZoUld oUdeU. DXUing WhiV peU-
iod, Whe pUoVpecW of a poWenWial global
conflicW beWZeen Whe WZo nXcleaU gianWV
ZaV aW iWV peak Zhich ZoXld haYe UeVX-
lWed in Whe annihilaWion of Whe enWiUe
hXman Uace. AW a Wime Zhen Whe paUan-
oia of a poVVible nXcleaU holocaXVW and
anWi-commXniVW VenWimenWV gUeZ amo-
ng AmeUicanV, SWanle\ KXbUick diUec-
Wed, pUodXced, and ZUoWe DU. SWUange-
loYe oU: HoZ I leaUnW Wo VWop ZoUU\ing
and loYe Whe bomb Wo illXminaWe Whe an-
[ieWieV, Whe feaUV, and Whe hoUUoUV of Whe
Cold WaU WhUoXgh a daUk poliWical VaW-
iUe Zhich hXmoUoXVl\ igniWeV Whe Uea-
liWieV of Whe poliWical climaWe of Whe eaUl\
Cold WaU.

AQaO\VLQg WKe UeOeYaQce Rf
SWaQOe\ KXbULcNյV 1964
QXcOeaU KRORcaXVW VaWLUe,
VWaUULQg PeWeU SeOOeUV 
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     Though this intense
tussle between the
two states never escal-
ated into a direct con-
frontation-almost 30
years down the line
the threat of a large sc-
ale nuclear war is dan-
gerously close to us
more than it ever was
before and Kubrick’s
1964 film continues to
hold relevance even in
the political climate of
the 21st century. 
       Dr. Strangelove
which loosely drew
inspiration from Peter
George’s 1957 novel
Red Alert, is a story
that begins when an
Air Force General
launches an unaut-
horized military strike
on the Soviet Union
because he fears the
Communists are plo-
tting an absurd plot
against Americans.
All diplomatic inter-
ventions to alert the
Russians went in vain
and by the end, the
actions of an anxious
General triggered a
nuclear holocaust lea-
ding to the end of the
world. 
Released two years
after the Cuban Miss-
ile Crisis, tanley
Kubrick utilizes satire
in the film to critique
and comment on the
international scenario
of the period with
every character and
every line

      Kubrick illustrates
unconventionally the
paranoia, hysteria, and
impulsive decision sk-
ills that go behind the
scenes of a threa-
tening nuclear war
situation with absurd
humor, irony, sarca-
sm, and unsettling re-
alism which is bound
to make one reflect on
the present day scen-
ario of the interna-
tional world.
     Though made in
the 1960s, Dr. Stran-
gelove was intended
to be a cautionary mo-
vie; to remind us that
an individual’s mad
impulse can one day
blow up the entire
world, especially by
those in power.
          It’s a jolting alarm
for us to think about
the dangers of the bo-
mb, which is just a bu-
tton away. The film is
bound to fill us with
uncomfortable laughs
but this absurdity in
the script only makes
it close to reality (on
the potential outbreak
of a nuclear war). 
      It is difficult for a
60s political satire to
stay relevant however
Kubrick’s art has alw-
ays been an exception.
Dr. Strangelove conti-
nues to exist as the
best black comedy ev-
er written on nuclear
warfare.
 

Even in 2020, we are
living in Dr. Stran-
gelove’s time; where
the world is on thin
ice.
      The year started
with a possible outb-
reak of World War III
when American forc-
es killed Iranian Major
General Qassem Sole-
imani invoking the
anxious war fantasy
all around the world.
Later in June, Sino-
Indian border clashes
erupted and a recent
fire of conflicts and
tensions created an
imbalance in the Sou-
th Caucasus Region;
all while the world is
dealing with a global
pandemic.
      Gopalkrishnan Ga-
ndhi says, Ź...(if) cons-
ensus fails to last,
ballistics could bloom
over the borders and
that is perhaps a day
none would like to
see. Wars and Virus
make a deadly coc-
ktailź
       While the global
key players have chan-
ged since the period of
the Cold War, public
paranoia towards the
‘D-Day’ is increasing.
As the Doomsday Cl-
ock ticks, it is remin-
ding us that mankind
is close to a ‘mutually
assured’ destruction.
They thought the idea
of nuking other 

countries is very much
there even if no their
intend of a lateral
launch.
          Diplomatic inter-
ventions and military
talks may only be the
best route to maintain
the status quo but
with the increasing
pursuit and posses-
sion of nuclear weap-
ons, the reality is that
nuclear-armed states
dictate international
politics. It’s time for us
to reflect on how our
politics are getting pla-
yed around nuclear
warfare and though it
is inevitable, it is imp-
ortant we think more
about war and nuclear
holocaust and where
we’re heading.
        As Martin E. Hell-
man best puts it, WR

aYRid e[WiQcWiRQ, Ze mX-

VW Wake acWiRQ WR VhifW fUR-

m aQ Rld mRde Rf WhiQk-

iQg Zhich jXVWifieV ZaU aV

QeceVVaU\ fRU VXUYiYal WR

a QeZ mRde Rf WhiQkiQg

Zhich UecRgQi]eV ZaU aV

Whe XlWimaWe WhUeaW WR

VXUYiYal. 
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IW֢V WiPe fRU XV WR UeflecW
RQ hRZ RXU SRliWicV aUe
geWWiQg Sla-\ed aURXQd

QXcleaU ZaUfaUe aQd
WhRXgh iW iV iQeYiWable,

iW iV iPS-RUWaQW Ze
WhiQk PRUe abRXW ZaU
aQd QXcleaU hRlRcaXVW

aQd ZheUe Ze֢Ue
headiQg.
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THE SOCIAL PARIAH: MY WAP
Crass hyper-sexualisation of women or a tribute to 

empowered women who own their sexuality?

B8 A*2HA8A 2(-GH



 IULHQGV DQG I VWUHDPHG ŵ:A3Ŷ. <HV,
WKH RK-VR-FRQWURYHUVLDO CDUGL B DQG
0HJDQ 7KHH 6WDOOLRQŶV ŵ:HW AVV
3XVV\Ŷ. 7KH O\ULFDO PHORG\ HOLFLWHG IX-
URUH DQG FRQWHPSODWLRQ. 8QDZDUH RI
WKH VSLF\ VRXS LW KDG VWLUUHG ZLWKLQ DQG
RXWVLGH WKH PXVLF LQGXVWU\, I
PLQGOHVVO\ GLVPLVVHG WKH VRQJ DV RQH-
DQG-WKH-VDPH. EYHQ VR, DQ[LRXV WKR-
XJKWV SURYRNHG PH: ŵLV WKLV DJDLQVW
IHPLQLVP?Ŷ. IV LW DJDLQVW DOO WKDW WKH
PRYHPHQW ZLVKHV WR GHVWUR\ųK\SHU-
VH[XDOLVDWLRQ RI ZRPHQ, SURYRFDWLYH
FORWKLQJ, VH[-VSHZHG VWHUHRW\SLFDO V\-
PEROL]DWLRQV, WKH LQKHUHQWO\ FDUQDO LP-
DJHU\ RI ZRPHQ LQ DQLPDO-SULQW RX-
WILWV? :DVQŶW CDUGL D IHPLQLVW KHUVHOI?
7KH TXHVWLRQV FRXOGQŶW KHOS WKHP-
VHOYHV.
         A ZHHN ODWHU, SRVW D YHU\
PRQRWRQRXV OHFWXUH D FRXSOH RI P\
IULHQGV EURXJKW XS WKH VRQJ DJDLQ, WKLV
WLPH LW ZDVQŶW DV SDVVLYH DV MXVW VWUHD-
PLQJ LW. BRWK HTXDOO\ FRPPLWWHG WR
IHPDOH HPSRZHUPHQW, WKH\ WRRN H[WU-
HPHO\ FRQWUDVWLQJ YLHZV RQ WKH ŵZHW
DQG JXVK\Ŷ YLGHR. :KLOH RQH VWRRG ILU-
P RQ LWV KDPSHULQJ ZRPHQŶV SOHDV WR
HTXDOLW\, WKH RWKHU VOLG GHHSHU LQWR KHU
RSLQLRQ RQ HPSRZHULQJ DFKLHYHPHQW
:A3 V\PEROLVHV.
          IQ WKH GLVFRXUVH WKDW IROORZHG
(ZKHUH I FRQWLQXHG WR EH D SDVVLYH SD-
UWLFLSDQW) ZKDW EHFDPH FOHDU, DQG H[W-
UHPHO\ LPSRUWDQW WR XQGHUVWDQG ZDV
WKH QDWXUH RI WKH IHPLQLVP PRYHPHQW  
LWVHOI. 7KH IROORZLQJ LV P\ WDNH-DZD\.
         :RPHQ WKURXJK FHQWXULHV KDYH
EHHQ SXVKHG RXW RI DOO PLOGO\ FRQWUR-
YHUVLDO VSKHUHV RI VRFLHW\ DQG SROLW\.
6H[, DSSDUHQWO\ VWLOO, FRQWLQXHV WR EH
RQH RI VXFK VSKHUHV. 7KH QDUUDWLYH RI
WKH ŵYLUWXRXV, VK\, FOHDQ JLUOŶ IHG WR JH-
QHUDWLRQV RI IHPDOHV KDV KDG XV VK\
DZD\ IURP H[SUHVVLQJ WKH GHVLUHV RI
WKH IHPDOH OLELGR.
          9HU\ PXFK D UHDOLW\, WKDW OLELGR, LQ
WKH VDPH VRFLHW\ ZKHUH IHPDOH RUJD-
VPV FRQWLQXH WR EH IDNH DQG GDPVHOV-
LQ-GLVWUHVV DSSODXGHG. 7R SXW WKLQJV
LQWR SHUVSHFWLYH,  WKH VKHHU QXPEHU RI
ŵ90V  ŵFKLFN IOLFNVŶ ZKHUH WKH XQGHU-
FRQILGHQW, QRQ-GHPDQGLQJ, VK\ JLUO LV
SDLUHG ZLWK D ŵWRPER\Ŷ WR JR RXW DQG
ILQG ORYH, LV WUDJLFDOO\ GHYDVWDWLQJ. 

        7KH EODWDQW H[SUHVVLRQ RI OLELGL-
QRXV DQG OHFKHURXV GHVLUHV RI ZRPHQ,
E\ ZRPHQ, WKXV, ZDV D GHILQLWLYH DQG
WKH ELJJHVW WKUHDW WR SDWULDUFK\. 6H[ K-
DV DOZD\V EHHQ D WRSLF RI FRQYHUVDWLRQ
LQ WKH KLS-KRS, UDS, DQG HYHQ SRS
PXVLF LQGXVWU\. 0DOH VLQJHUV DUH RIWHQ
VHHQ O\LQJ RQ VLON\ EHGVSUHDGV VXUURX-
QGHG E\ ZRPHQ PDVVDJHG LQ VSDUNOLQJ
JROG RLO (DV LI IORZQ GLUHFWO\ IURP WKH
8AE). 7KH XQDSRORJHWLF K\SHU VH[XD-
OLVDWLRQ RI WKH IHPDOH ERG\ KDV QHYHU
EHHQ FRQWHQWLRXV ZKHQ SDUWDNHQ-LQ E\
PHQ. 1HYHUWKHOHVV, ZKHQ D IHPDOH GH-
FLGHV WR H[SUHVV KHU RZQ SULPDO VH[XDO
QHHGV RQ DQ LQGHSHQGHQWO\ SURGXFHG
DQG PDUNHWHG SODWIRUP, WKH ZRUOG  SU-
RPSWO\ IDOOV RQ D EHG RI QDLOV.  7KH ORXG
DQG FOHDU DUWLFXODWLRQ RI WKH PHUH
H[LVWHQFH RI IHPDOH VH[XDOLW\, ZKHQ
H[SUHVVHG E\ D IHPDOH VHWV SROLWLFLDQV
DQG RSLQLRQLVWV DEOD]H. 7KH QDUUDWLYH
RI WKH DUWLVWV VWLFNV WR SOHDVXUH IRU WKH
VHOIųWKH ZRPDQ. IW LVQŶW JLIW-ZUDSSHG
DQG FRQFHDOHG EHKLQG SULRULWL]DWLRQ RI
DQ\ PDOHŶV HQM0\PHQW. :H GLGQŶW VWDUW
WKH ILUH, LW ZDV DOZD\V EXUQLQJ, VLQFH W-
KH ZRUOG'V EHHQ WXUQLQJ, ZH MXVW PDGH
VRFLHW\ DZDUH RI LWV EXUQLQJ.
        7KH XQEULGOHG XVH RI DQLPDO PR-
WLIV SRUWUD\ WKH FODVV GLVFUHSDQF\, QDP-
HO\ ŵFODVV\ Y/V WUDVK\Ŷ. 7KURXJK WKH FRO-
RQLDO RFFXSDWLRQ RI WKH AIULFDQ VWDWHV,
DQLPDO SULQWV DQG IXUV EHFDPH DQ LP-
DJH RI HYHU\WKLQJ ŵH[RWLFŶ DQG ŵZLOGŶ. 
          7KLV ZLOG HURWLFLW\ DQG VDYDJHQHVV
DWWDFKHG WR EODFN ZRPHQ (XQGRXE-
WHGO\ GDPQDEOH)  FDPH WR EH ODFHG ZLWK
UDFLDOO\ GLVFULPLQDWRU\ FRQQRWDWLRQV.
7KHVH VWHUHRW\SHV KDYH OHIW EODFN
ZRPHQ, RIWHQ, DV HSLFHQWHUV

RI IDFHWLRXV QDUUDWLYHV. BODFN ZRPHQ
KDYH OLWWOH RU QR FRQWURO RYHU VRFLHW\ŶV
SHUFHSWLRQ RI WKHLU ERGLHV.
        ŵ:H, DV ZRPHQ, DUHQŶW DOO HPSR-
ZHUHG E\ WKH VDPH WKLQJV DQG WKDWŶV
RND\. 6RPH ZRPHQ HQMR\ DOO0ZLQJ WK-
HLU ŹIUHDN IODJź WR IO\. 2WKHUV GRQŶW.
1HLWKHU SUHIHUHQFH PDNHV XV DQ\ OHVV
DV ZRPHQ. HRZHYHU, E\ SXWWLQJ GRZQ
WKRVH ZRPHQ WKDW GR IHHO FRPIRUWDEOH
IODXQWLQJ WKHLU VH[XDOLW\, ZH LQDGYHUWH-
QWO\ KHOS WKRVH WKDW LQVLVW RQ XSKROG-
LQJ D FRQWUROOLQJ DQG DUFKDLF SDWULDU-
FK\ WKDW DOORZV PHQ WR PDLQWDLQ SRZ-
HU RYHU KRZ ZRPHQ DUH DOORZHG WR UH-
SUHVHQW WKHPVHOYHV VH[XDOO\ RU HYHQ DV
LQGHSHQGHQW EHLQJV WKDW KDYH D PLQG
DQG DJHQF\ RI WKHLU RZQ.Ŷ - JDVPLQH
CKDQWHO
          7KH UHLJQV RI P\ VH[XDOLW\ DUH LQ
P\ KDQGV. 7KH IUHHGRP WR FKRRVH.
7KDW'V ZKDW WKH HPSRZHUPHQW PRY-
HPHQW KDV DOZD\V EHHQ, DQG ZLOO FRQW-
LQXH WR EH DERXW. 7KH IOXLGLW\ RI IHPL-
QLVP, LWV DELOLW\ WR SURJUHVV ZLWK WKH
WLPHV DQG SHRSOH, LV ZKDW PDNHV LW VR
ZRQGHUIXO. 2QH GRHVQŶW QHHG WR VWLFN
WR DJH-ROG DUFKDLF QRWLRQV RI ZKHUH WKH
IHPDOH PRUDOV OLH (WKH\ GHILQLWHO\ GRQ'W
OLH LQ WKH YDJLQD,  WKH URXQGQHVV RI WKH
EXVW, RU WKH QDWXUH RI WKH IDEULF RQ WKH
ERG\).7KLV VRQJ LV WKH HSLWRPH RI
ZRPHQŶV OLEHUDWLRQ. CHOHEUDWLQJ IH-
PDOH VH[XDOLW\ WKURXJK DQG WKURXJK,
RQ KHU RZQ WHUPV, LQ KHU RZQ ZD\. :-
KLOH FULWLFLVP UXQV RQ YDULRXV URXQGV
VXFK DV OHZG LPDJHU\, ŵSURQRJUDSKLF F-
RQWHQWŶ, K\SHUVH[XO-DL]DWLRQ, ZKDWŶV E-
HWWHU WKDQ GHVWUR\LQJ D SDWULDUFKDO V\VW-
HP ZLWK LWV RZQ VWUXFWXUHV (U. VWHUHR-
W\SHV)?

IW ZDV D VXOWU\, 7XHVGD\ HYHQLQJ
ZKHQ LW KDSSHQHG. 7KH VLQJOH
JUHDWHVW PRPHQW ZKHQ P\ FODVV  
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‘Mrs. America’ 
Who Opposed Feminism
B8 A-42H*A 3.,A1

 FRQVHUYDWLYH APHULFDQ ZRPDQ ZKR EHOLHYHG WKDW ZRPHQ GR QRW
QHHG ULJKWV. 7KH VWRU\ WDONV DERXW WKH WLPH ZKHQ ZRPHQ JRW
WRJHWKHU WR VXSSRUW WKH UDWLILFDWLRQ RI WKH ETXDO 5LJKWV APHQGPHQW
EXW LW UHFHLYHG DQ XQH[SHFWHG EDFNODVK IURP D PRYHPHQW ZKLFK ZDV
OHG E\ D ZRPDQ QDPHG 3K\OOLV 6FKODIO\, DND, "WKH VZHHWKHDUW RI WKH
VLOHQW PDMRULW\". 
          7KH VHFRQG ZDYH RI IHPLQLVP ZDV LQ LWV IXOO VZLQJ GXULQJ WKH 19-
70V. AOO WKH IHPLQLVWV ZHUH WU\LQJ WR HUDGLFDWH WKH FKDOOHQJHV IDFHG E\
ZRPHQ LQ WKHLU GDLO\ OLYHV. 2QH RI WKH PDMRU VWHSV WDNHQ GXULQJ WKLV
SHULRG ZDV WKH LQWURGXFWLRQ RI WKH ETXDO 5LJKWV APHQGPHQW RU
E5A, EXW LW ZDVQ'W WKDW HDV\. 6RRQ IHPLQLVP KLW D URDGEORFN. A ZR-
PDQ ZKR ZDV NQRZQ WR RSHQ KHU VSHHFKHV E\ WKDQNLQJ KHU KXVEDQG
IRU OHWWLQJ KHU DWWHQG WKH HYHQW, EHFDXVH ŹLW LUULWDWHV WKH ZRPHQ'V
OLEEHUV", VWDUWHG UDOO\LQJ DJDLQVW WKH E5A. HHU QDPH ZDV 3K\OOLV
6FKODIO\.

5HFHQWO\, F; UHOHDVHG D PLQLVHULHV FDOOHG "0UV APHULFD"
ZKLFK UHFHLYHG D ORW RI DSSUHFLDWLRQ IRU LW'V XQLTXH DQG
DSSHDOLQJ SORW. IW LV DQ LQWHQVH SV\FKRORJLFDO SRUWUDLW RI D  

SWHSKaQLH K
X\NHQGaO/BORRP
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         6FKODIO\ EHOLHYHG WKDW ZRPHQ GLG
QRW ZLVK IRU HTXDOLW\ ZLWK PHQ; UDWKHU
WKH\ ZDQWHG WR UHPDLQ DW KRPH DQG EH
KRPHPDNHUV. 6KH DGYRFDWHG WKDW IHPLQ-
LVP ZDV D ORVLQJ EDWWOH DQG VWULYLQJ IRU
JHQGHU HTXDOLW\ ZDV ŹD ILJKW ZLWK KXPDQ
QDWXUHź. 6FKODIO\ ZDV D FRQVHUYDWLYH DXW-
KRU DQG D SROLWLFDO DFWLYLVW FRPPLWWHG DJ-
DLQVW IHPLQLVP DQG FRPPXQLVP. 6KH
EHFDPH D KRXVHKROG QDPH ZLWKLQ WKH OD-
VW KDOI RI WKH WZHQWLHWK FHQWXU\ DQG VWDX-
QFKO\ GHPHDQHG WKH HQWLUH SODQ RI JHQG-
HU HTXDOLW\; DV SHU KHU WKLV LGHD ZDV DJDL-
QVW ŵIDPLO\ YDOXHVŶ.
         GURZLQJ XS LQ D YHU\ PLGGOH-FODVV
IDPLO\, 6FKODIO\ ZDV D IRUPLGDEOH ILJXUH.
2QFH KHU IDWKHU ORVW KLV MRE EHFDXVH RI
WKH GUHDW DHSUHVVLRQ; KHU PRWKHU ZRUN-
HG DV D OHFWXUHU LQ DGGLWLRQ DV D OLEUDULDQ
WR VXSSRUW KHU IDPLO\. 6FKODIO\ FRPS-
OHWHG KHU HGXFDWLRQ ZLWK D PDVWHUŶV GHJ-
UHH LQ SROLWLFV IURP WKH 5DGFOLIIH CROOHJH
DQG ODWHU EHFDPH DQ DWWRUQH\. 6FKODIO\
KDG VHHQ KHU PRWKHU ZRUNLQJ GD\ LQ DQG
RXW EHFDXVH RI ZKLFK VKH FRXOGQ'W JLYH
KHU IDPLO\ HQRXJK WLPH. AIWHU VHHLQJ DOO
WKLV 6FKODIO\ VWURQJO\ EHOLHYHG WKDW WKHUH
ZDV QR QHHG IRU HTXDO ULJKWV IRU ZRPHQ
DQG VWRRG SRZHUIXOO\ DJDLQVW WKH E5A
GXULQJ WKH '70V.
         6KH ZDV D IDU-IDPHG DQWL-IHPLQLVW
LFRQ. HRZHYHU, VKH ZDV NQRZQ DV D K\-
SRFULWH LQ WKH IHPLQLVW PRYHPHQW IRU XV-
LQJ WKH DFWLYLVW IUDPHZRUN SLRQHHUHG E\
IHPLQLVP WR JURZ KHU LQIOXHQFH LQ SROLWL-
FV DQG VTXDULQJ DJDLQVW WKDW YHU\ PRYH-
PHQW. 6FKODIO\ SOD\HG DQ DZIXOO\ QHFHV-
VDU\ UROH ZLWKLQ WKH 1964 5HSXEOLFDQ 3UH-
VLGHQWLDO QRPLQDWLRQ IRU WKH FRQVH-
UYDWLYH FDQGLGDWH BDUU\ GROGZDWHU. 7RJ-
HWKHU ZLWK KHU ŵJRRG ZRPDQ RI WKH KR-
XVHŶ LPDJH, VKH EURXJKW WKRXVDQGV RI
ZKLWH ZRPHQ VXSSRUWHUV IRU WKH 5HSX-
EOLFDQV.
           6KH VWDUWHG DQ RUJDQLVDWLRQ NQRZQ
DV 6723 E5AųWKH 6723 EHLQJ ŵ6WRS
7DNLQJ 2XU 3ULYLOHJHVŶųWR ILJKW WKH
E5A. 6KH DOVR IRXQGHG DQ RUJDQLVDWLRQ
NQRZQ DV WKH EDJOH FRUXP WKURXJK
ZKLFK VKH FRPPHQWHG DJDLQVW JD\ ULJ-
KWV, DERUWLRQ ULJKWV, SRUQRJUDSK\ųQD-
PH WKH VRFLDO LVVXH DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK ZR-
PHQ DQG 6FKODIO\ ZDV WKHUH WR GLVFDUG LW.
6KH SRZHUIXOO\ VWRRG DJDLQVW WKH OLEH-
UDWLRQ PRYHPHQW RI ZRPHQ LQ WKH 86,
DUJXLQJ WKDW LW ZDV FDXVLQJ VDPH-VH[
PDUULDJHV, JHQGHU-QHXWUDO UHVWURRPV DQG
ODGLHV EHLQJ ZULWWHQ ZLWKLQ WKH DUPHG IR-
UFHV.

QR VXFK WKLQJ DV PDULWDO UDSHź. AFFRUGL-
QJ WR KHU, ŹVH[-HGXFDWLRQ FODVVHV DUH OLNH
LQ-KRPH VDOHV SDUWLHV IRU DERUWLRQVź DQG
WKDW WKH ŹDWRP ERPE ZDV D PDUYHOORXV
JLIW WKDW ZDV JLYHQ WR RXU FRXQWU\ E\ D
ZLVH JRG."
          AOWKRXJK VKH ZDV D VLJK RI UHOLHI IRU
WKH FRQVHUYDWLYHV, KHU LGHRORJLHV DQG EH-
OLHIV ZHUH SDFNHG ZLWK K\SRFULV\ IRU WKH
IHPLQLVWV DQG OLEHUDOV DV VKH FODLPHG WKDW
ZRPHQ RXJKW WR VWD\ KRXVHPDNHUV ZKLOH
VKH KHUVHOI WUDYHOOHG DURXQG WKH FRXQWU\
JLYLQJ VSHHFKHV, DXWKRUHG PDQ\ ERRNV
DQG HYHQ EHFDPH D ODZ\HU. 
           BHWW\ FULHGDQ, IHPLQLVW DQG D OLE-
HUDO, FRPSDUHG 6FKODIO\ WR D UHOLJLRXV KH-
UHWLF DQG ODVKHG RXW DW KHU GXULQJ D
GHEDWH E\ WHOOLQJ KHU WKDW "VKH VKRXOG E-
XUQ DW WKH VWDNH IRU RSSRVLQJ WKH E5A".
0V FULHGDQ HYHQ FDOOHG 6FKODIO\ DQ ŹAX-
QW 7RPź. LLEHUDOV DQG IHPLQLVWV FULWLF-
LVHG KHU FRQVHUYDWLYH WKLQNLQJ DQG K\SR-
FULWLFDO DSSURDFK WRZDUGV ZRPHQ HPSR-
ZHUPHQW. 
          :LWK KHU GHDWK LQ 2016 DW WKH DJH RI
QLQHW\-WZR, 6FKODIO\ŶV YLVLRQ IRU DQ AP-
HULFD WKDW ZDV FRQVHUYDWLYH DQG ELDVHG
WRZDUGV PHQ FDPH WR DQ HQG. HRZHYHU,
DUH ZH DFWXDOO\ IUHH IURP FRQVLGHULQJ Z-
RPHQ DV LQIHULRU? AV KXPDQV ZH'G OLNH
WR VWD\ PRYLQJ IRUZDUG, OHDUQ IURP RXU
PLVWDNHV, JHW RXW RI RXU RUWKRGR[ PL-
QGVHWV DQG VWRS OLYLQJ ZLWKLQ WKH SDVW.
HRZHYHU, GR ZH DFWXDOO\ GR WKDW? IV RXU
VRFLHW\ QRZDGD\V IXOO\ JHQGHU-HTXDO RU LV
LW VWLOO D IDU-IHWFKHG GUHDP?

          AV SHU WKH IHPLQLVWV, 6FKODIO\ KDG
HQWHUHG SROLWLFV WKDQNV WR KHU KXVEDQG'V
ZHDOWK, ZKR ZDV D ODZ\HU KLPVHOI. 6KH
ZDV D VDYY\ SROLWLFLDQ, ZKR, KRZHYHU, WUL-
HG WR GLVJXLVH LW E\ VD\LQJ WKDW SROLWLFV ZDV
VLPSO\ D KREE\ IRU KHU. 6KH ZDV D VWDXQFK
FRQVHUYDWLYH CDWKROLF DQG KDG QR SUR-
EOHPV DUJXLQJ DJDLQVW ZRPHQ'V IUHHGRP,
DUJXLQJ WKDW GRG KDG FUHDWHG D GLVWL-
QFWLRQ EHWZHHQ PHQ DQG ZRPHQ IRU D UH-
DVRQ. 7KRXJK KHU DUJXPHQWV ZHUH FRQVH-
UYDWLYH, KHU ODQJXDJH ZDV GRPLQDWHG E\
WKH IHPLQLVW FRQFHSWV RI OLEHUDWLRQ. 
          AIWHU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKH LQWHQVLW\ RI
SHUVRQDO SROLWLFV, VKH OHYHUDJHG KHU LGHQWL-
W\ DV DQ ŵDYHUDJH KRXVHZLIHŶ DQG D PRWKHU
RI VL[ NLGV WR GHIHQG KHU JHQGHU UROHV. 6KH
ZDV HYHQ DQ DZDUG-ZLQQLQJ DXWKRU DQG
ZURWH PDQ\ ERRNV. 2XW RI WKHVH, A CKR-
LFH 1RW AQ EFKR VROG VHYHUDO FRSLHV DQG
ZDV FRQVLGHUHG LQVWUXPHQWDO LQ GROG-
ZDWHU'V FDXVH. 6FKODIO\ VSHQW \HDUV SDLQWL-
QJ IHPLQLVP DV D ZDU DJDLQVW PHQ.  6KH
DOVR LQVLVWHG WKDW ŹYLUWXRXV ZRPHQ DUHQŶW
VH[XDOO\ KD-UDVVHGź DQG WKDW "WKHUH ZDV 
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ZKLFK QHYHU VHHP WR KDYH FRQFUHWH DQVZHUV EXW FHUW-
DLQO\ KDYH HQGOHVV REMHFWLRQV. 7KLV LV ZK\ PDQ\ DUH
IDVFLQDWHG E\ WKH VXEMHFW RI SKLORVRSK\ DQG DOVR WKH
VDPH IHDWXUH FRQWULEXWHV WR WKH ELWWHUQHVV DJDLQVW LW.
6LQFH LWV RULJLQ, SKLORVRSKHUV OHIW XQOLPLWHG
TXHVWLRQV DQG PDQ\ DUH VWLOO GHHSO\ LQYROYHG LQ
DGGLQJ WR WKH SRRO PDQ\ XQDQVZHUHG TXHVWLRQV.
IQWHUHVWLQJO\ WKHUH LV VWLOO QR DJUHHPHQW DPRQJ WKH
SKLORVRSKHUV RQ WKH TXHVWLRQ RI ŵ:KDW LV
3KLORVRSK\?Ŷ LWVHOI. 6XFK LV WKH QDWXUH RI SKLORVRSK\.
IW LV WRXJK WR UHDFK DQ DJUHHPHQW RQ DQ\ TXHVWLRQ LQ
SKLORVRSK\ HYHQ LI LW LV GHEDWHG IRU FHQWXULHV.
    2QH VXFK TXHVWLRQ GHEDWHG LQ SKLORVRSK\ VLQFH LWV
RULJLQ E\ DOO WKH   JLDQWV RI WKDW VXEMHFW LV WKH ŵFRQFHSW
RI PDQŶ. 7KLV LV D YHU\ VLJQLILFDQW TXHVWLRQ EHFDXVH
WKH SKLORVRSK\ DLPV WR, DV 0DU[ VDLG, ŹJR WR WKH URRW
RI WKH PDWWHUź DQG ŹIRU PDQ KRZHYHU WKH URRW LV WKH
PDQ KLPVHOIź DQG 6XGLSWD KDYLUDM ZURWH D WZR-SDUW
HVVD\>LL@ ZKHUH KH WULHG WR WUDFH WKH HYROXWLRQ RI WKLV

 FRQFHSW H[SORULQJ GLYHUVLW\ LQ LWV HYROXWLRQ IURP WKH
GHFODUDWLRQV PDGH E\ 3ODWR, AULVWRWOH, 0DFKLDYHOOL, H-
REEHV, LRFNH, 5RXVVHDX, HHJHO, 0LOO, 0DU[ DQG EQJHOV
DQG KRZ WKLV FRQFHSW ZDV LQIOXHQFHG E\ YDULRXV HS-
RFKV RI KXPDQ KLVWRU\ OLNH SHULRGV RI FRQWLQXRXV Z-
DUV, IHXGDOLVP, FDSLWDOLVP, LQGXVWULDOLVDWLRQ, DQG PRYH-
PHQWV RI GHPRFUDF\. IW LV D IDVFLQDWLQJ UHDG ZKLFK HQ-
GHG XS ZLWK QR FRQFOXVLRQV! 1RW VXUSULVHG. BXW WKHUH LV
VRPH DJUHHPHQW RQ RQH IDFHW RI WKH FRQFHSW RI PDQ
DPRQJ PDQ\ SKLORVRSKHUV: 0DQ LV IXQFWLRQDO. HH SH-
UIRUPV VRPH RU RWKHU IXQFWLRQ. HLV IXQFWLRQV DUH HLW-
KHU GHILQHG QDWXUDOO\ EDVHG RQ KLV LQKHUHQW QDWXUH, RU
E\ JRG, RU E\ RWKHU SHRSOH RU LQVWLWXWLRQV DERYH WKHP
RU E\ FLUFXPVWDQFHV RU E\ KLPVHOI. EDFK SKLORVRSKHU
GHILQHG KLV RZQ ŵ0DQŶ DQG KLV IXQFWLRQV.
          :KDW LV PRVW UDGLFDO DPRQJ WKHP LV 5RXVVHDXŶV
ŵ0DQŶ. 7KRXJK KLV FRQFHSW RI PDQ LV OLEHUDO EHLQJ, LW LV
LQ DOO VHQVHV WKH PRVW UDGLFDO SURQRXQFHPHQW. :KDW LV
D 0DQ WR 5RXVVHDX? ŹA PDQ LV VRPHERG\ UHVSRQVLEOH
IRU KLV DFWV- FDSDEOH RI GRLQJ JRRG DQG HYLO, FDSDEOH RI
IROORZLQJ WKH SDWK HLWKHU RI ULJKW RU ZURQJź.

QH RI WKH IXQGDPHQWDO FKDUDFWHULVWLF
IHDWXUHV RI DOO WKH SKLORVRSKHUV LV WR DVN
TXHVWLRQV. 7-KH\ DVN HQGOHVV TXHVWLRQV  2
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RoXVVeaX enYiVaged a man Zho e[eUciVeV
abVolXWe libeUW\ and iV fUee. FoU RoXVVeaX, ŹWo
Va\ WhaW a man iV a man, and Wo Va\ WhaW he iV
fUee, aUe almoVW Whe Vameź[iii]. He iV cUiWical of
Whe man Zho iV noW fUee Wo an e[WenW WhaW he
declaUed WhaW VXch a man Zill ceaVe Wo be a m-
an. ŹIf a man iV noW fUee, if a man iV noW UeVpo-
nVible foU ZhaW he doeV if a man doeV noW do
ZhaW he doeV becaXVe he ZanWV Wo do iW beca-
XVe WhiV iV hiV peUVonal, hXman goal becaXVe in
WhiV Za\ he achieYeV VomeWhing Zhich he, and
noW Vomebod\ elVe, aW WhiV momenW deViUeV- if
he doeV noW do WhaW, he iV noW a hXman being aW
all. The eVVence of man almoVW moUe Whan hiV
UeaVon dependV Xpon Whe facW WhaW a man can
chooVe, chooVe beWZeen alWeUnaWiYeV, chooVe
beWZeen Whem fUeel\, be XncoeUcedź. If a man
iV noW fUee, he becomeV Źa Whing, a chaWWel, an
objecW in naWXUe, VomeWhing fUom Zhich no
accoXnWabiliW\ can be e[pecWedź. ReflecWing on
RoXVVeaX'V concepWion of man makeV one
Whing YeU\ cleaU- iW iV YeU\ WoXgh Wo TXalif\ aV a
man of hiV concepWion.
         IV iW poVVible foU VXch a man? IV iW poVVible
Wo haYe a compleWel\ fUee man? Will a fUee m-
an acW YiUWXoXVl\? WoXldnŶW a VocieW\ of fUee
men lead Wo compleWe anaUch\? Ų man\ VXch
TXeVWionV aUiVe immediaWel\ ZiWh a Vimple Uef-
lecWion on RoXVVeaXŶV concepWionV. BXW aW WhiV
poinW, iW iV eTXall\ impoUWanW Wo UecogniVe Whe
facW WhaW no man ZoXld oppoVe Whe noWion of
compleWel\ being fUee. ThaW iV Whe aim mXch of
hXmaniW\ iV chaVing foU.
           Keeping aVide Whe inYeVWigaWion inWo Whe
pUoV and conV of haYing a compleWel\ fUee
man, iW iV neceVVaU\ Wo Vee if WheUe can eYeU be a
fUee man. If Whe anVZeU Wo WhiV TXeVWion iV no,
When iW iV noW neceVVaU\ Wo look aW iWV pUoV and
conV. Man\ philoVopheUV adYocaWed WhaW Whe
VocieW\ iV a ŵVWUXcWXUeŶ ZhoVe VXUYiYal dependV
on Whe peUfoUmance of VeYeUal diffeUenW WaVkV
b\ Whe indiYidXalV UeViding in iW and WheVe di-
ffeUenW WaVkV aUe giYen a hieUaUch\. People aW
each VWUaWXm oU la\eU (WheVe WZo ZoUdV Zill be
XVed inWeUchangeabl\) in Whe hieUaUch\ aUe ob-
liged Wo peUfoUm ceUWain WaVkV aV diUecWed b\
Whe people belonging Wo Whe VWUaWa aboYe Wh-
em. People in a paUWicXlaU VWUaWXm conVcioXVl\
belieYe oU aUe made Wo belieYe WhaW Whe\ aUe fUee
Wo peUfoUm ceUWain WaVkV Zhich Whe\ ZanW Wo
do. ThiV iV a compleWe illXVion becaXVe Whe
WhingV Zhich Whe\ Whink Whe\ aUe fUee Wo do aUe
offeUed Wo Whem b\ Whe people aboYe Whem. P-
eople in Whe XppeU VWUaWXm decide on ZhaW Whe
people loZeU Wo Whem VhoXld do and dUaZ a
boXndaU\ of WhaW WaVk and make eYeU\Whing
be\ond WhaW inYiVible.
         SocieW\ŶV VWUXcWXUe iV Whe VXmmaWion of
Whe people aW diffeUenW VWUaWa. No indiYidXal li-
Ying in WhaW VWUXcWXUe can claim Wo be fUee and
can peUfoUm Whe WaVkV Zhich he fUeel\ deViUeV.
SocieW\ aV a Zhole iV a ŵVeUieV of coeUcionV in
diVgXiVeŶ. ThiV ŵVWUXcWXUeŶ eUaVeV Whe poVVibiliW\
of a fUee man.  

So, Wo Vee if WheUe iV a poVVibiliW\ of a fUee man,
iW iV neceVVaU\ Wo bUeak oU chan-ge WhiV ŵVWU-
XcWXUeŶ. ThankfXll\ WhiV ŵVWUXcWXUeŶ iV noW an
indeVWUXcWible one, iW iV a pUodXcW of manŶV cUe-
aWion and deVWUo\ing iW, eYen if iW iV WoXgheVW,
noW an impoVVibiliW\. BXW iW iV dangeUoXV Wo VX-
ggeVW Whe bUeaking of WhiV ŵVWUXcWXUeŶ and all in-
diYidXalV jXmping oXW of iW becaXVe iW haV Uai-
Ved iWVelf Wo Whe leYel of indiVpenVabiliW\ WhU-
oXgh iWV peUpeWXal VXUYiYal foU cenWXUieV. So, iV
a fUee man an impoVVible ideal? NoW \eW.
             One of Whe inWeUeVWing WhingV aboXW phi-
loVoph\ iV Whe Uole of maWhemaWicV in iW. Man\
gUeaW maWhemaWicianV aUe alVo gUeaW philo-
VopheUV. TheUe iV a Vpecial fondneVV WoZaUdV
maWhemaWicV among man\ philoVopheUV. Phi-
loVopheUV WUied Wo find meWhodV of phil-
oVophiVing, e[planaWionV and jXVWificaWionV foU
philoVophical concepWV WhUoXgh maW-
hemaWical WoolV. DeVcaUWeV, Galileo, GoWWfUied
Leibni] and NeZWon Wo name a feZ.
      One VXch maWhemaWical Wool, moUe Vpec-
ificall\ a VWaWiVWical Wool can help XV Wo chaVe foU
Whe ideal of a fUee man. IW iV Whe concepW of Uan-
ge. IW iV a gap beWZeen WZo limiWV oU YalXeV.
The hieUaUchical ŵVWUXcWXUeŶ of Whe VocieW\ haV
Uanged beWZeen diffeUenW VWUaWXm. ThiV iV a
Vocial UealiW\. The indiVpenVable ŵVWUXcWXUeŶ iV
noW inVXlaWed againVW Whe poVVible changeV in
Whe Uange beWZeen YaUioXV la\eUV in iW. The Ua-
nge can incUeaVe WhUoXgh Whe peUpeWXaWion of
ineTXiWieV, inVWUXmenWV of dominaWion and e[-
ploiWaWion and UeiWeUaWion of Whe VWaWXV TXo of
Whe indiYidXalV. The Uange can alVo be decUe-
aVed. When Ze Whink aboXW UedXcing Whe Ua-
nge beWZeen la\eUV in Whe VWUXcWXUe, one imm-
ediaWe TXeVWion Zhich needV Wo be addUeVVed
iV- Zho can UedXce Whe Uange?
            One of Whe XniTXe WhingV aboXW Whe
ŵVWUXcWXUeŶ iV WhaW iW iV aVVimilaWiYe, iW iV noW a
VWaWic one. People in one la\eU can be aVVi-
milaWed inWo anoWheU, XppeU la\eUed inWo loZeU
and Yice YeUVa. LeW XV imagine Whe ŵVWUXcWXUeŶ
of VocieW\ aV a VeUieV of concenWUic ciUcleV. Each
la\eU iV boXnd Wo haYe a concenWUic ciUcle and
iW iV aVVXmed WhaW each concenWUic ciUcle UepU-
eVenWV Whe limiWV of Whe acWiYiWieV oU WaVkV WhaW
can be peUfoUmed b\ Whe people in WhaW ciUcle,
Zhich Whe\ aVVXme aV WheiU fUeedomV. The\
aUe ciUcleV of ŵcoeUcionV in diVgXiVeŶ. The ciUc-
leV coUUeVponding Wo each la\eU iV dUaZn b\
people in Whe XppeU la\eU and aV iW iV alUead\
Vaid aboYe, Whe UeVidenWV of XppeU la\eUV make
iW inYiVible foU Whe UeVidenWV of Whe loZeU la\eU
Wo look be\ond WheiU ciUcleV. IW makeV iW cleaU
WhaW Whe people in Whe loZeU la\eUV haYe Whe
VmalleVW ciUcleV of acWiYiW\ and going Xp, each
la\eU haV a mXch biggeU ciUcle.
       ThiV alVo meanV WhaW, compaUed Wo a loZeU
la\eU UeVidenW, XppeU la\eUV aUe aZaUe of Whe
VpheUe of acWiYiW\ be\ond Whe ciUcleV Whe\ haYe
dUaZn foU Whe loZeU la\eUV- WhiV faceW openV Xp 

Whe poVVibiliW\ of aVVimilaWion. The appUoach
of aVVimilaWion iV a Wop-doZn appUoach, UaWheU
Whan Whe boWWom-Xp.
People UeViding in Whe XppeU la\eUV can UedUaZ
Whe ciUcleV ZiWh a mXch biggeU UadiXV of acW-
iYiWieV and WhiV openV Xp Whe poVVibiliW\ of aVVi-
milaWion and alVo UedXcing Whe Uange beWZeen
Whe VWUaWa. UppeU la\eUV aUe noW deYoid fUom
Whe capabiliW\ Wo UedUaZ Whe ciUcleV. FoU cenW-
XUieV, UeVidenWV of Whe XppeU la\eUV haYe conWi-
nXoXVl\ VTXee]ed Whe Uadii of loZeU ciUcleV
and aVVimilaWed Whe VTXee]ed-oXW poUWionV of
Whe laWWeU inWo WhemVelYeV, leaYing Whe leaVW po-
VVible VpheUe of acWiYiWieV foU Whe loZeU VWUaWa.
NoZ, in Whe pUoceVV of aVVimilaWion, Whe UeVid-
enWV of XppeU la\eUV mXVW UedUaZ Whe ciUcleV. If
Whe Vame pUoceVV occXUV acUoVV all Whe VpheUeV,
When Whe Uange beWZeen Whe la\eUV UedXceV and
iWV YalXe moYeV WoZaUdV ŵ]eUoŶ. Range aV ZeUo
iV Whe VWaWe of a fUee man. Will Ze eYeU Ueach
Whe Uange of ]eUo? Ų WhiV TXeVWion VhoXld be
beWWeU lefW Wo Wime Wo anVZeU, bXW Whe po-
VVibiliW\ iV VhoZn heUe WhaW iW iV noW an impo-
VVibiliW\. So, a fUee man iV noW an impoVVible
ideal. BXW TXalificaWionV WhaW haYe Wo be fXlfi-
lled foU iW aUe noW Vo eaV\. Wh\ Zill XppeU la\eU
UeVidenWV accepW Wo Wake Xp Whe WaVk of aVVim-
ilaWion and UedUaZing?
      The anVZeU Wo WhiV lieV in hiVWoU\. TheUe aUe
inVWanceV in Whe hiVWoU\ oU Whe hiVWoU\ iWVelf Wo
a laUgeU e[WenW iV a pUoceVV of innXmeUable aV-
VimilaWionV. The VecWionV Zhich Wook Xp Whe
WaVk of aVVimilaWion aUe, aV called b\ DipankaU
GXpWa, ŵCiWi]en EliWeŶ oU ŵEliWe of CallingŶ. In
hiV ZoUk ŵReYolXWion fUom AboYe: IndiaŶV FX-
WXUe and Whe CiWi]en EliWeŶ , GXpWa deYeloped
Whe WheViV of ciWi]en eliWe and limiWV iWV Vcope Wo
democUacieV. BXW WhiV WheViV, WhoXgh WheUe iV a
VXbVWance of XWopia, can be applied Wo Whe Zh-
ole hXmaniW\. TheVe eliWeV ZoUk, noW jXVW foU
Whe ma[imi]aWion and fXlfilmenW of WheiU inWe-
UeVWV, bXW VomeWimeV go againVW WheiU inWeUeVWV,
and haYe Whe YiVion Wo pXll Xp Whe boWWom.
TheiU acWionV mXVW be WZo-folded: aVVim-
ilaWion and Uange VXppUeVVion, VimXlWan-
eoXVl\. PUimaUil\, Whe\ VhoXld ZoUk in UedU-
aZing Whe VpheUeV of loZeU la\eUV b\ pUoY-
iding moUe oppoUWXniWieV and goad Whe loZeU
la\eU UeVidenWV Wo moYe Xp, UedXcing Whe Ua-
nge. ThiV collecWiYe acWion acUoVV Whe la\eUV iV
Whe moYe WoZaUdV Whe cUeaWion of a compleWel\
fUee man. ThiV, I belieYe, VhoXld be Whe pXUp-
oVe of man.
       If eYeU\ indiYidXal liYing in Whe VocieW\ŶV
ŵVWUXcWXUeŶ pXWV himVelf aW ZoUk Wo aWWain Whe
goalV of aVVimilaWion and Uange UedXcWion, iW
can finall\ UeVXlW in Whe cUeaWion of a fUee man.
In WhiV pUoceVV, Whe indiVpenVable ŵVWUXcWXUeŶ iV
noW onl\ changing oU UefoUming bXW eUoding
ZiWhoXW damaging Whe man. The idea of a fUee
man iV a dUeam WhaW iV faiU, bXW noW XnUeal oU n-
on-e[iVWenW. AchieYing WhaW ideal dependV on
manŶV acWion and iW iV ceUWainl\, Whe moVW fXn-
damenWal and YiUWXoXV pXUpoVe of man.
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BRll\ZRRd'V icRQic chaUacWeUV ZhR bURke geQdeU VWeUeRW\SeV
B8 A1/(3A C'.6D'418

hoXVehold dXWieV, looking afWeU heU famil\ and hXVband and
eVVenWiall\ killing heU oZn aVpiUaWionV. HoZeYeU, in Whe laVW
decade, Ze haYe Veen an XpVZing of Zomen-cenWUic moYieV.
M\ TXeVWion heUe iV Zh\ do Ze deVignaWe a moYie ZiWh a
female lead aV a UeYolXWion? HaYe Ze eYeU Vaid WhaW moYieV like
Dabangg oU Singham aUe male-cenWUic? No, UighW? 
      The iVVXe heUe iV WhaW Zomen haYe conWinXed Wo pla\ bold
and poZeUfXl UoleV Vince Whe ŵ40V and eYen befoUe WhaW. No
moYie iV compleWe ZiWhoXW a Zoman Waking a VWUong deciVion  

in Whe clima[. In Whe pUeVenW WimeV, Ze Whink WhaW Whe neZ
geneUaWion iV bUinging aboXW a UeYolXWion WhUoXgh moYieV like
Raa]i, Pink, Thappad, eWc. HoZeYeU I ZoXld like all of XV Wo go
back Wo Whe Wime Zhen YaUioXV poZeUfXl moYieV VXch aV Abla
Ki ShakWi, Dahej, SeeWa AXU GeeWa ZeUe pUodXced Zhich
gaUneUed immenVe pUaiVe fUom Whe aXdience. 
         Mapping Whe enWiUe peUiod fUom Whe 1940V Wo poVW-2010,
leWŶV make an aWWempW Wo idenWif\ WhoVe landmaUk filmV WhaW
eVWabliVhed Whe facW WhaW a Zoman ZaV neYeU an abla. She haV
conWinXed Wo gUab heU poViWion in VocieW\ ZheWheU b\
becoming a poliWician oU b\ becoming an opinionaWed
hoXVeZife.

The momenW Vomeone aVkV \oX Wo Whink aboXW a Zoman
chaUacWeU in Boll\Zood cinema, moVW of XV ZoXld
Whink of a W\pical  Indian  Zoman  fXlfilling heU  



"SanVaaU ka bhaaU XWha logi deYi. MamaWa ka
bhaaU na XWha\a ja\ega. Maa ban kaU dekho,
WXmhaUe paaon bhi dagmaga je\enge"

A landmaUk moYie UeleaVed VeYenWeen \eaUV afWeU
AXUaW, MoWheU India Zon nXmeUoXV heaUWV. A
Zoman changed Whe enWiUe peUcepWion of a
Zoman'V chaUacWeU in WhiV film. She did noW eYen
Whink WZice befoUe killing heU Von becaXVe he had
WXUned eYil Wo VocieW\. The VWUengWh and poZeU of
a moWheU ZeUe apWl\ poUWUa\ed in Whe
moYie.ŹNaUgiVŶV Uole aV a moWheU haV Xndeniabl\
inVpiUed geneUaWionV of moYiegoeUV. TheUe iV no
doXbW WhaW Vhe haV giYen a gUeaW peUfoUmance. I
cannoW Va\ hoZ an\ oWheU compeWenW acWUeVV of
heU geneUaWion ZoXld haYe peUfoUmed WhaW Uole,
bXW foU Whe aXdience of oXU geneUaWion, MoWheU
India meanV NaUgiV, jXVW aV DeYdaV meanV Dilip
KXmaU,'' Vaid JaYed AkhWaU.

1940T UP 1960T

AqRAl ňĩıĬĨŉ
ŹBhagZan WXne mXjhpaU badi da\a ki, maine
VanVaaU me Vab kXch paa li\a ab mXjhe kXch nahi
chahi\e, UaaW din mehnaW kaUke ek-ek paiVa Vabka
ada kaU di\aź

EYen befoUe one coXld Whink of a fXll-fledged
Zomen-cenWUic moYie, Mehboob Khan pUodXced
a moYie Zhich ZaV acWXall\ UeYolXWionaU\. IdeaV
ZeUe independenW eYen if India ZaVnŶW. A Zoman
Zho ZoUked foU heU enWiUe life Wo UaiVe heU
childUen hiWV back aW Whe cUXel VocieW\ Zhen heU
eldeU Von dieV. AW a Wime Zhen Zomen ZeUe
VXppoVed Wo UeVWUicW WhemVelYeV Wo Whe kiWchen,
WhiV Zoman foXghW Whe enWiUe VocieW\ boldl\.

MOlHER INDIA ňĩıĭįŉ
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ŹMain nahi jaXngiƀmain nahi jaXngi. AgaU meUa
maUad kahega na Wo bhi nahi jaXngi. Main jaan
de dXngi lekin XVke paaV nahi jaXngiź

Sonbai pla\ed b\ SmiWha PaWil iV an inWelligenW,
beaXWifXl and VWUong Zoman. HeU confidence
inWUigXeV Whe VXbedaU. The film iV VeW in a colonial
ZoUld. DeVpiWe liYing in a VWeUeoW\pical and
conVeUYaWiYe Yillage ZheUe Zomen ZeUe
conVideUed Wo be a bXUden, Sonbai depicWed Whe
Uole of a fieUce Zoman Zho had Whe capaciW\ Wo
Yoice heU deViUe and eYen Va\ no Wo Whe cUXelW\ of
Whe VocieW\ aV and Zhen UeTXiUed. PoUWUa\ing
VXch a VWUong Uole in Whe ŵ80V ZaV in iWVelf a ŵUiVkŶ
foU Whe VocieW\ aV iW inflXenced Whe Zomen of
WhaW age Wo be VWUong and fieUce.

ŹJahaan paiVa nahi ho khaUch kaUne ke li\e,
Zahaan akal khaUch kaUna chahi\e, ChoXdhXU\
Vahabź

Aandhi ZaV anoWheU VXch moYie WhaW depicWed
hoZ Zomen Wook Wo Whe pUofeVVional field and
came oXW aV peUWinenW leadeUV. SXchiWUa Sen
pla\ed Whe lead Uole of a poliWician. The digniW\
and poiVe in heU chaUacWeU UaiVed a loW of debaWeV
in Whe paWUiaUchal VocieW\. She ZaV a Uebel in Whe
moYie Zho defied Whe noUmV of VocieW\ and
decided Wo fXlfil heU aVpiUaWionV, Zhich fXUWheU led
heU Wo face incUeaVed oppoViWion. EYen in Whe film,
all Whe male chaUacWeUV ZeUe Veen demoUali]ing
heU and Whe\ ZeUe alVo appUehenViYe of heU
incUeaVing popXlaUiW\ in Whe poliWical aUena.

1970T UP 1990T

AANDHI ňĩıįĭŉ

MIRCH MAdALA ňĩıİįŉ
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ŹThe VoXnd of bangleV jangling on m\ foUeaUmV
ZoXld be delighWfXl. I looked foUZaUd Wo being able
Wo ZeaU bellV aUoXnd m\ ankleV and VilYeU necklaceV
aUoXnd m\ neck, bXW noW an\moUe, noW Vince I had
leaUned ZhaW Whe\ UepUeVenWed foU Whe man Zho
gaYe Whem. A necklace ZaV no pUeWWieU Whan a piece
of Uope WhaW WieV a goaW Wo a WUee, depUiYing iW of
fUeedom.ź 
BandiW QXeen iV a 1994 Indian biogUaphical film
baVed on Whe life of Phoolan DeYi aV coYeUed in Whe
book India'V BandiW QXeen: The TUXe SWoU\ of
Phoolan DeYi. A loZeU-caVWe Zoman Zho ZaV
Uaped aW a \oXng age fighWV all oddV Wo become a
bandiW TXeen. ThoXgh heU VWoU\ haV faced VeYeUe
cUiWiciVmV and conWUoYeUVieV \eW Whe chaUacWeU
depicWV Whe WUXe eVVence of a Zoman Zho, VXbjecWed
Wo VeYeUe aWUociWieV Vince heU childhood, finall\ VeWV
oXW Wo bUeak Whe VhackleV of oUWhodo[ VocieW\.

ŹTXm jaiVa kameena inVan maine aaj Wak nahi dekha.
PaiVon ke khaaWiU apni biZi ko kiVi gaiU maUd ke haZaV
ka VhikaU hone ke li\e bhej di\a?ź
OfWen in Whe Boll\Zood moYieV of Whe Ŷ90V Ze haYe
Veen hoZ a Zoman geWV abdXcWed b\ a Yillain Zho WUieV
Wo make hiV adYanceV on Whe heUoine and When Whe heUo
comeV Wo heU UeVcXe. ThiV enWiUe naUUaWiYe ZaV changed
in Whe moYie InVaaf Ki DeYi. AV Whe name VXggeVWV, Whe
moYie iV a coXUWUoom dUama. When SXUaj iV aUUeVWed
foU allegedl\ killing hiV Zife, SiWa, Kanoonilal pUoYeV Wo
Whe coXUW WhaW SiWa had commiWWed VXicide afWeU SXUaj
caXghW heU haYing an affaiU, UeVXlWing in SXUajŶV
acTXiWWal. LaWeU, SXUaj iV again aUUeVWed foU Whe mXUdeU
of hiV niece, Pink\. Sadhana, Pink\ŶV moWheU, pla\ed b\
Rekha, YoZV foU UeYenge and Wo Veek jXVWice. She
depicWV hoZ Zomen ZoXld noW VXccXmb Wo Whe VocieWal
pUeVVXUe and ZoXld alZa\V UeViVW iW.

1990T UP 2000

INdAAF KI DE}I ňĩııĪŉ

BANDIl QqEEN ňĩııĬŉ
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źYeh bROWa hai haaWh PaW OagaR, dXQi\a haaWh

OagaQe ke Oi\e SaiVa deWi hai!Ż 

MainVWUeam acWoUV ofWen abVWain fUom Waking Xp
UoleV Zhich ma\ WXUn oXW Wo be conWUoYeUVial.
HoZeYeU, VWaU acWoU KaUeena KapooU Wook Xp Whe
Uole of Chameli, a pUoVWiWXWe. The moYie acWXall\
bUoXghW inWo lighW Whe heaUWfelW VWoUieV of a
Zoman Zho VpendV heU life in a bUoWhel. FUom
Vhaming heU Wo XndeUVWanding and UeVpecWing
heU afWeU delYing inWo heU VWoU\, Whe film
chUonicleV Whe life of Chameli. ThiV film ZiWh
VXch a conWempoUaU\ iVVXe bUoXghW aboXW a
UeYolXWion in Whe Uealm of mainVWUeam cinema.

ŹMXjhe khXVhi Whi ki ab dXbaUa mXjhe kabhi bhi iVV
beeU baU mein naachne ke lie nahi aana pdega. MeUi
majbXUi\on ka ek na khaWam hone Zala VilVila VhXUX
ho chXka Wha. Apni Wammanaon ko beeU baU mein
kaid kaUke main apne bachchon ki ]aUXUaWon ko pXUi
kaUne me jXW g\iź
PoVW-globali]aWion Chandni BaU ZaV a moYie WhaW
enWiUel\ changed Whe concepW of film-making and
eYen VWoU\ ZUiWing. The film VWaUUed TabX Zho ZaV
foUced Wo ZoUk aV a danceU in a baU. She VXbVeTXenWl\
fallV in loYe ZiWh a don and giYeV biUWh Wo WZo
childUen. The momenW Vhe WhoXghW Vhe ZoXld noW
haYe Wo face an\ aWUociWieV an\moUe, heU hXVband
died. She ZaV again Waken back Wo Whe daUk ZoUld.
Since When, deVpiWe facing Whe apaWh\ of VocieW\, Vhe
ZoUked da\ and nighW Wo UaiVe heU childUen. ThiV
fighW of Zomen in a modeUn ZoUld eVWabliVheV a neZ
eUa foU Zomen.

2000 UP 2010

CHANDNI BAR  ňĪĨĨĩŉ

CHAMELI ňĪĨĨīŉ
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ŹAXUaWon ko nahi, ShaUmaji, pooUe Vamaj ko
aaWmaYiVhleVhan kaUne ki ]aUXUaW hai. AXUaWein
jab bhi field pe XWaUWi hain, Zo chahe police ho
\a poliWician, peVha koi bhi ho, hXmeVha XVi ki
kabili\aW pe k\on VaZal XWha\a jaWa hai?ź

MaUdaani 2 iV Whe VeTXel Wo MaUdaani, Zhich had
bagged hXge VXcceVV aW Whe bo[ office aV Zell aV
gaUneUed immenVe pUaiVe fUom Whe cUiWicV. The
moYie VWaUV Rani MXkheUjee Zho pla\V Whe Uole
of a cop, ShiYani ShiYaji Rao. Pla\ing Whe Uole of
a female cop ZaV alUead\ bold and Whe immenVe
popXlaUiW\ gained b\ WhiV Zoman-led moYie ZaV
a cheUU\ on Whe cake. The moYe highlighWV Whe
bXUning iVVXeV of Uape, abdXcWion, kidnapping
and mXUdeU. ShiYani Vingle-handedl\ UeVolYeV all
Whe caVeV deVpiWe facing immenVe oppoViWion.

ŹŹMeUa VenVe of hXmoXU bahXW achha hai, aapko
dheeUe dheeUe paWa chalegaź 

QXeen iV a moYie Zhich Vhall Uemain in WUend foU
\eaUV Wo come. ThiV moYie Zon Kangana RanaXW a
naWional aZaUd. When a VZeeW and innocenW giUl geWV
Vhocked Wo knoZ WhaW heU ZoXld-be hXVband Zill
noW maUU\ heU, Vhe VWandV Wall and decideV Wo go foU
heU hone\moon alone. Taking VXch an
e[WUaoUdinaU\ deciVion Zhile liYing in a conVeUYaWiYe
famil\ iV VomeWhing WhaW UeflecWV hoZ Whe Whinking of
Whe WimeV iV changing. ViViWing PaUiV changeV heU life
alWogeWheU. She meeWV diffeUenW people, Zhich makeV
heU moUe oXWUighW and confidenW.

PPTU-2010

QqEEN ňĪĨĩīŉ

MARDAANI Ī ňĪĨĩıŉ
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Cinema iV ofWen conVideUed Wo be a UeflecWion
of VocieW\. IW iV cleaU WhaW Vince ageV Zomen
haYe VWUiYed Wo achieYe WheiU deViUed
aVpiUaWionV in India and Whe ZoUld aW laUge.
When India VaZ IndiUa Gandhi aV Whe PUime
MiniVWeU of India in 1966, Whe WheaWUe aXdience
VaZ Whe VWUXggle of a Zoman in MamWa Whe
Vame \eaU; Zhen PV SindhX Zon Whe Padma
BhXVhan in 2020, a film like Chhapaak hiW Whe
VcUeenV. An impoUWanW iVVXe Wo be XndeUVWood
heUe iV WhaW filmV ZiWh Zomen-leadV  haYe  

alZa\V  been  WheUe  in  Whe   Uealm of Boll\Zo-
od and Zill conWinXe Wo be made. OYeU Whe
\eaUV, filmmakeUV haYe alVo managed Wo
poUWUa\ VWUong and independenW Zomen, Zho
haYe caUeeUV, Vpeak WheiU mindV, aUe in conWUol
of WheiU liYeV, and need no men. AV WimeV
change, appUoach WoZaUdV filmmaking iV alVo
changing enWiUel\. NoZ Whe WeUm ŹZomen-
cenWUic moYieź ceaVeV Wo be in YogXe aV moYieV
VXch aV Thappad oU MaUdaani donŶW need an\
label Wo achieYe VXcceVV.



hijab) dXUing m\ job inWeUYieZź, UecallV SaUah, WZo \eaUV
ago. While SaUah iVn'W neZ, in man\ pUofeVVional VeWWingV
of SingapoUe, man\ Zomen aUe debaUUed fUom ZeaUing Whe
headVcaUf. The hijab debaWe fXmed Xp again Zhen a
Zoman in a depaUWmenW VWoUe ZaV aVked Wo UemoYe hijab Wo
ZoUk   in   Whe  VWoUe   in  UecenW   monWhV.  NeaUl\  15% of  
Whe 4 million UeVidenW popXlaWion aUe
calling foU Whe ban Wo be ended in
SingapoUe. ŹIf SikhV can ZeaU a WXUban
Zhile ZoUking Zh\ can'W Ze ZoUk ZiWh a
headVcaUf? Wh\ WhiV diVcUiminaWion?ź aVkV
AaU]X, a MXVlim laZ VWXdenW fUom
SingapoUe. HoZeYeU, WhiV IVlamic Yeil
debaWe iVn'W neZ, iW peUYadeVeYeU\ZheUe
and occXpieV oXU VocieWal VpaceV in
polaUiVed foUmV. The ZeVWeUn ZoUld YieZ
UegaUdV iW aV a Vign of oppUeVVion Zhile Whe
oWheU peUVpecWiYe VeeV iW aV a compXlVion,
moVWl\ pUeYalenW among AUab coXnWUieV.
Hence, iW iV impoUWanW Wo XndeUVWand iW in
WheVe conWe[WV.  BXW,  aW  fiUVW,   leW   XV 
 XndeUVWand iWV UeleYance in IVlam.

ing of Whe ZoUd hijab WhaW iV XVed
fUeTXenWl\. IW doeVn'W mean abVolXWel\, Whe
headVcaUf coYeUing haiUof MXVlim Zomen.
In Whe hol\ book QXUan, noZheUe Whe ZoUd
hijab iV XVed foU WhiV pXUpoVe. Hijab meanV
cXUWain, VepaUaWion, VomeWhing WhaW hideV
and pUoWecWV VomeWhing. The YeUVe "O \oX
Zho haYe belieYed, do noW enWeU Whe hoXVe
of Whe PUopheW e[cepW Zhen \oX aUe
peUmiWWed foU a meal... And Zhen \oX aVk
[hiV ZiYeV] foU VomeWhing, aVk Whem fUom
behind a VepaUaWion (Hijab) ", Hol\ QXUan
(33:53). In WhiV YeUVe aV Ze can Vee Whe ZoUd
hijab iV XVed aV a cXUWain, VepaUaWion and
ciUcXmVWanWial   UeTXiUemenW  Wo  UeVpecW  Whe 

The Yeil concepW haV been deYeloped Wo liYe a modeVW and
decenW life. AccoUding Wo Whe Hol\ QXUan, coYeUing of Whe
bod\ daWeV back Wo Whe Wime of Adam and EYe in Whe GaUden
of Eden: "So, Zhen Whe\ WaVWed of Whe WUee, WheiU nakedneVV
became e[poVed Wo Whem, and Whe\ began Wo VWiWch oYeU
WhemVelYeV ZiWh Whe leaYeV of paUadiVe", Hol\ QXUan (7:22).
The YeUVe e[plainV WhaW modeVW\ iV innaWe and iW conceUnV
boWh men and Zomen. MoUeoYeU, iW iV impoUWanW Wo
XndeUVWand Whe mean-

The PeaQiQg, diVSXWeV aQd diffeUeQW SeUVSecWiYeV.

HIJAB: 

SingapoUe: When SaUah aUUiYeV aW Whe clinic, Vhe
UemoYeV heU Yeil. ŹThe\ Wold me WhaW I can'W ZoUk heUe  
if  I  ZeaU  Whe TXdXng (local Mala\ WeUm foU Whe

HIJABOPHOBIA REFERS
TO THE DISCRIMINATION

AGAINST WOMEN
WEARING ISLAMIC

VEILS. WITH THE RISE OF
VIOLENCE, JIHADIST

FORCES AND
TERRORISM IN THE

MIDDLE EAST, THE IDEA
OF ISLAMOPHOBIA

GREW.
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ciUcXmVWanWial UeTXiUemenW Wo UeVpecW
Whe ZiYeV of Whe PUopheW. IW didn'W
indicaWe an\ VW\le of cloWhing. IW iV a
V\mbol VepaUaWing pUiYaWe and pXblic
life of Whe PUopheW. IW iV Wo UeVpecW and
honoXU Whe pUiYaWe life of Whe PUopheW.
The oWheU YeUVe WhaW cleaUl\ menWionV
aboXW headVcaUf Va\V "...And Well Whe
belieYing Zomen Wo UedXce [Vome] of
WheiU YiVion and gXaUd WheiU pUiYaWe
paUWV and noW Wo e[poVe WheiU
adoUnmenW
(]inaWahXna) e[cepW WhaW Zhich
[neceVVaUil\] appeaUV WheUeof and Wo
ZUap [a poUWion of] WheiU headcoYeUV
(KhXmXUihina) oYeU WheiU cheVWV
(JX\Xbihina) and noW Wo e[poVe WheiU
adoUnmenW e[cepW Wo WheiU hXVbandV,
WheiU faWheUV, WheiU hXVbandV' faWheUV,
WheiU VonV, WheiU hXVbandV' VonV, WheiU
bUoWheUV, WheiU bUoWheUV' VonVź , Hol\
QXUan (24:31). The WeUm KhXmXUihina
(plXUal of KhimaU) in WhiV YeUVe UefeUV Wo
Whe headVcaUf. The YeUVe alloZV Zomen
Wo coYeU WheiU bod\ and inVWiWXWe a
VenVe of decenc\, VimpliciW\ and
modeVW\ in pXblic life. KhimaU pUoWecWV
Whe Zomen fUom Whe lXVWfXl e\eV of
men and deYelopV Whe code of moUal
and eWhical YalXeV. IW iV XVed Wo VepaUaWe
Whe pXblic and pUiYaWe life of Zomen.
      HoZeYeU, Whe modeVW\ in IVlam
doeVn'W jXVW conceUn Zomen, bXW
eTXall\ conceUnV men Woo. AV iW iV
VWaWed in Whe Hol\ QXUan "Tell Whe
faiWhfXl men Wo caVW doZn WheiU lookV".
The abVolXWe minimXm coYeUing
pUeVcUibed foU men iV looVe and
XnUeYealing cloWhing fUom hiV naYel Wo
hiV knee. Men VhoXldn'W ZeaU gold
jeZelleU\, Vilk cloWhing, oU adoUnmenWV
WhaW aUe conVideUed feminine. HeUe,
IVlam cleaUl\ menWionV Whe code of
condXcW foU boWh men and Zomen. In
Vocial inWeUacWion, men and Zomen aUe
eTXall\ Wold Wo haYe decenc\, Wo pUoWecW
WhemVelYeV and VWa\ aZa\ fUom VaWan
and maWeUialiVm. Hence, Whe Yeil
concepW iV moUe of libeUaWion, decenc\,
mXWXal UeVpecW, and iV eTXall\
applicable Wo boWh men and Zomen. IW
alloZV boWh men and Zomen Wo
WUanVcend maWeUialiVm and lXVWfXlneVV. 

AW WhiV VWage, iW iV impeUaWiYe Wo aVk Zh\
Whe ZoUd hijab iV XVed fUeTXenWl\, noW
Whe khimaU WhaW iV XVed Vpecificall\ foU
headVcaUf in Whe Hol\ QXUan. Hijab aV a
headVcaUf iV hXman inWeUYenWion and
Whe UeVXlW of incoUUecW WUanVlaWionV.
UVing hijab foU headVcaUf VeUYeV Whe
inWeUeVW of boWh Whe ZoUldV. The ZoUd
hijab meaning 'VepaUaWion' oU 'hide' haV
man\ implicaWionV. IW iV XVed Wo
VepaUaWe Whe Zomen fUom Whe Vocial
inWeUacWion and e[clXde Whem fUom Whe
VociopoliWical Vpace. IW giYeV Whe
paWUiaUch\ Whe UighW Wo iVVXe diUecWiYeV
Wo Zomen, aV a compXlVion and Wo
conWUol WheiU life. BXW aV menWioned
aboYe in Whe YeUVeV of Whe Hol\ QXUan,
WheUe iV no UefeUence foU Zomen Wo
UedXce WheiU VociopoliWical Vpace and
inWeUacWion. The YeUVe UefeUUing Wo
KhimaU and oWheU YeUVeV in Whe Hol\
QXUan iV Wo Uecommend Whe 'aWWiWXde'
of moUal and eWhical YalXeV in pXblic
life foU boWh men and Zomen.
TheUefoUe, KhimaU in Hol\ QXUan
UepUeVenWV Whe Vocial YiVibiliW\ of
Zomen, noW Whe obVWUXcWion Wo iW.
Hijab, on Whe oWheU hand, pUomoWeV Whe
UeVWUicWion of Zomen Wo pUiYaWe Vpace.
ThXV aUiVeV Whe noWion of Whe headVcaUf
aV a V\mbol of oppUeVVion.
         ThiV V\mboliVaWion of headVcaUf
ZiWh Whe ZoUd hijab haV UeVXlWed in
'Hijabophobia' in ZeVWeUn VocieWieV.
Hijabophobia iV a WeUm UefeUUing Wo
diVcUiminaWion againVW Zomen ZeaUing
IVlamic YeilV. WiWh Whe UiVe of Yiolence,
JihadiVW foUceV and WeUUoUiVm in Whe
Middle EaVW, Whe idea of IVlamophobia
gUeZ. The link of hijab ZaV ZoYen inWo
IVlamophobia, making Whe IVlamic Yeil a
V\mbol of diVcUiminaWion and
VXboUdinaWion. The UiVe in Whe Vocial
poViWion and YiVibiliW\ of MXVlim
Zomen along ZiWh Whe inflXence of
IVlamophobia haV UeVXlWed in Whe
TXeVWioning of Whe faiWh and idenWiW\ of
MXVlim Zomen. IW cUeaWeV a difficXlW\
foU Whem Wo manage WheiU pUofeVVional
and UeligioXV idenWiW\. ImpeUaWiYe in
WhiV conWe[W, IVlam iVn'W Whe onl\
Ueligion ZheUe Yeil concepW iV pUacWiVed.
AV Ze haYe Veen, YeilV haYe 

e[iVWed in foUmV VXch aV WhoVe of
ChUiVWian nXnV, JXdaiVW Zomen,
ZoUoaVWUian Zomen and HindX
Zomen. In all WheVe UeligionV, Whe Yeil
concepW pUeYailV. HoZeYeU, Whe IVlamic
Yeil caWcheV Whe limelighW becaXVe of Whe
inflXence of IVlamophobia and
incoUUecW XVage of Whe ZoUd 'hijab'.  AV
Ze haYe obVeUYed aboYe WhaW KhimaU
(headVcaUf) iV noW Whe pillaU of IVlam bXW
moUe of a moUal and eWhical YalXe. AlVo,
Ueligion iV pUacWiVed moUe meaningfXll\
Zhen iW iV ZiWhoXW compXlVion. An\
obligaWion Wo ZeaU a headVcaUf iV
XnaccepWable becaXVe Whe Hol\ QXUan
Va\V "No compXlVion in Ueligion"
Zhich foUmV one of Whe main pUincipleV
of IVlam. TheUefoUe, in beWZeen WheVe
e[WUeme ZoUldYieZV lieV Whe
impoUWance of ŵfUee Zill and YolXnWaU\
pUacWiceŶ. Hence, Ze oXghW Wo make
KhimaU Whe V\mbol of e[pUeVVion noW
of oppUeVVion. "I feel a VenVe of pUide
and UeVpecW Zhen I ZeaU Whe
headVcaUf," Va\V Rahima, a VWXdenW and
baVkeWball pla\eU in AmeUica, ZeaUing a
headVcaUf fUom heU Weenage. ThiV iV Whe
WUXe meaning and pXUpoVe of ZeaUing a
headVcaUf aV menWioned in IVlam, Wo
embUace and accepW iW ZiWh \oXU oZn
Zill.
     The Hol\ QXUan inWeUjecWionV call
Xpon XV Wo behaYe ZiWh decenc\,
VimpliciW\ and modeVW\. IW alVo
emphaViVeV Wo pUacWice Whe ZeaUing of
headVcaUf Zillingl\ b\ choice.
AccoUding Wo Whe QXUan, 'LibaV-a-
TaTZa' (cloWhing of UighWeoXVneVV) -
WhaW iV Whe beVW. BXW, dXe Wo hXman
inWeUYenWionV and pUejXdiceV, diffeUenW
inWeUpUeWaWionV aUe made WhaW aUe biaVed
and indXce a compXlVion on Zomen. IW
cUeaWeV nXanceV foU Zomen Zho ZeaU
KhimaU aV an e[pUeVVion of fUee Zill
and WhoVe Zho don'W. MoUeoYeU, iW iV
ofWen Veen WhaW one commXniW\ iV
VWigmaWi]ed aV a UeVXlW of VXch
oUWhodo[\. CleaUl\, Ze need Wo
emphaVi]e Whe YalXeV of WoleUaWion,
UighWeoXVneVV and UeVpecW in Whe mXlWi-
UeligioXV and mXlWi-cXlWXUal ZoUld. We
need Wo be caXWioXV of diffeUenW
inWeUpUeWaWionV and meaningV aWWached
Wo UeligioXV V\mbolV.
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  A CASE FOR 
 AFFIRMATI}E

 ACT ION  I N  THE
~ORLD OF MERITOCRAC�

In Whe UniWed SWaWeV iW iV baVed 
on Uace, in EXUoSe iW iV baVed on gendeU 

and in India iW iV baVed on caVWe.

cUeaWing a VocieW\ VWUaWified beWZeen a meUiWed SoZeU-holding eliWe and a
diVenfUanchiVed XndeUclaVV of Whe leVV meUiWedųWhe nighWmaUe of
ŹmeUiWocUac\ź haV become Whe UealiW\.
         Defined aV a Vocial V\VWem in Zhich adYancemenW in VocieW\ iV baVed on
an indiYidXalŶV caSabiliWieV and meUiWV UaWheU Whan on Whe baViV of famil\,
ZealWh, oU Vocial backgUoXnd, Whe V\VWem came inWo SUominence ZiWh Whe
adYenW of caSiWaliVm and cemenWed iWVelf afWeU Whe WZo ZoUld ZaUV Zhen
democUac\ became Whe noUm in Whe majoUiW\ of Whe ZoUld. MeUiWocUac\
SUeVenWed iWVelf aV Whe anWiWheViV of aUiVWocUac\, ZheUe SoZeU had been
concenWUaWed in Whe handV of feZ SUiYileged indiYidXalV, Zho commanded
WheVe SoZeUV noW on Whe baViV of WheiU oZn meUiW bXW on Whe accidenW of
biUWh.

Coined in 1958 b\ Whe VociologiVW Micheal YoXng in hiV book The
RiVe of Whe MeUiWocUac\ųdeVcUibing a d\VWoSian VocieW\  in  Zhich 
 inWelligence  and  meUiW  haYe  become Whe cenWUal WeneWV of VocieW\,
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         BXW in a ZoUld Uiddled ZiWh
ineTXaliWieV, aUe a SeUVonŶV caSabiliWieV
enoXgh? IV Whe Sla\ing field leYelled
enoXgh? AUe Whe dooUV of oSSoUWXniWieV
oSen enoXgh? In hiV book, The
MeUiWocUac\ TUaS: HoZ AmeUica'V
FoXndaWional M\Wh FeedV IneTXaliW\,
DiVmanWleV Whe Middle ClaVV, and
DeYoXUV Whe EliWe, Daniel MaUkoYiWV
anVZeUV ZiWh a UeVolXWe Źnoź. He offeUV an
e\e-oSening cUiWiTXe of Whe V\VWem and
SoViWV WhaW meUiWocUac\ SUodXceV Uadical
ineTXaliW\, and VWifleV Vocial mobiliW\. He
dUaZV WheVe conclXVionV b\ VWXd\ing Whe
comSoViWion of VWXdenWV in IY\ LeagXe
inVWiWXWionV and WheiU YaUied Vocio-
economic backgUoXndV.
           He SUeVenWV a YicioXV c\cle Sla\ing
oXW in Whe UniWed SWaWeV. On aYeUage,
childUen ZhoVe SaUenWV make moUe Whan
$200,000 a \eaU VcoUe aboXW 250 SoinWV
higheU on Whe SAT Whan childUen ZhoVe
SaUenWV make $40,000 Wo $60,000. Onl\
aboXW one in 200 childUen fUom Whe
SooUeVW WhiUd of hoXVeholdV achieYeV SAT
VcoUeV Zhich aUe acceSWable Wo IY\
LeagXeV. FXUWheU, HaUYaUd, PUinceWon,
SWanfoUd, and Yale collecWiYel\ enUol moUe
VWXdenWV fUom hoXVeholdV in Whe WoS 1
SeUcenW of Whe income bUackeW Whan fUom
hoXVeholdV in Whe boWWom 60 SeUcenW.
Legac\ SUefeUenceV, neSoWiVm, and
oXWUighW fUaXd VkeZ Whe UeVXlWV fXUWheU Wo
Whe adYanWage of Whe Uich aSSlicanWV.
MeanZhile, Whe WoS bankV and laZ fiUmV,
along ZiWh oWheU high-Sa\ing emSlo\eUV,
UecUXiW almoVW e[clXViYel\ fUom a feZ eliWe
collegeV. So Whe c\cle conWinXeV. 
 MaUkoYiWV conclXdeV WhaW Whe onl\ Za\ Wo
coUUecW WhiV gUaYe ZUong iV, among oWheU
WhingV, affiUmaWiYe acWion.
        AffiUmaWiYe acWion oUiginall\ UefeUUing
Wo SolicieV and SUacWiceV Wo SUeYenW
diVcUiminaWion baVed on Uace, cUeed,
coloXU, and naWional oUigin, haV noZ
e[Sanded inWo SolicieV WhaW giYe
hiVWoUicall\ diVadYanWaged gUoXSV
adeTXaWe UeSUeVenWaWion in aUeaV of
edXcaWion and emSlo\menW. In Whe UniWed
SWaWeV iW iV baVed on Uace, in EXUoSe iW iV
baVed on gendeU and in India iW iV baVed on
caVWe.
         India haV Whe moVW XniTXe and
SeUhaSV Whe longeVW hiVWoU\ of affiUmaWiYe
acWion, knoZn aV UeVeUYaWion. Unlike
oWheU coXnWUieV, UeVeUYaWion in India iV
enVhUined in AUWicleV 15 and 16 of Whe
ConVWiWXWion, alloZing Whe Indian
goYeUnmenW Wo VeW TXoWaV Wo enVXUe WhaW
"Vociall\ and edXcaWionall\ backZaUd
claVVeV of ciWi]enV" aUe SUoSeUl\ 

UeSUeVenWed in SXblic inVWiWXWionV.
ThoXgh SoSXlaUl\ Whe hiVWoU\ of
UeVeUYaWion can be WUaced Wo ShahX
MahaUaja. He inWUodXced UeVeUYaWion in
faYoXU of non-BUahminV and backZaUd
claVVeV in Whe SUincel\ VWaWe of KolhaSXU.
InWeUeVWingl\, Whe fiUVW acW of affiUmaWiYe
acWion ZaV noW foU Whe backZaUd caVWeV,
UaWheU iW ZaV foU Whe BUahminV.
          In hiV aUWicle, Wh\ diVcXVV
AaUakVhan ZiWh an immoUal XSSeU claVV?
ChandUa Bhan PUaVad XncoYeUV an
incidenW Zhen Tamil BUahminV
SeWiWioned Whe GoYeUnoU GeneUal WhaW a
ThiUd ClaVV be inWUodXced aV WheiU
childUen ZeUe noW able Wo cUoVV Whe
minimXm SaVV SeUcenWage of 45 SeUcenW.
ConVeTXenWl\, UealiVing Whe enoUmiW\ of
Whe SUoblem, a ThiUd ClaVV ZaV
inWUodXced and Whe SaVV SeUcenWage ZaV
bUoXghW doZn fUom 45 SeUcenW Wo 33
SeUcenW. PUaVad XncoYeUed WhiV incidenW
fUom a UeSoUW of Whe Indian UniYeUViWieV
CommiVVion of 1902. In Whe UeSoUW, Whe
commiVVion ZaV anal\Ving Whe
maWUicXlaWion e[aminaWion UeVXlWV of 1901
aV iW ZaV ZoUUied aboXW Whe loZ
SeUcenWage of VWXdenWV Zho SaVVed.
AccoUding Wo Whe UeSoUW, oXW of Whe WoWal
21,750 VWXdenWV fUom all oYeU BUiWiVh India
onl\ 7,953 managed Wo SaVV Ų a VXcceVV
UaWio of jXVW 36 SeUcenW. The UeSoUW alVo
WellV XV hoZ Whe SaVV SeUcenWage ZaV
bUoXghW doZn fUom 40 SeUcenW Wo 33
SeUcenW.
         IW iV imSoUWanW Wo noWe WhaW WhiV
VWXdenW bod\ conViVWed mainl\ of DZijaV
Ų BUahminV and Ka\aVWhaV in SaUWicXlaU.
The XnWoXchableV Ų  When called Whe
DeSUeVVed ClaVVeV Ų  didnŶW find an\
UeSUeVenWaWion in WhiV bod\. In Whe fiUVW
TXaUWeU of Whe 19Wh CenWXU\, BUiWiVh
officialV XndeUWook an e[WenViYe VXUYe\
of Whe indigenoXV V\VWem of edXcaWion Wo
find oXW hoZ man\ VWXdenWV WheUe ZeUe
fUom Whe DeSUeVVed ClaVVeV.  ŹSiU
ThomaV MXnUo, Whe When GoYeUnoU of
MadUaV, in hiV VXUYe\ of 1822, VWaWed WhaW
WheUe ZaV no VWXdenW fUom Whe
DeSUeVVed ClaVVeV," Va\V a UeSoUW on Whe
indigenoXV V\VWem of edXcaWion. The
UeSoUW addV: ŹMoXnW SWXaUW ElShinVWone,
Whe When GoYeUnoU of Bomba\, had
caUUied oXW a VimilaU e[eUciVe in Whe
Bomba\ PUeVidenc\ in 1824. He Woo
VWaWed WhaW WheUe ZaV no VWXdenW
belonging Wo Whe DeSUeVVed ClaVVeV in
hiV SUeVidenc\.ź
          ComSaUing Whe V\VWem of ThiUd
ClaVV ZiWh Whe cXUUenW V\VWem of
UeVeUYaWion, PUaVad UemaUkV,
ŹThankfXll\, DaliW SaUenWV neYeU 

demanded a FoXUWh ClaVV foU WheiU
childUen, and Whe\ didnŶW SUa\ befoUe
XSSeU caVWe adminiVWUaWoUV Wo bUing doZn
Whe minimXm SaVV SeUcenWage Wo 16.8
SeUcenW. The\ jXVW aVked foU AaUakVhan.ź
         The caVe againVW UeVeUYaWion in India,
mainl\ haV WhUee aUgXmenWV. FiUVW, Whe
caVWe V\VWem in India iV a Whing of Whe SaVW
and UeVeUYaWion SeUSeWXaWeV Whe caVWe
V\VWem.  Second, inVWead of caVWe-baVed
UeVeUYaWion, iW VhoXld be on economic
gUoXndV. LaVW and moVW imSoUWanWl\,
UeVeUYaWion killV meUiW.
         On AXgXVW 23Ud, Kangana RanaXW
WZeeWed, e[SUeVVing heU diVWaVWe foU
UeVeUYaWion, ŹCaVWe V\VWem haV been
UejecWed b\ modeUn IndianV, in Vmall
WoZnV eYeU\one knoZV iWŶV noW acceSWable
an\moUe b\ laZƀź BXW a VimSle Google
VeaUch and a look aW Whe VWaWiVWicV iV
enoXgh Wo knoZ WhaW Whe caVWe V\VWem iV
YeU\ mXch aliYe and WhUiYing in India.
CaVWe-baVed aWUociWieV Wake Slace eYeU\
hoXU acUoVV India. AccoUding Wo Whe laWeVW
NaWional CUime RecoUd BXUeaXŶV (NCRB)
UeSoUW, 45,593 caVeV of cUime againVW DaliWV
ZeUe UegiVWeUed acUoVV Whe coXnWU\ in 2019;
a 37% UiVe in Whe laVW decade fUom 33,594
caVeV UegiVWeUed in 2009. The SchedXled
CaVWeV and TUibeV (PUeYenWion of
AWUociWieV) AcW, enacWed foU Whe SUoWecWion
of SC/ST, haV noW aided in Whe SUoWecWion
of WheVe commXniWieV. The conYicWion
UaWe XndeU WhiV acW iV an ab\Vmal 16.3% in
2017-18, accoUding Wo daWa SUoYided b\ Whe
MiniVWU\ of Home AffaiUV. InWeUeVWingl\,
Whe POA AcW iV ofWen Veen aV XnjXVW and iV
ofWen Whe caXVe of ZoUU\ foU being
miVXVed; bXW Whe VWaWiVWicV VhoZ
oWheUZiVe. 
           IW iV noW Xncommon Wo heaU Whe
aUgXmenW WhaW inVWead of caVWe-baVed
UeVeUYaWion, iW VhoXld be on economic
gUoXndV, becaXVe Uich DaliWV Wake
adYanWage of Whe Solic\. VaUXn GUoYeU, in
hiV aUWicle, Vinod Kambli ZaV UedXced Wo
hiV aVVXmed (ŵloZeVWŶ) caVWe idenWiW\, hiWV
Whe nail in Whe head Zhen he ZUiWeV, ŹIf Ze
aUe oka\ ZiWh SoYeUW\-baVed UeVeUYaWionV
When meUiW iV noW a genXine conceUn. ThaW
meanV Ze haWe iWV b\SaVVing onl\ Zhen a
ŵloZeU-caVWeŶ SeUVon geWV ahead and noW
Zhen a SooU fUom oXU oZn caVWe doeV.
ThaWŶV caVWeiVm 101.ź IW iV alVo imSoUWanW Wo
noWe WhaW Whe SXUSoVe of UeVeUYaWionV iV
noW alleYiaWion of SoYeUW\-VWUicken
commXniWieV, UaWheU Wo enVXUe
SUoSoUWional UeSUeVenWaWion of Whe
diVadYanWaged gUoXSV. In Whe caVe of
India, iW ZaV Whe loZeU caVWeV and WUibeV
Zho had been denied acceVV and
oSSoUWXniWieV in SXblic inVWiWXWionV.
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            LaVWl\, coming Wo Whe aUgXmenW of
meUiW. WhaW iV meUiW? IW iV ofWen defined aV
Whe TXaliW\ of being SaUWicXlaUl\ good oU
ZoUWh\, eVSeciall\ Vo aV Wo deVeUYe SUaiVe oU
UeZaUd. BXW ZhaW makeV an indiYidXal
meUiWoUioXV? IV iW Whe inheUenW WalenW of an
indiYidXal oU WheiU haUd ZoUk? Ma\be a
combinaWion of boWh? On Whe VXUface iW
doeV Veem WhaW haUd ZoUk and WalenW iV all iW
WakeV Wo become VXcceVVfXl; bXW like all Whe
WhingV in WhiV meUiWocUaWic oU UaWheU
caSiWaliVW ZoUld, WhiV iV a jXVW a faUce,
concealing Whe VWUXcWXUal ineTXaliWieV and
Whe V\VWemV of oSSUeVVion. All aUoXnd Whe
globe, VocieWieV aUe deVigned and deYeloSed
Wo limiW oSSoUWXniWieV of gUoXSV baVed on
claVV, gendeU, Uace, eWhniciW\, abiliW\,
Ve[XaliW\, and oWheU Vocial maUkeUV. 
            While oSSUeVVing one gUoXS, Whe
V\VWem giYeV an XndXe adYanWage Wo Whe
oWheU. The dichoWom\ of Whe oSSUeVVoU and
Whe oSSUeVVed can be Veen in ZhiWe and
black, Uich and SooU, men and Zomen,
XSSeU caVWe and loZeU caVWe. The
meUiWocUaWic V\VWem haV been Xnable Wo
bUeak WhiV V\VWem, eYen WhoXgh iW had been
bXilW Wo SUomoWe Vocial mobiliW\. InVWead,
noZ iW acWV aV a VmokeVcUeen foU inheUiWed
SUiYilege aV can be Veen fUom Whe YicioXV
c\cle SUeVenWed b\ MaUkoYiWV. He WeUmV
WhiV aV ŹinheUiWed meUiWź.
           All WhiV noW Wo Va\ WhaW UeVeUYaWion aV
iV oSeUaWing in India iV SeUfecW and aboYe
cUiWiciVm. A Sanel led b\ UeWiUed Delhi High
CoXUW Chief JXVWice G. Rohini ZaV foUmed
in OcWobeU 2017 Wo e[amine Whe VXb -
caWegoUiVaWion of OBCV. AccoUding Wo iWV
finding onl\ 40 oXW of 5,000- 6,000 (Zhich
iV leVV Whan 1 SeUcenW) caVWeV among Whe
OBCV
 

 

haYe coUneUed 50 SeUcenW of Whe
UeVeUYaWionV benefiWV. SXb-caWegoUiVaWion
VeemV Wo be Whe moVW logical coXUVe of
acWion, ZiWh eYen Whe SXSUeme CoXUW
giYing iW a go ahead in iWV UecenW
jXdgemenW. A fiYe-jXdge bench of Whe
SXSUeme CoXUW led b\ JXVWice AUXn
MiVhUa held WhaW VWaWeV can VXb-claVVif\
SchedXled CaVWeV and SchedXled TUibeV
in Whe CenWUal LiVW Wo SUoYide SUefeUenWial
WUeaWmenW Wo Whe ŹZeakeVW oXW of Whe
Zeakź.

         BXW VXb-caWegoUiVaWion, aV Whe
SoVVible VolXWion foU eTXiWable
diVWUibXWion of Whe UeVeUYaWion benefiWV, iV
alVo fUaXghW ZiWh iVVXeV. Anand
TelWXmbde in hiV ReSXblic of CaVWe:
Thinking ETXaliW\ in Whe Time of
NeolibeUal HindXWYa, SoinWV Whem oXW:
hoZ can Whe VWaWXWoU\ 27 SeU cenW (foU
OBCV) be eTXiWabl\ diVWUibXWed among
5,000- 6,000 caVWeV?
          The aYeUage VhaUe SeU gUoXS ZoXld
co me oXW Wo be leVV 0.0054 SeU cenW. He
SoVeV Whe TXeVWion, ŹWhen and hoZ ZiWh
VXch a haUe-bUaided Vcheme ZoXld Whe
ZeakeU caVWeV hoSe Wo benefiW?ź
TelWXmbde SUoYideV Źan ama]ingl\
VimSle VolXWion Wo VXch a Ye[aWioXV
SUoblem.ź InVWead of a ŹcaVWe-baVed
VolXWionź he VWaWeV WhaW Whe nXcleaU famil\
VhoXld be Veen aV a baVic XniW. The
UeVeUYed commXniWieV VhoXld be diYided
inWo WZo caWegoUieV of famil\, WhoVe WhaW
haYe aYailed UeVeUYaWion and WhoVe Zho
haYe noW. ReVeUYaWion VhoXld be
SUioUiWiVed Wo Whe familieV WhaW haYe noW
aYailed iW Vo faU. The famil\ WhaW haV
alUead\ had acceVV Wo UeVeUYaWionV Zill
noZ geW iW onl\ afWeU WhoVe Zho haYe noW
aYailed of iW aUe giYen acceVV Wo iW.
          In Whe end, in WhiV meUiWocUaWic ZoUld,
VWUife ZiWh ineTXaliWieV and VWUXcWXUeV of
oSSUeVVion, affiUmaWiYe acWion iV Whe fiUVW
and Whe VmalleVW VWeS WoZaUdV Vocial
jXVWice. IW iV Wime Ze giYe XS Whe idea of
ZinneU WakeV all and gaVlighWing and
blaming YicWimV of oSSUeVVion foU WheiU
ŹfailXUeź. IW iV Wime Ze make faU Ueaching
changeV in WhiV VocieW\ Wo make WhiV ZoUld
inclXViYe and Vafe foU eYeU\one.

The reserYed
communities should
be diYided into tZo
categories of famil\,

those that haYe
aYailed reserYation

and those Zho haYe
not. ReserYation

should be prioritised
to the families that
haYe not aYailed it

so far. 
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abiliW\ Wo e[eUciVe UeaVon.
           ThiUdl\, coeUciYe meaVXUeV of SoSXlaWion
conWUol WUeaW Zomen aV a child- SUodXcing
facWoUieV aV Whe\ haYe been WUeaWed in China
ZheUe aW Zill Whe goYeUnmenW Well Whem Wo
haVWen Whe SUodXcWion oU loZeU iW. ThiV WakeV
aZa\ Whe deciVion making SoZeU and
emSoZeUing inVWincWV aZa\ fUom Zomen. ThiV
iV WhXV haUmfXl and leadV Wo VXSSUeVVion of WheiU
SeUVonaliW\. FXUWheUmoUe, WheVe kindV of
SoSXlaWion conWUol meaVXUeV alVo lead Wo Whe
inWeUYenWion of Whe VWaWe in Whe SeUVonal and
SUiYaWe VSaceV of indiYidXalV WhXV YiolaWing Whe
SUinciSle of non-inWeUYenWion in Whe SUiYaWe
Uealm and alVo Waking aZa\ negaWiYe libeUW\
fUom indiYidXalV Zhich IVaiah BeUlin UankV
aboYe SoViWiYe libeUW\. TheVe SUoYiVionV
doZngUade Whe indiYidXal fUom Whe leYel of
ciWi]enV ZheUe Whe\ aUe Veen aV acWiYe agenWV in
deciVion making SUoceVVeV Wo Whe VWaWXV of
iUUaWional VXbjecWV.
           SWUicWeU famil\ Slanning VchemeV in India
mighW conWUibXWed Wo an eYen moUe dUaVWic
decline in Ve[- UaWio conVideUing WhaW VonV aUe
SUefeUUed oYeU daXghWeUV b\ conVideUable
amoXnW of SaUenWV. SimilaUl\, SoSXlaWion
conWUol meaVXUeV haYe had a hiVWoU\ of being
moUe haUmfXl Wo ceUWain VecWionV of SoSXlaWionV
and leVVeU Wo oWheUV. In Whe WimeV Zhen UeligioXV,
Uacial, gendeU and Ve[Xal minoUiWieV aUe aUgXabl\
being Videlined, WheVe UeSUeVViYe SoSXlaWion
conWUol meaVXUeV ZoXld noW onl\ enhance
deeS-VeaWed UaciVm, majoUiWaUianiVm, and
iVlamoShobia bXW Whe SUoYiVionV of SoSXlaWion
conWUol Zill be mXch haUVheU on WheVe
commXniWieV. 
        The coeUciYe one-child Solic\ in China
Zhich ZaV XlWimaWel\ UeYeUVed in 2013 haV led Wo
an iUUeYeUVible aging SoSXlaWion, Ve[-VelecWiYe
aboUWionV, and haV alVo imSacWed Whe econom\
dXe Wo VhoUWageV of laboU and economic
VloZdoZn. In a VWXd\ condXcWed b\ NiUmala
BhaUXch[3], on Whe laZV UeVWUicWing Whe eligibiliW\
of SeoSle in AndhUa PUadeVh, HaU\ana, Madh\a
PUadeVh, OdiVha, and RajaVWhan conclXded WhaW
Whe WZo-child Solic\ leadV Wo YiolaWion of
democUaWic and UeSUodXcWiYe UighWV of
indiYidXalV.
         To conWUol oYeUSoSXlaWion, Whe beVW
mechaniVmV aUe YolXnWaU\. GoYeUnmenWV
aUoXnd Whe ZoUld haYe been VXcceVVfXl aW
UedXcing Whe WoWal feUWiliW\ UaWio fUom 4.5 in 1970
Wo 2.5 childUen b\ incUeaVing Whe focXV on
edXcaWion and b\ incUeaVing Whe aYailabiliW\ of
conWUaceSWiYeV. ThiV haV made Zomen fUee Wo
chooVe VmalleU famil\ Vi]eV. AddiWionall\,
cUiminaliVing maUiWal UaSe Zill aW one hand lead
Wo Whe emSoZeUmenW of Zomen and a UedXcWion
in XnZanWed SUegnancieV and on Whe oWheU
ZoXld helS alleYiaWe e[SloiWaWion of Zomen.
The SUeVenW SoSXlaWion of India mXVW be WUeaWed
aV an aVVeW, and noW a liabiliW\. We mXVW
emShaVi]e on deYeloSmenW of hXman SoWenWial
and VWUiYe WoZaUdV Whe VXcceVV of YolXnWaU\
SUogUamV of SoSXlaWion conWUol and VhoXld noW
VZa\ aZa\ ZiWh Whe demagogic aXWhoUiWaUian
SUojecWionV of SoSXlaWion e[SloVion in Whe
coXnWU\. The ZoUld VhoXld ceUWainl\ mainWain
iWV calm and SXW an end Wo Whe h\VWeUia aUoXnd
SoSXlaWion e[SloVion. 

. AccoUding Wo Whe UN SUojecWionV 2019, India'V
WoWal feUWiliW\ UaWe oU WoWal feUWiliW\ UaWio haV
declined fUom 5.9 childUen SeU Zoman in 1950 Wo
2.2 childUen SeU Zoman in 2020. IW iV YeU\ cloVe
Wo Whe UeSlacemenW leYel of 2.1 SeU Zoman.
         UUbani]aWion haV alVo Sla\ed a cUXcial Uole
in UedXcing feUWiliW\ UaWeV. GUeaWeU deYeloSmenW
iV inYeUVel\ linked Wo biUWh UaWeV, WhiV iV a Wime-
WeVWed SUoSoViWion. AccoUding Wo William
ReYille, XUbani]aWion Sla\V an imSoUWanW Uole in
addUeVVing Whe conceUn of oYeUSoSXlaWion aV in
ciWieV childUen do become an economic liabiliW\
Will Whe\ aWWain a ceUWain age ZheUeaV in Whe UXUal
aUeaV Whe\ can alZa\V helS aW Whe faUm. Women
in ciWieV do haYe leVV Vocial SUeVVXUe of haYing
moUe childUen and an incUeaVe in acceVV Wo
media, Vchool, and conWUaceSWiYeV alVo lead Wo a
YolXnWaU\ UedXcWion in Whe nXmbeU of childUen
SeoSle ZiVh Wo haYe.
            The ]ealoXV VSokeVman dXUing debaWeV
ofWen XVe Whe naUUaWiYe of SoSXlaWion e[SloVion
in India and conWinXoXVl\ SUeVV Whe goYeUnmenW
Wo bUing cenWUal legiVlaWion Wo conWUol childbiUWh
in India ZiWhoXW Uecogni]ing WhaW India Vigned
Whe InWeUnaWional ConfeUence on PoSXlaWion
and DeYeloSmenW DeclaUaWion in 1994 and iV
boXnd Wo honoU a coXSle'V deciVion Wo
deWeUmine Whe Vi]e of iWV famil\ and VSace
beWZeen childbiUWhV. The UheWoUic of SoSXlaWion
e[SloVion iV alVo Whe faYoUiWe of aXWhoUiWaUianV
and inefficienW goYeUnmenWV aUoXnd Whe ZoUld
aV Whe\ find iW conYenienW Wo bUXVh aVide Whe
claimV of effecWiYe deliYeU\ of VeUYiceV and alVo
VeW aVide Whe demandV of SeoSle foU beWWeU liYeV
b\ claiming WhaW oYeUSoSXlaWion haV VZeSW Whe
benefiWV WhaW WheiU SolicieV had Wo offeU.
          CoeUcion haV neYeU been VXcceVVfXl in
conWUolling Whe SoSXlaWion of an\ coXnWU\.
TheUe aUe noW onl\ SUXdenWial bXW alVo moUal
UeaVonV foU noW XVing coeUciYe SoSXlaWion
conWUol meaVXUeV. If Ze bUing Whe endV Ų meanV
diVcXVVion in Whe ambiW of SoSXlaWion conWUol
When coeUciYe SoSXlaWion meaVXUeV, WUeaW WheiU
ciWi]enV aV a meanV WoZaUdV Whe goal of
SoSXlaWion conWUol, and hence Whe end of
indiYidXal libeUW\ of deciVion making in Whe
SeUVonal VSace of an indiYidXal iV  bUXWall\
cUXVhed. Secondl\, hXmanV aUe UaWional agenWV
Zho aUe caSable of UeaVon and making VoXnd
deciVionV, coeUciYe meaVXUeV SUeVenW Whem aV
iUUaWional agenWV incaSable of deciVion making
WhXV SUeYenWing Whem fUom WheiU 

SoSXlaWion. In hiV famoXV book "An EVVa\ on
Whe PUinciSle of PoSXlaWion"(1798), he aUgXed
WhaW Whe hXman SoSXlaWion gUeZ in geomeWUic
SUogUeVVion Zhile food VXSSl\ gUeZ in Whe
aUiWhmeWic SUogUeVVion. ThXV, in no Wime Whe
SoSXlaWion Zill oXWVWUiS Whe food VXSSl\ caXVing
diVeTXilibUiXm. TheUefoUe, adYeUViWieV like
famineV, ZaU, and VWaUYaWion Zill occXU. TheVe
aUe named aV Whe SoViWiYe YiceV b\ MalWhXV.
NaWXUe Zill inWeUYene Zhen Whe SoSXlaWion
gUoZV and Zill bUing back SoSXlaWion
eTXilibUiXm. Then, he SUoSoVed negaWiYe checkV
VXch aV laWe maUUiage, Velf-conWUol, and celibac\.
He ZaV hinWing aW Whe SoSXlaWion e[SloVion
Zhich VhoXld be conWUolled immediaWel\.
ThoXgh hiV findingV ZeUe laWeU SUoYed ZUong
and heaYil\ cUiWici]ed, WhiV naUUaWiYe of
SoSXlaWion e[SloVion iV conWinXoXVl\ geneUaWed
in Whe foUm of SUoSaganda foU imSlemenWing
VWUingenW famil\ Slanning laZV in democUaWic
coXnWUieV and aXWhoUiWaUian VWaWeV alike.
          PoSXlaWion e[SloVion iV ofWen inYoked in
India leading Wo a kind of h\VWeUia in local
SeoSle. OfWen leadeUV and oUgani]aWionV alike
haYe adYocaWed foU VWUingenW famil\ Slanning
laZV, Whe one-child Solic\, and eYen foUced
VWeUili]aWion. ThiV h\VWeUia aUoXnd SoSXlaWion
gUoZWh iV YeU\ miVleading. IW WendV Wo Uoll back
Whe benefiWV of democUaWic SUogUamV WhaW ZeUe
XndeUWaken b\ Whe goYeUnmenW in Whe laVW
decadeV and alVo UeYealV Whe VSXUioXV
conjecWXUeV WhaW SeoSle haYe aboXW Whe acWXal
figXUeV of SoSXlaWion gUoZWh in India.
         The UecenWl\ SXbliVhed VWXd\ in Whe LanceW
Medical JoXUnal can UedXce VXch aSSUehenVionV
Wo an e[WenW, aV iW indicaWeV WhaW India'V ToWal
FeUWiliW\ RaWe (Whe aYeUage nXmbeU of childUen
boUn Wo each Zoman) ma\ decline Wo 1.29 b\ 2100
fUom 2.14 in 2017, Zhich iWVelf iV VignificanWl\ leVV
fUom 5.6 in 1950. The VWXd\ condXcWed b\ Whe
LanceW ZaV done b\ UeVeaUcheUV fUom Whe
UniYeUViW\ of WaVhingWon'V InVWiWXWe foU HealWh
MeWUicV and EYalXaWion (IHME) and fXnded b\
Bill and Melinda GaWeV FoXndaWion WhaW
anal\]ed SoSXlaWion WUendV in 195 coXnWUieV.                  
       AccoUding Wo Whe VWXd\, India Zill be Whe
moVW SoSXloXV coXnWU\ in Whe ZoUld in Whe \eaU
2100 bXW Whe SoSXlaWion of India Zill UedXce Wo
1.9 billion, iW Zill be leVV Whan Whe SUeVenW
SoSXlaWion of India. India Zill Vee iWV SoSXlaWion
Seak in Whe \eaU 2048 ZiWh aUoXnd 1.61 billion bXW
afWeU WhaW SoSXlaWion Zill VWaUW Wo decline. B\
2100 India Zill lead Whe ZoUld in Whe ZoUking-age
SoSXlaWion. The oWheU coXnWUieV haYing Whe
higheVW SoSXlaWion in 2100 Zill be TXiWe
VXUSUiVingl\ NigeUia in Whe Vecond SoViWion
folloZed b\ China, Whe UniWed SWaWeV, and
PakiVWan.
The SeoSle Zho WU\ Wo cUeaWe bedlam and chaoV
oU Ving Whe VongV of Whe SandemoniXm of
SoSXlaWion e[SloVion alVo fail Wo noWice WhaW Whe
gUoZWh UaWe of India'V SoSXlaWion haV been
falling Vince 1971. IW iV alVo cleaU WhaW Whe WoWal
feUWiliW\ UaWio Zhich haV been defined aV Whe
aYeUage nXmbeU of childUen boUne b\ a Zoman
in heU enWiUe life haV been conWinXoXVl\ falling
acUoVV India 

EngliVh economiVW, cleUic, and demogU-
aSheU ThomaV RobeUW MalWhXV iV
famoXVl\  knoZn foU  hiV  WheoUieV on 

The present population of
India must be treated as an

asset, and not a liabilit\. We
must striYe toZards the

success of Yoluntar\
programs of population

control and should not sZa\
aZa\ Zith the demagogic
authoritarian projections of

population e[plosion. 
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He ZaV VWaUWled b\ Whe VighW of an old
man, a diVeaVed man and a coUSVe.
TheVe VighWV of hXman VXffeUing
SUoYoked WhoXghW in him and he
UenoXnced Whe ZoUld and became an
aVceWic. BXddha, aV Ze knoZ him
Woda\, can be called among Whe eaUlieVW
SeUVonV Zho UenoXnced ZoUldl\
aVSiUaWionV and aWWained
enlighWenmenW. FUeedom aV obVeUYed in
Whe HindX, BXddhiVW and Jain WUadiWionV
iV noW defined in Whe lineV of fUeedom aV
Veen in Whe WeVW. HeUe, fUeedom
(mokVha) focXVVed on UenXnciaWiYe
fUeedom. IW ZaV Wo be aWWained b\
abandoning ZoUldl\ deViUeV and
adoSWing Whe life of an aVceWic. The
Gandhian moYemenW in Whe WZenWieWh
cenWXU\ of nonYiolenW UeViVWance
againVW BUiWiVh colonialiVm had iWV oZn
diVcoXUVe of fUeedom, gUoXnded in a
diffeUenW WUadiWion of WhoXghW and
SUacWice. Hence, Whe Indian idea of
fUeedom iV diVWincW fUom WhaW obVeUYed
an\ZheUe elVe in Whe ZoUld.
    The eaUlieVW ideaV of fUeedom aV
diVWingXiVhed in Whe HindX WUadiWion
ZaV of mokVha oU libeUW\ Zhich ZaV Whe
XlWimaWe of hXman goalV and Wo aWWain
mokVha, ZaV Wo loVe oneŶV idenWiW\.
While WheUe ZaV focXV on UenXnciaWiYe
fUeedom, Vocial fUeedom bUeaking aZa\
fUom Whe YaUna and caVWe V\VWemV ZaV
alVo SUeVVed in Whe fifWeenWh cenWXU\ b\
Whe BhakWi MoYemenW. 
The moYemenW oUiginaWed in SoXWh
India and concenWUaWed on bUeaking

aZa\ fUom Whe chainV of VaUna and
caVWe V\VWemV. IW aVked Whe SeoSle Wo
chooVe a life of XlWimaWe fUeedom oU
mokVha. ThiV moYemenW VSUead Wo
NoUWh India. AUoXnd Whe Vame SeUiod,
BXddhiVm and JainiVm deYeloSed.
LaWeU, SikhiVm alVo UoVe aV a UeligioXV
VWUiYing WoZaUd Vocial fUeedom. ThXV, iW
can be XndeUVWood WhaW WheUe ZaV an
emShaViV on Vocial fUeedom mXch
befoUe a WhUXVW foU SoliWical fUeedom
deYeloSed. In India, Whe idea of
UeleYance ZaV of collecWiYe fUeedom.
One coXldnŶW Va\ WhaW WheUe ZaV an\
idea of fUeedom aSaUW fUom mokVha, aV
Whe caVWe V\VWem ZaV dominanW and
SUeYalenW. CaVWe Uan inWo all domainV of
life.
       The noWion of SXUiW\ and SollXWion
diYided Whe maVVeV. EndogamoXV
VocieWieV ZiWh abVolXWel\ no fUeedom
foU femaleV and XnWoXchableV iV a UighW
deVcUiSWion of Whe SeUiodŶV Vocial
VWUXcWXUe.  The aUgXmenW WhaW Whe caVWe
V\VWem ZaV meUel\ a foUm of diYiVion of
laboXU, iV faU fUom UealiW\. PeoSle ZeUe
UeVWUained b\ Whe clXWcheV of Whe caVWe
V\VWem Zhich SUeYenWed Whem fUom
SaUWiciSaWing in an\ acWiYiW\ againVW
ZhaW ZaV SUeVcUibed.
     While Whe caWegoUieV and goalV of
fUeedom and libeUW\ had come Wo be a
SaUW of SoliWical diVcoXUVe and SUacWice
in Whe WeVW, in SUe-colonial India Whe\
had been a SaUW of VSiUiWXal and
UeligioXV diVcoXUVe and SUacWice. 
   IW ZaV in Whe 19Wh cenWXU\ WhaW WhoXghW
aboXW a fUeedom be\ond iWV VSiUiWXal
aVSecW eYolYed in India. In WhiV SeUiod,
an EngliVh-edXcaWed inWellecWXal
middle claVV emeUged Zhich diVcXVVed
and debaWed on ideaV 

of fUeedom. The SoliWical aUgXmenWV of
Mill and ComWe VSUead Wo Whe edXcaWed
claVVeV WhUoXgh EngliVh and laWeU
YeUnacXlaU neZVSaSeUV, bookV and
SamShleWV. The HindX WUadiWion of
mokVha ZiWh Whe comSleWe
abandonmenW of oneŶV idenWiW\ ZaV
diameWUicall\ oSSoVed Wo Whe WeVWeUn
idea of fUeedom Zhich VWUeVVed on
indiYidXal fUeedom. Indian WhinkeUV of
Whe 19Wh cenWXU\ ZeUe in a dilemma
ZheWheU Wo acceSW Whe WeVWeUn
diVcoXUVe and UejecW Indic one oU Wo
bXild a bUidge beWZeen Whe WZo. Finall\,
Whe\ foUmXlaWed an idea of eWhical
fUeedom; eWhicV of VeUYice Wo VocieW\
and eWhicV of UeViVWance Wo VWaWe. EWhoV
alloZed one Wo engage ZiWh Whe ZoUld
ZiWhoXW loVing Whe WeloV of fUeedom.
The Za\ Wo do WhiV ZaV Wo leW go of
oneŶV indiYidXal idenWiW\ and inWeUeVWV
b\ dedicaWing oneVelf Wo Whe VeUYice of
VocieW\ and gUeaWeU good. TheVe
inWellecWXalV maUUied child ZiYeV Zhom
Whe\ gaYe SUiYaWe edXcaWion. TheVe
Zomen became ZUiWeUV and SoeWV.
The\ foUmed oUganiVaWionV like Whe
BUahmo Samaj. TheVe oUganiVaWionV
engaged in YaUioXV delibeUaWionV. TheUe
ZaV fUeedom of e[SUeVVion Zhich
helSed WheVe bodieV Wo fXncWion
effecWiYel\.
      The emShaViV on fUeedom of SUeVV
UoVe aV WheVe bodieV ZUoWe and SUinWed
WheiU ideaV in Whe foUm of SamShleWV,
maga]ineV and bookV. In hiV VWoU\
ŵGoUaŶ, TagoUe e[Slained WhaW Whe WUXe
SXUSoVe of life ZaV VelfleVV VeUYice Wo
India and Wo all of hXmaniW\. In
TagoUeŶV e\eV WhiV ZaV Whe momenW of
Ueal fUeedom. WiWh Whe aboliWion of SaWi
and legaliVaWion of ZidoZ 

 DE}ELOPMENT OF THE IDEA OF FREEDOM IN INDIA
FUeedRP aV RbVeUYed iQ Whe HiQdX, BXddhiVW aQd JaiQ WUadiWiRQV iV 

QRW defiQed iQ Whe OiQeV Rf fUeedRP aV VeeQ iQ Whe WeVW. 

A\oXng man, SiddhaUWha, VeW
oXW ZiWh hiV chaUioWeeU,
Chandaka, Wo Vee Whe WoZn. 
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Freedom, toda\, stands as an ideal in the Constitution.



UefoUmV began Wo be made. MXch of Whe
eaUl\ UefoUmV foU Indian Zomen ZeUe
condXcWed b\ men. In Whe 20Wh cenWXU\,
localiVed ZomenŶV gUoXpV foU ZoUking
claVV Zomen ZeUe foUmed. TheVe
bUoXghW Whem WogeWheU, bXW Whe aim of
WheVe gUoXpV ZeUe Wo XniWe Whe female
foUce Wo fighW againVW Whe impeUialiVW
poZeU. In Whe afWeUmaWh of Whe
independenW VWUXggle, WheVe gUoXpV
faded oXW of impoUWance.
    FUeedom iV VWill aboXW collecWiYe
fUeedom fUom ZanW and indigniW\.
Indian VocieW\ haV UeinfoUced Whe
WeVWeUn idea of pUiYaWe pUopeUW\ and
indiYidXal fUeedom and UighWV.
FUeedom haV noW been limiWed Wo Whe
foXU aUWicleV in PaUW III of Whe
ConVWiWXWion. The Indian aUgXmenW foU
fUeedom oU mokVha peUViVWV eYen Woda\.
India haV been able Wo UighWl\ find a
balance beWZeen Whe HindX and
WeVWeUn ideaV of fUeedom and deYelop
Whem. Hegel had pUedicWed in 1821 WhaW
Whe Indic diVcoXUVe if UenXnciaWiYe
fUeedom ŵbecomeV in Whe Uealm of
poliWicV and Ueligion, Whe fanaWiciVm of
deVWUXcWion, demoliVhing Whe Zhole
e[iVWing Vocial oUdeU, eliminaWing all
indiYidXalV UegaUded aV VXVpecW b\ a
giYen oUdeU ƀ onl\ in deVWUo\ing
VomeWhing doeV WhiV negaWiYe Zill haYe
a feeling of e[iVWence ƀ iWV acWXaliVaWion
can onl\ be Whe fXU\ of deVWUXcWion.Ŷ
India did noW VhoZ an\ fXU\ of
deVWUXcWion aV aUgXed b\ Hegel, bXW
aUWicXlaWed a poliWicV of non-Yiolence.
FUeedom, Woda\, VWandV aV an ideal in
Whe ConVWiWXWion. IW iV a fXndamenWal
UighW. Social and poliWical fUeedom iV
aVVXUed and gUanWed b\ Whe
ConVWiWXWion. YeW, neZ VWUandV of
fUeedom aUe deYeloping in Whe pUeVenW.
CommXniWieV like Whe LGBTQIA aUe
VWill fighWing foU WheiU fUeedom. Social
fUeedom haV noW been fXlfilled in Whe
UighW VenVe, WhoXgh iW haV been gUanWed
b\ Whe ConVWiWXWion. If Ze aUe Wo
achieYe and mainWain fUeedom, WheUe
mXVW be WoleUaWion and UeVpecW foU
hXman UeaVon.The paWh Whe pUoceVV iV
XncleaU, bXW Whe moYemenW WoZaUd
bUoadening Whe dimenVionV of fUeedom
iV XnVWoppable.

UemaUUiage, HindX maleV had achieYed
a Vmall amoXnW of moUal aXWonom\.
        NaWionaliVm Zhich emeUged aW Whe
WXUn of Whe 20Wh cenWXU\ had VeYeUal
VWUandV ZiWh WheiU oZn ideaV of
fUeedom. Indian libeUalV eVpoXVed
VenWimenWV of boWh poViWiYe and
negaWiYe libeUW\. The\ demanded
fUeedom fUom deVpoWic and UaciVW
colonial UXle. C. A Ba\l\ in hiV eVVa\ on
libeUaliVm in India aUgXed WhaW Whe
libeUalV ŵ WiWhin WheiU oZn VocieW\, Whe\
VWUoYe, ZiWh YaU\ing degUeeV of
commiWmenW, foU libeUW\ fUom
oppUeVViYe UeligioXV hieUaUch\ and Whe
coUUXpWionV of pol\gam\ and idolaWU\.Ŷ
         Gandhi, Zho UeWXUned fUom SoXWh
AfUica in 1915, ZUoWe Hind SZaUaj oU
Self-UXle in GXjaUaWi. In Whe We[W,
Gandhi condemned Whe WeVWeUn
ciYiliVaWion. He aUgXed WhaW IndianV had
giYen India Wo Whe BUiWiVh UaWheU Whan
Whe BUiWiVh Waking iW fUom XV. ŵSZaUaj oU
fUeedom ZoXld mean IndianV leaUning
Wo UXle WhemVelYeV in WeUmV of
ciYiliVaWion: if IndianV did noW ZanW
WeVWeUn ciYiliVaWion, Whe cXlWXUal
aXWhoUiW\ of Whe WeVW, and
conVeTXenWl\ BUiWiVh UXle, ZoXld
become UedXndanW.Ŷ
         FoU Gandhi, poliWical engagemenW
had Wo be VXboUdinaWed b\ UenXnciaWiYe
fUeedom. He declaUed VaW\agUaha Wo be a
pUoceVV of Velf-pXUificaWion and Whe
VWUXggle foU fUeedom Wo be a VacUed
fighW. Gandhi Vaid WhaW Indian
naWionaliVm ZaV noW e[clXViYe, noU
aggUeVViYe, noU deVWUXcWiYe. IW,
accoUding Wo him, ZaV healWh-giYing,
UeligioXV and WheUefoUe hXmaniWaUian.
He alVo foXghW againVW XnWoXchabiliW\
WhaW ZaV pUacWiced b\ Whe XppeU-caVWeV.
J\oWiUao PhXle ZUoWe ŵGXlamgiUiŶ, in
Zhich he compaUed Whe caVWe V\VWem in
India Wo VlaYeU\ in AmeUica. FoU WhoVe
adYocaWing foU Vocial fUeedom, Whe
poliWical fUeedom moYemenW ZaV
eVVenWiall\ XppeU-caVWe and claVV
moYemenW. TheVe gUoXpV aW WimeV
VXppoUWed Whe BUiWiVh aXWhoUiWieV
againVW eaUl\ naWionaliVm. MeanZhile
WhoVe Zho ZeUe paUW of Whe poliWical
fUeedom VWUXggle WhoXghW WhaW Whe fighW
againVW colonialiVm UeTXiUed compleWe
XniW\ among all VecWionV of IndianV. 

         The BhakWi moYemenW and
BXddhiVm ZeUe among Whe eaUlieVW
VchoolV Zhich foXghW foU fUeedom of
Zomen. In BXddhiVW VanghV, female
and male monkV ZeUe conVideUed
eTXalV. In modeUn India, SaYiWUi Bhai
PhXle and TaUabai Shinde ZeUe Whe 

eaUlieVW feminiVWV Zho aVVeUWed foU
fUeedom of Zomen. TaUabai Shinde
ZanWed Zomen Wo bUeak aZa\ fUom  Whe
noWion of ŵVWUi dhaUmaŶ
            The 19Wh cenWXU\ ZaV Whe peUiod
WhaW VaZ a majoUiW\ of Zomen'V iVVXeV
Zhich came XndeU Whe VpoWlighW and
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flooded      Whe inWeUneW on JXne 14. AV
Vome mighW aUgXe, Whe Vhocking eYenW
made Whe boll\Zood acWoU inWo an eYen
biggeU VWaU Whan he ZaV aliYe.
BXUeaXcUaWV, poliWicianV, and popXlaU
figXUeV fUom all ZalkV of life e[pUeVVed
WheiU UemoUVe b\ poVWing obiWXaU\
meVVageV in Whe acWoUŶV UemembUance.
HoZeYeU, Whe diVcXVVion aboXW Whe
VXicide did noW jXVW end ZiWh Whe
obiWXaUieV. WhaW folloZed, apaUW fUom
lopVided and XninfoUmed diVcXVVionV
aboXW menWal healWh, ZaV an obVeVViYe
conjecWXUe aboXW ZhaW mighW haYe
poVVibl\ led Wo Whe VXicide. ŹWhaW
coXld haYe caXVed Whe VXicide of VXch a
celebUaWed boll\Zood acWoU?ź, Whe naiYe
fanV coXldn'W help bXW ZondeU.
          FiYe da\V afWeU Whe eYenW,
boll\Zood acWUeVV Kangana RanaXW
Wook Wo InVWagUam and poVWed, aV Vome
mighW Va\, a fUiYoloXV Yideo blaming
Whe nepoWiVm in Whe film indXVWU\ foU
Whe acWoUŶV deaWh. ŹHe begged foU UoleV,
he ZanWed UecogniWion bXW did noW geW
iWź, Vaid RanaXW in a Yideo Zhich ZenW
YiUal. WhaW folloZed ZaV a YaVW
amoXnW of VpecXlaWion oYeU Zho all
ZeUe UeVponVible foU Whe VXicide, if iW
ZaV Ueall\ a VXicide and noW a mXUdeU;
and Rhea ChakUaboU\, ShXVhanWŶV
giUlfUiend ZaV noW VpaUed. Soon, a Yideo
of ChakUaboUW\ ZenW YiUal ZheUe Whe
acWUeVV had made Vome conWUoYeUVial
UemaUkV aboXW heU paUWneU, ShXVhanW
in an inWo[icaWed VWaWe ConVeTXenWl\,
Rhea faced Whe bUXnW of e[WUeme Vocial
media haWUed, WUolling and Uape WhUeaWV.
The hedoniVWic YilificaWion of Whe
model cXm acWUeVV ZaV mXch appaUenW,
eVpeciall\ Zhen Whe WaUgeWed haWUed foU
Rhea ZenW be\ond InVWagUam and
TZiWWeU, and Ueached Whe dooUV of oXU
neZVUoom VWXdioV.
          A loW can be aVVeVVed aboXW Whe
VWaWe of media Zhen TV channelV UXn
debaWeV like ŹSXVhanW paU Rhea ka kala
jadXź (AajTak), ŹLoYe Se[ Dhokaź
(CNN NeZV18ŶV) and Zhen AUnab
GoVZami VhoXWV ŹMXjhe\ DUXg Doź
dXUing a ŵneZV debaWeŶ on Rhea
ChakUaboUW\. 

The media channelV indeed VpaUed no
effoUW aW incUeaVing WheiU TRPV b\
pandeUing Wo Whe fanVŶ naiYeW\. If
geWWing \oXU chaUacWeU aVVaVVinaWed on
naWional WeleYiVion ZaVn'W enoXgh,
Rhea ZaV mobbed b\ Whe media Zho in
WXUn UepoUWed heU VmalleVW of acWionV on
naWional WeleYiVion, compleWel\
bUeaching heU UighW Wo pUiYac\. FUom
being callied a ŹmanipXlaWiYe Zomanź
and a Źgold-diggeUź Wo claimV WhaW Vhe
ŹdUoYe him Wo VXicideź, Whe media
channelV had no Vhame in aVVaVVinaWing
RheaŶV digniW\.
     RheaŶV YilificaWion b\ Whe media iV
noW jXVW conYenienW and h\pocUiWical,
bXW iV alVo XnVXbVWanWiaWed and gUaYel\
miVog\niVWic. FiUVWl\, Whe YilificaWion iV
heaYil\ conYenienW and XnneceVVaU\.
DXUing WheVe XnpUecedenWed WimeV
ZheUe IndiaŶV GDPŶV boUe iWV ZoUVW
conWUacWion eYeU aW 23.9% peUcenW,
ZheUe moUe Whan 200 migUanW ZoUkeUV
UepoUWedl\ died dXUing Whe lockdoZn,
ZheUe jobV conWinXe Wo diVappeaU, and
Zhen Whe faUmeUV aUe in gUaYe diVWUeVV,
Whe mediaŶV focXV on Whe RheaŶV alleged
inYolYemenW iV immoUal and
gUoWeVTXel\ abVXUd. 
          Secondl\, Whe VpecXlaWion b\ Whe
media iV alVo XninfoUmed, giYen Whe
lack of eYidence in Whe pXblic domain.
WhaW doeV Whe media aWWempW Wo
achieYe b\ WheiU dXll-ZiWWed and
VhamefXll\ hedoniVWic aWWempWV aW WheiU
Vo called inYeVWigaWiYe joXUnaliVm Zhen
Whe UeleYanW aXWhoUiWieV aUe
inYeVWigaWing Whe caVe?
          FXUWheUmoUe, Whe YilificaWion UeekV
of oXU VocieW\ŶV miVog\n\. EYen afWeU
conVideUing Whe Vpook\ ciUcXmVWanWial
eYidence aYailable hinWing WoZaUdV
RheaŶV alleged inYolYemenW, Whe gUoVV
amoXnW of haWUed and Whe naWXUe of
WUolling Vhe haV been Vlapped ZiWh
bUingV oXW Whe miVog\n\ in oXU VocieW\.
Blaming Whe female UomanWic paUWneU
foU a manŶV VXicide iV b\ no meanV a
neZ phenomenon. Rekha faced a
VimilaU media backlaVh and pXblic fXU\
folloZing heU hXVband MXkeVh
AgaUZalŶV VXicide back in OcWobeU
1990, ZheUein Vhe ZaV blamed foU
abeWWing Whe acWoU Wo VXicide.

Be iW Rekha oU Rhea, Whe facW WhaW WheiU
paUWneUVŶ VXicideV immediaWel\ led Whe
media Wo TXeVWion WheiU chaUacWeU
WhoXgh XninfoUmed media WUialV, makeV
Whe mediaŶV miVog\n\ ZoUU\ingl\
conVpicXoXV.
       ThankV Wo oXU media hoXVeV and
Kangana RanaXW, iW Veemed aV if eYeU\
hoXVehold in Whe coXnWU\ needed Wo
knoZ Zho ZaV UeVponVible foU
SXVhanWŶV deaWh. AlmoVW aV if eYeU\one
had been looking foU Vomeone Wo pXW
Whe blame on, peUhapV an eaV\ WaUgeW.
Soon afWeU, Whe NaUcoWicV ConWUol
BXUeaX opened an inYeVWigaWion inWo
SXVhanWŶV alleged dUXg conVXmpWion Wo
pUobe a poVVible linkage beWZeen hiV
dUXg XVage and hiV deaWh. The NCB
commiVVioned Rhea on 5Wh SepWembeU
foU TXeVWioning UegaUding Whe caVe, and
inWeUUogaWed heU again Wo inYeVWigaWe
allegaWionV againVW heU foU pUocXUing
cannabiV foU SXVhanW.
       The VXcceVViYe inWeUUogaWionV
UeVXlWed in RheaŶV aUUeVW on 8Wh
SepWembeU, 2020 XndeU SecWion 20B,
SecWion 27, SecWion 28 and SecWion 29
of NDPC. If Rhea iV foXnd Wo be gXilW\
in all WheVe VecWionV, Vhe ZoXld haYe Wo
VeUYe fUom 10 Wo 20 \eaUV in pUiVon.

T he naWion ZaV UighWfXll\
Vhocked Zhen Whe neZV of
SXVhanW S. RajpXWŶV    VXicide 7HE6E A5BI75A5< /A:6

:I// BE 6/A33ED A7
:H262E9E5 7HE 67A7E
DEE06 FI7. 5HEA :A6
0EA17 72 BE 86ED A6

A 6CA3EG2A7 72
DIFF86E 7HE E1E5GIE6 2F
7HE 81I1F250ED I1DIA1
0A66E6. A6 A 5E68/7,

6HE :A6 A55E67ED F25
352C85I1G CA11ABI6

:HICH I1 72DA<y6 7I0E
CA1 BE B28GH7 29E5

7HE C2817E5 I1
C28175IE6 /IKE CA1ADA,
858G8A<, A1D 0A1<
67A7E6 I1 7HE 86A.
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AV e[plained b\ The Logical Indian, źThe
SecWion 20(B) of Whe NDPS AcW iV applicable Wo
WhoVe Zho pUodXceV, manXfacWXUeV, poVVeVVeV,
VellV, pXUchaVeV, WUanVpoUWV, impoUWV inWeU-SWaWe,
e[poUWV inWeU-SWaWe oU XVeV cannabiV, Vhall be
pXniVhable. UndeU WhiV VecWion, Whe accXVed can
be pXniVhed ZiWh UigoUoXV impUiVonmenW foU a
WeUm Zhich ma\ e[Wend Wo Wen \eaUV. SecWion 28
of Whe NDPS AcW inclXdeV pXniVhmenW foU an\
offendeU Vlapped ZiWh Whe NDPS AcW. SecWion
29 of Whe NDPS AcW menWionV Whe PXniVhmenW
foU abeWmenW and cUiminal conVpiUac\.ź
         HoZeYeU, Whe TXeVWion oYeU legiWimac\ lieV
oYeU Whe aUbiWUaUineVV of Whe aUUeVW. TheVe
VecWionV ZheneYeU applied aUe leYelled againVW
dUXg kingpinV Zho manXfacWXUe and VXppl\
dUXgV inWeU-VWaWe. In Whe hiVWoU\ of NCB, WheVe
VecWionV haYe neYeU been Vlapped in a caVe of
WhiV leYel. FXUWheUmoUe, Whe NCB haV noW
UeWUieYed Whe conWUaband in TXeVWion, and Whe
onl\ eYidence backing Whe aUUeVW aUe RheaŶV
WhaWVApp chaWV.
  EYen afWeU Waking Whe WhaWVApp meVVageV
inWo conVideUaWion, Rhea b\ no meanV iV pUoYed
Wo be a conVXmeU of Whe Vaid dUXg. AlVo, being
SXVhanWŶV paUWneU, if Vhe pa\V Wo UeWUieYe Vome
gUamV of cannabiV foU SXVhanW, doeV WhaW b\ an\
meanV impl\ WhaW VheŶV a paUW of a dUXg
V\ndicaWe? The pUoYided eYidence and Whe
VecWionV Vlapped donŶW maWch. TheUe iV no
den\ing WhaW Rhea coXld poVVibl\ haYe
VomeWhing Wo do ZiWh SXVhanWŶV deaWh Zhich iV
e[acWl\ Zh\ Vhe iV a paUW of Whe inYeVWigaWion.
HoZeYeU, Whe chaUgeV leYelled againVW heU ZeUe
in no Za\ UelaWed Wo ShXVhanWŶV deaWh, Whe\
ZeUe inVWead UelaWed Wo dUXg pUocXUemenW.
         Some Boll\Zood celebUiWieV did noW Vh\
aZa\ fUom commenning Whe aUUeVW. TapVee
PannX in a WZeeW Vaid, ŹTheVe people haYe
l\nched a hXman being of heU UighW Wo liYe eYen
befoUe being pUoYen gXilW\.ź Vid\a Balan Woo
cUiWiciVed hoZ SXVhanWŶV deaWh had been made
inWo a Źmedia ciUcXVź. ŹM\ heaUW bUeakV aW Whe
YilificaWion of Rhea ChakUaboUW\,ź Vhe Vaid.
ŹIVnŶW iW VXppoVed Wo be innocenW XnWil pUoYen
gXilW\, oU iV iW noZ gXilW\ XnWil pUoYen
innocenW?" Wh\ aUenŶW Whe eliWe VocialiWeV of
Delhi and MXmbai being aUUeVWed? Wh\
haYenŶW WheVe VecWionV been Vlapped aW Whe
SaadhXV in KXmbh Mela 

Zho pUoXdl\ conVXme bhaang? Wh\ do WheVe
SaadhXV geW Wo haYe Whe pUiYilege of UeceiYing
pUoWecWion b\ Whe goYeUnmenW Zhen in UealiW\
Whe\ need Wo be aUUeVWed foU cannabiV
conVXmpWion jXVW like Rhea? The onl\ anVZeU iV
WhaW WheVe aUbiWUaU\ laZV Zill be Vlapped aW
ZhoVoeYeU Whe VWaWe deemV fiW. Rhea ZaV meanW
Wo be XVed aV a VcapegoaW Wo diffXVe Whe eneUgieV
of Whe XninfoUmed Indian maVVeV. AV a UeVXlW,
Vhe ZaV aUUeVWed foU pUocXUing cannabiV Zhich
in Woda\ŶV Wime can be boXghW oYeU Whe coXnWeU
in coXnWUieV like Canada, UUXgXa\, and man\
VWaWeV in Whe USA.        
      OYeU 2500 VignaWoUieV and 60 oUganiVaWionV
haYe Vigned an open leWWeU pXbliVhed on
FeminiVW VoiceV, condmening Whe mediaŶV
coYeUage of Whe SXVhanW Singh RajpXW deaWh
caVe and paUWicXlaUl\, WheUe YillificaWion of Rhea
ChakUaboUW\.
The leWWeU addUeVVed Wo Whe media haV been
Vigned b\ celebUiWieV like AnXUag KaVh\ap,
GaXUi Shinde and Zo\a AkhWaU, acWoU Sonam
KapooU.ŹHXnW neZV, noW Zomen. We ZUiWe Wo
aVk \oX, Whe neZV media, Wo VWop WhiV XnfaiU
ZiWch hXnW of Rhea ChakUaboUW\ and Wo VWop
fXelling moUal polaUiWieV of good Zomen Wo be
deified and bad Zomen Wo be cUXcified Zhich
endangeUV all Zomen.ź
         FXUWheUmoUe, Whe leWWeU poinWed oXW hoZ Whe
media had giYen a clean Wo Sanja\ DXWW and
Salman Khan, WZo acWoUV ZiWh a deWailed
cUiminal hiVWoU\. The leWWeU Uead: ŹWe knoZ \oX
can be diffeUenW ų becaXVe Ze haYe Veen \oX be
kind and UeVpecWfXl Wo Whe Salman KhanV and
Sanja\ DXWWV of WhiV ZoUld, XUging XV Wo Whink of
WheiU familieV, fanV and caUeeUV. BXW, Zhen iW
comeV Wo a \oXng Zoman Zho haV noW eYen
been pUoYen Wo commiW an\ cUime, \oX haYe
aVVaVVinaWed heU chaUacWeU, egged an online mob
Wo demoniVe heU and heU famil\, fXelled
ZUongfXl demandV and called heU aUUeVW \oXU
YicWoU\. VicWoU\ oYeU ZhaW? YoXng Zomen
daUing Wo make WheiU oZn liYeV in a VocieW\ WhaW
gUXdgeV Whem WheiU fUeedomV?ź
      WhaW lieV ahead foU Rhea and heU WUoXbled
famil\? HoZ man\ moUe Boll\Zood VWaUV ZoXld
be deWained in WhiV pUobe? Will oXU media
hoXVeV UealiVe Whe gUoVVneVV of WheiU joXUnaliVWic
pUacWiceV and Zake Xp Wo WheiU UeVponVibiliWieV?
Onl\ Wime Zill XnUaYel.
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aQd PaLQVWUeaP PedLa. FURP OLVWV Rf
KeOSOLQeV aQd UeaVVXUaQceV Rf
cRPSaQLRQVKLS LQ WLPeV Rf cULVeV beLQg
VKaUed WR acNQRZOedgePeQWV RYeU KRZ RQe
VKRXOd Va\ WKaW a SeUVRQ dLd QRW cRPPLW bXW
dLe Rf VXLcLde, a PaVVLYe SXbOLc cRQYeUVaWLRQ
RYeU VXLcLde ZaV VWLUUed. SeYeUaO ZeeNV OaWeU,
LW PLgKW be a deceQW Ldea WR aVVeVV KRZ Ze
gUaSSOe ZLWK eYeQWV OLNe WKeVe, aQd KRZ
VRcLeWaO QRUPaOc\ LWVeOf PLgKW Qeed WR be
LPSOLcaWed.
          MRVW afRUePeQWLRQed UeVSRQVeV,
aUgXabO\, LQYeVWed LQ WKe gR-WR cORVed
QaUUaWLYeV RQ a SKeQRPeQRQ WKaW UeTXLUeV
aQ RSeQ-eQded aQd VeOf-cULWLcaO
cRQYeUVaWLRQ. TKe UeSRUWage b\ PaLQVWUeaP
PedLa UeceLYed acNQRZOedgePeQW fRU LWV
LQVeQVLWLYLW\. BXW RWKeU UeOaWLYeO\
XQcULWLcLVed UeVSRQVeV WR VXLcLdeV aQd
VXLcLdaOLW\ PLgKW aOVR be ZRUWK addUeVVLQg
LQ OLgKW Rf WKeLU UeLQVWaWePeQW Rf QRW MXVW aQ
eOLWLVW, e[cOXVLRQaU\ LPagLQaWLRQ Rf PeQWaO
KeaOWK bXW aOVR a dLVUegaUd fRU SaUWLcXOaULW\
ZKLOe LPSRVLQg Uead\ bLRPedLcaO
e[SOaQaWLRQV RQ SKeQRPeQa WKaW KaYe bRWK
VRcLRSROLWLcaO caXVaOLW\ aQd SeUVRQaO
VSecLfLcLW\. IQ RWKeU ZRUdV, PRVW UeVSRQVeV
WR a SKeQRPeQRQ WKaW VKaNeV WKe VRcLaO
RUdeU XS, RbfXVcaWe KRZ VRPeRQe WaNLQg
WKeLU OLfe PLgKW VWeP fURP WKe VaPe RUdeU
aQd LWV YRcabXOaULeV Rf PedLcaO aQd
cRPPXQLWaULaQ caUe. 
          DecOaUaWLRQV b\ LQdLYLdXaOV RQ VRcLaO
PedLa abRXW UeacKLQg RXW WR WKeP dXULQg a
cULVLV PLgKW be ZeOO-LQWeQWLRQed bXW WKe\
WLde RYeU WKe facW WKaW WKeVe cRQVLVWeQW
UeLWeUaWLRQV KaYe QRW aPRXQWed WR aQ\WKLQg
PRUe WKaQ SOaWLWXdeV. IQ WKe aYaLOabLOLW\ Rf
WKeVe RSWLRQV, WKe\ UePaLQ LQacceVVLbOe,
eYeQ WR WKe PRVW SULYLOeged, WKaQNV WR WKe
OacN Rf aQ eYeU\da\ aSSOLcabLOLW\ Rf VXcK
geQeURVLW\. SXcK acWV WeQd WR be UedXced WR
ULWXaOLVWLc e[eUcLVeV becaXVe caUe, LQ WKe
cRQYeQWLRQaO VeQVe Rf Ke WeUP, UePaLQV
VRcLaOO\ XQfaLU WR WKe VXffeULQg.

. BXW QRW aOO SURbOePV fade ZLWK WLPe; VRPe
acWXaOO\ dR geW ZRUVe. IW VKRXOd QRW be
LUUaWLRQaO WR acNQRZOedge WKLV e[LVWeQWLaO
facW, aQd \eW LW UePaLQV VWXbbRUQO\ dLffLcXOW
WR WaON abRXW.ź
           IQ addLWLRQ WR WKLV, dLVcXVVLRQV aURXQd
PeQWaO KeaOWK XQLYeUVaOL]e a SULYLOeged
caVWe-cOaVV ORcaWLRQ aV WKe SXbOLc VSKeUe
cRQWLQXeV WR LQYLVLbOL]e aQd e[cOXde
LQVecXUe VRcLaO e[LVWeQceV. WKLOe VRPe
LQVWaQceV Rf VXLcLde aUe Pade VSecWacXOaU
aQd SURbOePaWLcaOO\ aWWULbXWed RQO\ WR
bLRPedLcaO caXVaOLW\, LQVWaQceV Rf faUPeUVŶ
VXLcLdeV, WKe PeQWaO KeaOWK Rf SeUVecXWed
cRPPXQLWLeV aQd WKe LQVWLWXWLRQaO PXUdeUV
Rf SeRSOe ZKR dLe Rf VXLcLde aW WKe KaQdV Rf
a fXQdaPeQWaOO\ e[cOXVLRQaU\,
PaUgLQaOLVLQg aQd VadLVWLc VRcLR-SROLWLcaO
QRUPaOc\ UePaLQ XQacNQRZOedged eYeQ
ZKeQ cRQYeUVaWLRQV aURXQd VXLcLde aQd
PeQWaO KeaOWK SUROLfeUaWe.
        LaVWO\, UedXcWLYe aQd SeUfRUPaWLYe
VRcLaO PedLa geVWXUeV dR QRW VXffLce ZKeQ
WKe aYaLOabOe cKaQQeOV Rf KeOS aUe NeSW
RXWVLde cRQVLVWeQW aSSUaLVaO aQd cULWLcLVP.
ASaUW fURP beKaYLRXUaO cKaQgeV LQ WKe
eYeU\da\ RQe LQKabLWV WR PaNe WKe ŵVafeŶ
VSace Vafe eQRXgK fRU SeRSOe WR be
YXOQeUabOe, VXLcLde SUeYeQWLRQ KeOSOLQeV
Qeed WR be aVVeVVed aQd WKeLU effLcac\ aQd
ZRUNLQg KaV WR be eQVXUed WKURXgK a
SXbOLc cRQYeUVaWLRQ RQ WKe VaPe. SLPLOaUO\,
WKe caSLWaOLVW aSSURSULaWLRQ Rf PeQWaO
KeaOWKcaUe aQd WKe TXaOLW\ aQd ŵVafeŶ-QeVV
Rf WKeUaS\ PeULW dLVcXVVLRQV aQd
aVVeVVPeQWV aV ZeOO.
         OQ WKe ZKROe, RQe aUgXabO\ QeedV WR
PRYe be\RQd WKe VWaWXV-TXRLVW, OLPLWed,
RYeUVLPSOLfLed cRQYeUVaWLRQV RQ WKe
KXPaQ cRQdLWLRQ aQd ZKaW WKUeaWeQV LWV
VWabLOLW\. HXPaQ OLfe VKRXOd QRW acTXLUe a
VKRUW-OLYed, VXSeUfLcLaO SXbOLc VLgQLfLcaQce
LQ WKe face Rf a VSecWacOe Rf LWV dLVUXSWLRQ,
aQd UeVSRQdLQg WR LW PLgKW Qeed
VXbVWaQWLaO dLVcXVVLRQV WKaW OeW RQeŶV
XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf WKe VaPe QRW VWagQaWe
bXW facWRU LQ WKe KeWeURgeQeLW\ Rf KXPaQ
e[SeULeQce XQdeU WKe XSKeOd RUdeU Rf OLfe.

          PXUSRUWed ŵVafeŶ VSaceV UePaLQ eOXVLYe
becaXVe ZKeQ RQe LQYeVWV LQ a bLQaU\ Rf
WKe VXffeULQg aQd WKe QRQ-VXffeULQg aQd
cUeaWeV aQ LPSRVVLbOe VWaLUZa\ WR
ŵQRUPaOc\Ŷ, a VWUXggOLQg SeUVRQ LV OeVV
OLNeO\ WR feeO Vafe LQ WKe cRPSaQ\ Rf a
SULYLOeged ŵQRUPaOŶ SeUVRQ.
          SXLcLde KaV VRcLaO caXVaOLW\ aQd VR dR
PeQWaO KeaOWK LVVXeV, bXW eYeU\ LQVWaQce Rf
WKe WZR aOVR KaV VSecLfLcLW\. TKXV, LW LV
QeceVVaU\ WR QRW cRPSXOVRULO\ PedLcaOLVe
VXLcLde, aQd acNQRZOedge WKaW OLfe LV aQ
XQKRPLQg e[SeULeQce fRU VeYeUaO
LQdLYLdXaOV dXe WR WKeLU SaUWLcXOaU VRcLaO
aQd SROLWLcaO ORcaWLRQV, aV ZeOO aV SULYaWe
KLVWULeV.
           TKe cRQVLVWeQW LQVLVWeQce RQ
ZaQWLQg WR OLYe aQd QRW dLe KeedOeVVO\
gORULfLeV WKe eYeU\da\ RUdeU Rf OLfe aQd
SRVLWV WKe deVLUe WR dLe aV ŵabQRUPaOŶ,
ZKLcK aSSURSULaWeV aQd LPSRVeV a
cRQYeQLeQW WePSOaWe RQ a SeUVRQaO
QaUUaWLYe, UedXcWLYeO\ cRQfOaWLQg PeQWaO
LOOQeVV ZLWK VXLcLdaOLW\. TKXV, eYeQ Va\LQg
WKaW VRPeRQe ŹdLed Rf VXLcLdeź PLgKW be
SURbOePaWL]ed becaXVe LW PaNeV WKe deVLUe
WR dLe VeeP OLNe a cRPSXOVRU\ RXWcRPe Rf
PeQWaO KeaOWK SURbOePV aQd WaNeV
aWWeQWLRQ aZa\ fURP ZKaW PLgKW PaNe
VRPeRQe eQd WKeLU OLfe LQ WKe abVeQce Rf
PedLcaOO\ dLagQRVabOe cRQdLWLRQV.
         JeVVe BeULQg, a SV\cKRORgLVW, cULWLTXeV
a VWULcW bLRPedLcaO UeadLQg Rf VXLcLde aV
ZeOO aV WKe cXOWXUaO UeVSRQVeV WR LW LQ a 2019
aUWLcOe LQ WKe APeULcaQ RQOLQe Paga]LQe
SOaWe: ŹTKLV WeQdV WR be WKe SUeYaLOLQg
QaUUaWLYe aURXQd VXLcLde aQd VXLcLdaOLW\ų
a PeVVage cORaNed LQ a cRQVWaQW
adPRQLVKPeQW WR ŵMXVW UeacK RXW fRU KeOSŶ
Lf \RX aUe feeOLQg WKLV Za\, aQd VRPeRQe
ZLOO WU\ WR Vee \RX WKURXgK WR WKe RWKeU
VLde. TKe SURbOeP ZLWK WKLV, WKRXgK, LV WKe
RbYLRXV UeaOLW\ WKaW VRPe SURbOePV UeaOO\
aUe SeUPaQeQW, WKaQN \RX YeU\ PXcK.
           We Pa\, ZLWK WKe ULgKW WKeUaS\ RU
SV\cKRSKaUPacRORgLcaO KeOS, cKaQge RXU
SeUVSecWLYe Rf VXcK SURbOePV VR WKaW WKe\
dRQŶW caXVe XV VR PXcK RQgRLQg dLVWUeVV 

TKe VXLcLde Rf BROO\ZRRd acWRU
SXVKaQW SLQgK RaMSXW PeW ZLWK
ZLde-UaQgLQg UeVSRQVeV RQ  VRcLaO 



BE<21D
6EC. 377:
LeW֢V MaUch AZa\ 
FURm ֡PUiYac\!
WiWh Whe decUiminali]aWion of
SecWion 377 WZo \eaUV back Wh-
eUe ZaV a ZaYe of jo\ and enWh-
XViaVWic celebUaWion ZiWhin Whe
LGBTQIA+ commXniW\ and
oXWVide. The da\ ZaV hailed aV
WhaW of libeUaWion foU Whe
comm-XniW\, a da\ Zhen Whe
daUk Vha-doZV ZeUe bid adieX
Wo in oUdeU Wo moYe WoZaUdV a
coloXUfXl pa-Wh of ŵPUideŶ. TZo
\eaUV doZn Whe line, Ze Vee Whe
ViWXaWion im-pUoYing bXW aW
ZhaW coVW beco-meV an
impeUaWiYe TXeVWion WhaW
UeTXiUeV anVZeUV. ThiV aUWicle iV
Wo caUU\ foUZaUd WhaW conYeUV-
aWion, ZiWh a focXV on Whe Uea-
Voning XVed b\ Whe coXUWV Wo Ue-
ad doZn SecWion 377.

PhRWR b\ DiaQa DaYieV



pUiYac\. The ABVA appeal haV laUgel\ been eUaVed fUom Whe
common hiVWoU\ of Whe TXeeU moYemenW in India. MoVW
membeUV of Whe LGBT commXniW\ Zho haYe faced police
haUaVVmenW and inWimidaWion haYe faced iW in Whe pXblic
VpheUe, and ofWen alVo XndeU oWheU VecWionV of Whe Indian
Penal Code apaUW fUom SecWion 377. ThiV ZaV Zh\ ABVA
aVked WhaW Zhile oppUeVVion and hXmiliaWion of Ve[Xal
minoUiWieV happenV moVWl\ in Whe pXblic VpheUe ZheUe Whe\
aUe moUall\ policed b\ aXWhoUiWieV oU eYen oWheU membeUV of
VocieW\, iV iW enoXgh Wo defend pUiYac\?
      WhaW aUe Whe peUilV of pUiYac\ in Whe conWe[W of Whe laUgeU,
bXdding TXeeU moYemenW in Whe coXnWU\? To anVZeU WhiV,
one mXVW Wake inWo accoXnW Whe e[iVWing Vocio-economic
hieUaUchieV in place. While Whe RighW Wo PUiYac\ ZoUkV
ZondeUV foU WhoVe Zho haYe Whe meanV Wo e[eUciVe iW, WhaW iV
foU WhoVe Zho oZn pUiYaWe pUopeUW\, iW leaYeV Whe YXlneUable
membeUV of Whe YeU\ Vame commXniW\ Zho lack acceVV Wo
innocXoXV pUiYaWe VpoWV aW Whe diVpoVal of W\UannoXV
paWUolling. The majoUiW\ of hijUa, kinnaU, and ZoUking
leVbian, ga\, and TXeeU people do noW haYe Whe pUoWecWion of
WheiU ŵoZn bedUoomŶ ThXV, Wo Vome e[WenW, Whe eXlogi]aWion
of Whe pUiYaWe Uealm comeV aW Whe e[penVe of Whe degUadaWion
of Whe pXblic VpheUe. 

cWion 377 commenWed WhaW poVW-SXpUeme CoXUWŶV jXdgemenW
defending Whe RighW Wo PUiYac\ in Whe AadhaaU caVe, iW ZaV
ineYiWable Wo make SecWion 377 Yoid in Whe coXnWU\. The
UecXUUing emphaViV on pUiYac\ ZaV made in Whe VWaWemenWV of
jXdgeV and Whe jXdgmenW.
      DecUiminali]aWion of homoVe[XaliW\ all oYeU Whe ZoUld haV
been baVed on WhiV YeU\ aUgXmenW of pUiYac\, Zhich VWaWeV
WhaW indiYidXalV aUe aXWonomoXV and Whe VWaWe oU an\ oWheU
e[WeUnal bod\ haV a YeU\ limiWed Uole Wo pla\ in ZhaW goeV on
in WheiU pUiYaWe liYeV. The coincidence WhaW Whe
decUiminali]aWion of homoVe[XaliW\ acUoVV Whe globe ZaV
baVed on Whe aUgXmenW of pUiYac\ and noW on oWheU Zell-
eVWabliVhed aUgXmenWV, like WhaW of eTXaliW\, compelV XV Wo
delYe deepeU and eYalXaWe Whe pUiYac\ h\poWheViV. While Whe
VpheUe of pUiYac\ iV indiVpenVable Wo deYelop oneVelf and Wo
Ueach one'V fXll poWenWial, iW iV impeUaWiYe Wo aVk: Zho e[acWl\
can e[eUciVe WhiV pUiYac\?
       The iniWial appeal againVW SecWion 377 ZaV made b\ AIDS
BhedbhaY ViUodhi Andolan (ABVA) and had aVked foU a
compleWe Uepeal bXW noW on Whe gUoXnd of  

The caVe againVW SecWion 377 caUUied foUZaUd b\ Whe
Na] FoXndaWion Uelied heaYil\ on Whe iVVXe   of  
 ŵpUiYac\Ŷ.   JXVWice   AP   Shah Zhile Ueading doZn
Se-
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PURWeVWeUV WRRk WR Whe VWUeeWV iQ Whe afWeUmaWh Rf
Whe SWRQeZall UiRWV iQ lRZeU MaQhaWWaQ iQ Whe
VXmmeU Rf 1969. SWRQeZall maUked a WXUQiQg
SRiQW iQ Whe ga\ UighWV mRYemeQW.



 ThiV V\VWemic inYiVibili]aWion   of   Whe 
 TXeeU  commXniW\  iV  in  iWVelf a foUm of
oppUeVVion. A poliWicV of ŵYiVibiliW\Ŷų
making ceUWain kindV of maUginali]ed
Ve[Xal idenWiWieV moUe familiaUųWhaW
ZoUkV in congUXence ZiWh Whe eUaVXUe of
idenWiW\ needV Wo be challenged.

LeRRNMR fQNm PQide HiRSNQX

AnoWheU blaWanW conWUadicWion WhaW
appeaUV iV WhaW of Whe leVVonV leaUnW b\ Whe
feminiVW VWUXggle WhaW haV been VXppoUWed
b\ Whe LGBTQIA+ commXniW\ Vince iWV
incepWion. FeminiVW moYemenWV all oYeU
Whe globe haYe been WU\ing Wo pieUce WhiV
ŵpUiYaWe VpheUeŶųghaU ke andaU jo hoWa hai
XVe ghaU mei hee Uehne doųfUom WhaW of
Whe pXblic Wo make WheiU oppUeVVion
YiVible, VXch aV in Whe caVe of domeVWic
Yiolence oU Ve[Xal abXVe. In XVing Whe
aUgXmenW of pUiYac\ foU Whe LGBTQIA+
commXniW\, aUe Ze noW VXbmiWWing Wo Whe
Vame oppUeVViYe and e[ploiWaWiYe dicWaWeV?
    A phenomenal inVWance fUom Zhich
pUogUeVViYe inVighWV can be dUaZn iV WhaW of
Whe UK MineZoUkeUV SWUike of 1984-85,
Zhich ZaV VXppoUWed b\ a gUoXp named
LeVbianV and Ga\V SXppoUW Whe MineUV
(LGSM). AW a Wime Zhen Whe neolibeUal
ThaWcheU goYeUnmenW VeTXeVWeUed fXndV
Wo Whe NaWional Union of MineZoUkeUV in
Whe moYe Wo deVWUo\ WUade XnionV, Whe
LGSM gUoXp came Wo Whe foUefUonW
bXilding VolidaUiW\ foU Whe mineZoUkeUVŶ
VWUike and caUU\ing Whe moYemenW
foUZaUd. WhaW ZaV UemaUkable in WhiV
VWUXggle ZaV Whe foUWhUighW aVVeUWion and
Ueclaiming of pXblic VpaceV WhaW YeU\ mXch
belongV Wo people iUUeVpecWiYe of WheiU
Ve[Xal oUienWaWion, claVV oU an\ oWheU
paUameWeU. IW ZaV an aZakening WhaW TXeeU
people Zill noW be libeUaWed Zhen foUceV of
pUiYaWi]aWion demoliVh pXblic VpaceV and
democUaWic

accoXnWabiliW\. BXilding VolidaUiW\
beWZeen Whe WZo oppUeVVed commXniWieV,
WhaW iV, Whe LGBTQIA+ commXniW\ and
Whe Woiling VecWionV of VocieW\ challenged
Whe monopol\ oYeU pXblic VpaceV b\ Whe
poZeUfXl eliWe.
           EYen Whe YeU\ oUigin of ŵPUideŶ goeV
back Wo Whe SWoneZall, a pUedominanWl\
ZoUking-claVV ga\ baU in NeZ YoUk, Zhich
ZaV aWWacked b\ Whe police on JXne 28,
1969. MiliWanW pUoWeVWV againVW police
bUXWaliW\ ZeUe led b\ MaUVha P JohnVon,
S\lYia RiYeUa and oWheU UeYolXWionaUieV
Zho ZeUe black, homeleVV and TXeeU.
The\ emphaVi]ed WhaW Ve[Xal libeUaWion
ZoXld neYeU be poVVible aV long aV TXeeU
people ZeUe kepW ZiWhoXW homeV, illiWeUaWe
and Xnemplo\ed, ZiWhoXW Vocial ZelfaUe
pUoWecWionV, and defenVeleVV in fUonW of
police bUXWaliW\. OUgani]aWionV of WhaW eUa
VXch aV Whe Ga\ LibeUaWion FUonW, Whe
SWUeeW TUanVYeVWiWeV AcWion
ReYolXWionaUieV (STAR) and oWheUV VaZ
VolidaUiW\ ZiWh moYemenWV againVW Whe
impeUialiVW ZaU in VieWnam, anWi-UaciVW
VWUXggleV, and VWUXggleV foU VocialiVm b\
laboXU, WenanW and faUmZoUkeUVŶ XnionV aV
a paUW of Whe VWUXggle againVW paWUiaUch\,
heWeUonoUmaWiYiW\ and homophobia.
         Hence, iW becomeV cleaU WhaW Ve[Xal
libeUaWion cenWUed on pUiYac\ haV emeUged
onl\ UecenWl\ and iWV limiWaWionV aUe in
fUonW of XV all. The peopleŶV moYemenW
againVW TUanVgendeU PeUVonVŶ (PUoWecWion
of RighWV) Bill, 2019 iV an e[ample of hoZ
Whe biggeVW VecWion of Whe LGBTQIA+
commXniW\ iV demanding VafeU and moUe
accommodaWing pXblic VpaceV open foU
naYigaWion b\ all, noW pUiYaWe pUopeUW\ foU
Whe feZ. A WUXe UecogniWion of oppUeVVed
Ve[Xal and gendeU idenWiWieV UeTXiUeV moUe
VXch bUoad-baVed anWi-paWUiaUchal
VWUXggleV in UelaWion Wo oWheU VWUXggleV in
VocieW\.
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PE`IOD LEA}Ed
CONqND`qM

Ghettoisation of Zomen or a moYe toZards

 Zorkspace equalit\?

The global food-deliver\  unicorn Zomato recentl\ introduced the
provision of upto 10 paid leaves  for female and trans workers. The

provision, which has recieved widespread appreciation has also
solicited scritin\ b\ people who questioned the ver\ premise of the

provision, invariabl\ triggering a frisk\ debate over the same.
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MdĹ `qCHIKAdHA`MA 
Research Scholar, JaZaharlal Nehru

UniYersit\ 

Workplaces so far have been largel\
designed to adopt the masculine
worldview which advocates
"toughening up". I believe it is in
this conte[t onl\ that Ms. Dutt's
views are placed, where reporting
war, fl\ing jets are also supposed to
be jobs that "tough" people do.
Women on painful periods do not
accordingl\ qualif\ to do an\ of
these until the\ can swallow their
pain and not complain about it. The
idea is e[tended to mean that if
women want equalit\ then the\
need to "toughen up" and not
complain about biological pains.
Period pains which man\ women
suffer from is seen as a sign of
"weakness". Needless to sa\ this is
highl\ insensitive.
      Additionall\, it is also defeats the
whole purpose of ushering in a
world which is more
accommodative of women's needs.
Acknowledging a different
biological setup is hardl\ being
weak, and I for one am glad women
are more aware of their problems
and are vocal about it. For those
women who suffer crippling pains
during menstruation, period leave is
much needed. Workplaces should
not have its emplo\ees adjust to it.
Workplaces should instead be
sensitive to their emplo\ees needs
and change accordingl\.
       Lastl\, if the worr\ is about
productivit\ taking a hit due to
period leave thereb\ making women
less desirable candidates for
recruitment, then this would not be
the first time that women would
have been asked to take a backseat
for just being women. The idea is to
battle that and not to acquiesce.

MdĹ ADIlI JAIN 
Research Scholar, UniYersit\ of Delhi

I strongl\ believe that provisions such
as Period Leave should be provided to
the female emplo\ees. This does not
ghettoi]e women and does not make
them an inferior one. In fact it is a
recognition of a biological process
which is uncomfortable and painful
and therefore making it difficult for
women emplo\ees to work in the same
wa\ as the\ do on other da\s.
Moreover the leave is not mandator\
and can be utili]ed as per the discretion
of the women.

AKdHIlA `AMOLA 
Bachelors Student, Hindu College

When women with so much power
and stature to challenge the patriarchal
notions of the societ\ complain about
granting period leaves in work space, it
sadl\ reflects the elitist mindset and
internalised misog\n\ which still
continues to be embedded in our
societ\. Barkha Dutt's tweets are
problematic because not onl\ is she
generalising period pain and
downpla\ing them but also went on to
sa\ that she would participate in
'hiring discrimination' in her
organisation. She needs to understand
that periods are natural and different
individuals have different needs. And
no, it would not lead to further
'gendering' but rather initiate a
conversation around normalising
periods in Indian societ\ and a step
towards la\ing down fair conditions
for all. Also, while we are talking about
period leaves, let's also initiate a
discourse around granting the same to
women working in unorgani]ed sector

dHEElAL 
Bachelors Student, Hindu College

AMIdHA BqDH`AJA 
Bachelors Student, Hindu College

Menstruation has alwa\s been a taboo
in india. We still use paper bags to
cover up the sanitar\ pads that we
purchase from the general store.
Nevertheless it is a biological fact that
women have their periods ever\
month accompanied b\ cramps, mood
swings and other biological
comple[ities depending on one's
bod\. Thus to provide with 'period
leave' is in no sense  a privilege that a
women should get, rather it's the first
step to normalise and initiate
discussions on menstruation. In
toda\'s world, the idea of gender
equalit\ has diverged the road
between se[ and gender in such a
manner that women have started to
ignore their biological differences and
prefer to suffer through the period
pain silentl\ in order to show their
empowerment. In m\ opinion, the real
empowerment comes from owning
\ourself, accepting the fact that all
bodies are different wherein some
ma\ have to go through period pain
while some ma\ not, some ma\ be fine
with popping a few painkillers and
going to work while some ma\
actuall\ need that paid leave. It is a
choice which should be offered to
women. Hence, I highl\ appreciate the
efforts made b\ ]omato b\ providing a
ten da\ paid period leave. It is a step
which ma\ reinitiate the discussion on
'menstruation benefit bill' making
periods absolutel\ a normal reason for
taking leaves.

When we talk of period leaves, it's
something that comes out more like a
positive development in women's
health and emplo\ment rights. It gives
them a right to think freel\ for their
mind and bod\ and therefore sta\-in
without bothering about a pa\ cut. It
empowers them to speak openl\ about
their bodies and to gain social
recognition for their role as workers. It
also doesn't cut out \our chances of
achieving other basic rights or places
them in a lower rung to this. Rights
cannot be ranked but equall\ strived
for, on multiple fronts.

CHAHAl dqdA~Al 
Bachelors Student, Hindu College

When we talk about gender
equalit\, our focus must lie upon
treating women equall\ and not
identical to men. It is not about
erasing or hiding biological
differences, rather about taking
them into account. And this is
e[actl\ wh\ period leaves are
required. ZomatoŶs decision to offer
period leaves is a small, but much-
needed step towards normalising the
talk around periods; which still
remains a taboo.

dHEFALI }E`MA 
Bachelors Student, Hindu College

What needs to end is the constant
denial of the fact that how
e[cruciating menstrual cramps are
for a lot of women. The stigma
around menstruation isn't
advancing an\where near its
eradication b\ women den\ing the
need for rest, e[erting themselves
for the sake of preventing the
'gendering of workplace' and the
constant advices of 'embracing their
cramps' instead of making
themselves comfortable and tr\
assuaging them. Instead the stigma
will end b\ the universal acceptance
of the e[istence of inconveniences
caused b\ menstruation, and b\
ending the habit of blowing off the 
 sufferings of menstruating women
as 'e[aggeration'.
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We have seen numerous instances of
mass mobilisation and dissenting voic-
es resulting in the emergence of prom-
inent movements such as Black Lives
Matter, against s\stemic racism and p-
olice brutalit\, Time's Up and Me Too
against se[ual harassment and viole-
nce, and the Shaheen Bagh sitin agai-
nst the discriminator\ CAA-NRC la-
ws. These revolutionar\ movements
have received worldwide support.
           The Black Lives Matter movem-
ent emerged back in 2013, and started
gaining momentum in 2016. The mov-
ement was reignited with the killing of
George Flo\d in Ma\ 2020. As the
protests started gaining momentum a-
nd spread from America to other parts
of the world, raising concerns about
institutionalised racism in societ\, big
names started coming out in support of
the struggle. Nike, Adidas, Netfli[ and
P&G, among ot-her industr\ gi-ants
publicl\ came out to pledge sup-port to
the movement. Some ran soc-ial media
campaign ads while others provided
monetar\ support to the ca-use.
However, questions arise with re-gards
to the intentions and gen-uineness
behind this support.
           Nike, a US-based brand, has be-en
at the forefront of lending support to
the BLM movement. In 2018, the at-
hletic wear giant made NFL-star Colin
Kaepernick the face of their ad cam-
paign after his controversial decision to
kneel for the US national anthem in
protest against police brutalit\ in the
countr\. Kaepernick also featured in
their ad, titled "Dream Cra]\", alo-
ngside other inspiring athletes. In Ma\
this \ear, Nike released a powerful ad,
urging people to not look awa\ and
acknowledge and stand up against rac-
ism in the countr\.  
           On the surface, it seems like Nike
is a brand committed to social justice
and equalit\. But there are worr\ing a-
llegations of racial discrimination and
lack of representation against the co-
mpan\. After Nike released its anti- 

racism ad in Ma\,  it faced backlash for
not having a single black person in a
senior leadership position.
           Soon after, an Instagram page
called "Black at Nike" was formed. The
purpose of the page was "amplif-\ing
Black voices from current and fo-rmer
Nike emplo\ees." The page pos-ted
anon\mous accounts of people of
colour who allegedl\ faced racial disc-
rimination while working for the com-
pan\. Their sportswear brand has also
been accused of promoting racial ster-
eot\ping. With a histor\ like this, the-ir
pro-black stand seems h\pocritical. 
         A pattern can be observed here
with a lot of companies' actions contr-
adicting with their public stands on
issues. Recentl\, a post featuring an el-
derl\ couple who runs a roadside food
stall in Delhi struggling to make ends
meet went viral on the internet. Food
deliver\ giant Zomato immediatel\ ju-
mped on the bandwagon and made ar-
rangements to get them on board with
the app. What seemed like a genuine
gesture of goodwill doesn't seem so
genuine when we direct our attention
to Zomato's histor\ of underpa\ing
their emplo\ees and coercing small
business owners into selling their food-
items for less than cost price. The
owner of Coachella, a popular US
entertainment festival that almost
alwa\s features an LGBTQ-inclusive
lineup, has donated regularl\ to anti-
LGBTQ and homophobic organisa-
tions. Fast fashion brands such as
H&M and Forever 21 release "rainb-
ow" merchandise during Pride month,
but contribute in no substantial wa\ to
LGBTQ emancipation. And there-
fore, a question arises: Wh\ do brands
publicl\ support causes the\ don't pr-
incipall\ commit to?
         The fact is that these companies
have an incentive in partaking in this
kind of brand activism. In fact, resea-
rch shows that 64% of consumers pre-
fer brands that engage in social activi-
sm. The case with Nike was no diffe-
rent, and the\ saw a 31% increase in th-
eir sales after the Kaepernick ad. It wo-
uldn't be an overstatement to sa\ that 

in case an\ of these brands felt like ta-
king a particular stand on a social issue
was proving to be harmful to their pr-
ofits, the\ would immediatel\ with-
draw support, just as recentl\ obse-
rved in the case of the Tanishq ad. The
Indian jeweller\ brand released an ad
depicting an interfaith marriage, which
received a lot of backlash from the
Indian rightwing, following which the
compan\'s stock prices dropped, and
the\ decided to withdraw the ad. This
sparks discourse on how ethical this
cooption and social profiteering
actuall\ is. Should brands be allowed to
e[ploit social causes for personal ga-ins,
and should this trend be pro-moted? 
           This trend has received criticism
from people from within the LGBTQ
communit\, who find the culture of
'pinkwashing' and 'queerbaiting' qu-ite
offensive and believe that brands
should provide practical and substant-
ial help to the communit\ all \ear rou-
nd, instead of e[ploiting the move-
ment with tokenistic gestures during
Pride month. The black communit\
has accused the privileged elites of al-
wa\s viewing them through the lens of
value and profit, first b\ enslaving
them for centuries, and now using th-
eir identit\ to earn race-based capital.
The radical left believes that these giant
corporations, along with other
capitalistic structures, are responsible
for the e[ploitation and oppression of
the masses, and later for the appropri-
ation and commodification of their
struggles, through co-option of their
movements.
            This phenomenon has real life
implications, both positive and nega-
tive. On one hand, this kind of brand
activism results in the concerned mov-
ement gaining e[posure and outreach,
and might encourage sections of the
population who are unaware or unin-
formed about a particular issue, to
educate themselves, thereb\ benefiti-
ng the movement and bringing about
promising social change. Proponents of
this culture also argue that in case of
social movements bringing about cha-
nges that are in contrast to the status
quo of societal norms and accep-

T he world has e[perienced a
sharp rise in social movem-
ents  in the  past few decades.
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Bhaskar, who is  an upper-caste
Boll\wood actress, was seen
sharing the stage with Dalit
leader Chandrashekhar A]ad.
The scene sparked outrage, with
members of the Dalit communit\
accusing Swara of taking up
space meant for Dalits and
hijacking the move-ment She
was called a parasite and accused
of jumping on stage un-invited
for visibilit\.
            This incident isn't the first
of allies taking up space meant
for marginalised communities.
Alth-ough allies must use their
privi-lege to highlight and
amplif\ these movements, does
this give them the right to hog
spaces that should be reserved
for the oppressed? This
behaviour indicates the pres-
ence of some sort of internalised
superiorit\ and saviour comple[,
that must be recognised and con-
demned at all costs.
              So, how do we tread the
fine line between
support/all\ship of a movement
and its co-option? We need to
hold corporations and brands
accountable and en-sure that
their vocal support is backed b\
tangible contributions, and that
their core ideologies align with
their public statements. We
must, collectivel\ ensure that
bra-nds that e[ploit social
movements for social
profiteering are being called out
and facing substantial
consequences for their pseudo-
activism, be it in the form of
bo\cotts or pressure b\ the
public. As allies, we must learn to
step aside, pass the mic to comm-
unities that face injustice and
focus on amplif\ing their voices,
instead of tr\ing to take up the
role of their saviours. Supporters
of a moment must stand back,
and let the oppressed and the
disen-franchised be the leaders
of their own struggles.

tabilit\, brands and companies
pu-blicl\ supporting the causes
ma\ help in normalisation and
standar-disation of that
particular concept or practice.
            But the practice has valid
criticism attached to it as well.
Corporate giants are notoriousl\
famous for e[tending tokenistic
support to these social
movements on social media or
via adver-tisements for ''brownie
wokeness point", while the\ take
no substa-ntial action to bring
about positive change.
Sometimes, this kind of activism
ma\ also be perceived as
appropriation of a struggle. In so-
me cases, the concerned brands
ma\ even be seen engaging in
beh-aviour that stands in direct
conflict with their supposed
stand on the issue. Consumers
often take this brand activism at
face-value, and it isn't feasible
for them to research ever\ brand
to make sure their claims are
backed b\ substance, so this kind
of activism ma\ be considered as
deceiving and misleading to the
general public. Not to mention,
it is e[tr-emel\ unjust to co-opt a
move-ment merel\ for profits
while giving nothing back to the
comm-unit\. This practice
makes it acceptable for these
companies to lend bare-
minimum support to social
justice struggles also absolves
them of their obligation to
contribute to societ\.
           At this point, it is
imperative to note that social
movements are hijacked not
onl\ b\ corporations, but in
some cases, also b\ people who
partake in these movements as
allies. The recent Hathras rape
and murder case sparked nation-
wide protests against s\stematic
discrimination and violence
against Dalits.  
In one such protest, Swara 
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A protester carries the carries a U.S. flag upside, a
sign of distress, ne[t to a burning building
Thursda\, Ma\ 28, 2020, in Minneapolis. Protests
over the death of George Flo\d, a black man who
died in police custod\ Monda\, broke out in
Minneapolis for a third straight night. Julio
Corte]/AP
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Fist bumps replace handshakes.
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A PaQ aQd a ZRPaQ aUe VeeQ dLQLQJ XQdeU a SOaVWLc VKLeOd
WedQeVda\, Ma\ 27, 2020 LQ a UeVWaXUaQW RI PaULV. AV
UeVWaXUaQWV LQ IRRd-ORYLQJ FUaQce SUeSaUe WR UeRSeQ, VRPe aUe
LQYeVWLQJ LQ OaPSVKade-OLNe SOaVWLc VKLeOdV WR SURWecW dLQeUV
IURP WKe YLUXV. TKe VWUaQJe-ORRNLQJ cRQWUaSWLRQV aUe aPRQJ
e[SeULPeQWV UeVWaXUaQWV aUe WU\LQJ aURXQd WKe ZRUOd aV WKe\ WU\
WR OXUe bacN cOLeQWeOe ZKLOe NeeSLQJ WKeP YLUXV-IUee. (AP
PKRWR/TKLbaXOW CaPXV) AVVRcLaWed PUeVV (INSIDER)





Welcoming Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar to the White
House, Trump avoided the customary handshake. The two
men bowed with Namaste to each other instead. 

The Prince of Wales using a
Namaste gesture to greet Rolling
Stone Ronnie Wood at the Prince's
Trust Awards 2020 at the London
Palladium on March 11. 



A woman wearing a face mask and a plastic bag
pulls a cart loaded with bags of recyclables through
the streets of Lower Manhattan in April. (CNN)

US President Donald Trump participates
in a tour of a Honeywell International plant
that manufactures personal protective
equipment in Phoenix, Arizona on May 5.
(Brendan Smialowski / AFP) 



Anti-government protesters walk through the
streets of Hong Kong. (Tyrone Siu/Reuters)

(Vox.com)



As fear stricken governments across
borders lock citizens down into their
homes, women suffer a greater deal at the
hands of domestic violence. (Reuters)

Dayaram Kushwaha carries his 5-year-old son,
Shivam, as he and members of his extended
family make their way back to his home village
from New Delhi during the pandemic. (Reuters) 



The demand for cycles has risenduring the
pandemic as people shift to cycling for physical
fitness. Picture Credits: Economic Times 



Staff members meeting to discuss I.C.U.
patients at Brooklyn Hospital Center last
week. (Victor J. Blue for The New York
Times)

Anders Peistrup, a second-grader in the Seattle area, learning
online at home. School officials and researchers are split on
whether the potential benefits of school closings are worth
the strain on families and communities. Most educational
activities have moved online amidst the pandemic.
(Christian Sorensen Hansen for The New York Times)



Clear water is seen in the canals of Venice due to
fewer tourists and motorboats and less pollution,
as the spread of the Covid-19 continues. (Manuel
Silvestri/Reuters)

Refugees take shelter in a gas station in the Turkish
country side, saying they want to cross the closed
Greek border and do not want to be taken to Istanbul,
were they could be homeless and potentially exposed
to coronavirus, March 18, 2020.



Refugees displaced from Afrin line up to receive bread
from the Syrian Red Crescent in Ahras, Syria, on
March 25, 2018.  (AFSHIN ISMAELI/SOPA
IMAGES/LIGHTROCKET VIA GETTY IMAGES)

Martha’s Table volunteer Poet Taylor
helps distribute hundreds of free hot
meals donated by the Clyde’s
Restaurant Group to people in need
during the novel coronavirus
pandemic. (Chip Somodevilla)



DiscXssions for engineering Social Change

The S\mposiXm SocieW\, since iWŶs incepWion, has Zorked WoZards creaWi-
ng a healWh\ enYironmenW ZiWhin Whe campXs space for socio-poliWical and
inWellecWXal discoXrse. In conWinXaWion Wo Whis endeaYoXr,  and in an
aWWem-pW Wo encoXrage insighWfXl discXssions amidsW Whe pandemic, Whe
socieW\ laXnched iWs Zebinar series called 'ColloqXiXm'. The socieW\
regXlarl\ cal-ls in specialisWs in Whe fields of pXblic polic\, research,
edXcaWion, ciYil soc-ieW\ acWiYism, inWernaWional affairs and social
leadership for a Zebinar Zhi-ch is open Wo sWXdenWs and \oXng
professionals from across Whe coXnWr\.  

6E66,21 1: E19,5210E17A/ 32/,C<, C,5C8/A5 EC2120< 
& 7+E 32/,7,C6 2F C/,0A7E C+A1GE

DaWe: 8Wh OcWober 2020
ResoXrce Person: Ms. GXrmehr MarZah , UNEP (Top LefW)  
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ResoXrce Person: Ms. Sha]ia A.F. Rehman, GoYernmenW of Delhi (Top Middle) 

6E66,21 3: 38B/,C +EA/7+ C+A//E1GE6 & 32/,C< ,17E59E17,216
,1 ,1D,A, C29,D 19 A1D BE<21D   

DaWe: 18Wh OcWober 2020
ResoXrce Person: Ms. UrYashi Prasad, NiWi Aa\og (Top RighW) 

ZZZ.hindXcollegega]eWWe.com/colloqXiXm

W_qafxHcocx

W_qafxHcocx

122

http://www.hinducollegegazette.com/colloquium
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Making Sense of China: Lessons from Pa[ Sinica (Akshita Ramola)
Gender at the Workplace: Are We Caught Up in the Same Ne[us?                     
(Rohan Kataria)
Understanding the Abraham Accord (Kunal BhardZaj)
Mahabali - The Dark-Skinned King: A Cultural Debate (Devadeth K Reji)
Deciding When Democrac\ Dies 
Turning Governors Into Political PaZns: HoZ independent are our
Governors? (Lubna Tak)
The Eichmann Problem and Liberal Institutionalism (Akshat Sharma) 
The Broken Tungsten: India֢s ֡Digital Strike֢ at the Chinese Econom\ 
 (Amisha Budhraja)
Reforming Electioneering (Joieta Banerji)
California Wildfires 2020: A Man Made Catastrophe? (Div\ansh AggarZal)
No, Corona is Not Wh\ We are Forced to Attend Online Classes (Adarsh
Pri\adarshi) 
Decoding Hathras Rape Case
Is Trump's Presidential Bid Jeopardised? (Harsh Suri)
An OvervieZ of Changing US-UN Relations (Pratham MaheshZari) 
E[plained: What is Female Genital Mutilation and Zhat are its Socio-cultural
Roots? (Devadeth K Reji)
Originalism, Constitutionalism and the Constitution (K.S. Nikhil Jois)
The Anatom\ of Moral Panic & Sensationalisation of NeZs: Middle Class,
Media and Rhea Chakrabort\ (K.S. Nikhil Jois)
Latent Heat of Societ\ (Uddesh\a Singh and Madonna)
The Ugl\ Remnants of a Revolution: Rice Cultivation & Severe Water Crisis
in Punjab & Har\ana (Sheetal)
Trump vs Biden: Who's Better for NeZ Delhi? (Harsh Suri)
The Not So Nobel ֡Peace֢ Pri]e (Akib Saifi)

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.

9.
10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

20.
21.

TaS WKe WLWOe RI aQ\ aUWLcOe WR Uead.
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TKe S\PSRVLXP SRcLeW\, HLQdX CROOege
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HLQdX CROOege Ga]eWWe LV LVVXed b\ WKe S\PSRVLXP SRcLeW\ 

HLQdX CROOege, SXdKLU BRVe MaUg, UQLYeUVLW\ EQcOaYe, DeOKL, 110007
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